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PREFACE 

By  the  EDITOR. 


HERE  are  perhaps  no  books  more 


entertaining  and  ufeful  than  faith- 
ful narratives  of  voyages:  they  not  only 
gratify  curiofity  by  a variety  of  adventure, 
and  by  delineating  the  different  appear- 
ances of  nature  in  the  remoteft  parts  of 
the  globe  j but  by  making  us  acquainted 
with  the  laws,  manners,  and  cuftoms  of 
foreign  nations,  enable  us  to  confider  fo- 
ciety  in  a more  philofophic  and  compre- 
henfive  view. 

But  to  a trading  nation,  like  ours,  the 
advantages  derived  from  them  are  ftill 
more  obvious ; as  they  powerfully  excite 
curiofity,  promote  a fpirit  of  enterprize, 
and  fometimes  refle6l  a light  upon  circum- 
■ fiances,  from  whence  commerce,  the  great 
fource  of  the  power  and  influence  of  thefe 
kingdoms,  may  be  improved. 


How  far  the  prefent  publication  may 
contribute  to  any  of  thefe  valuable  pur- 
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pofes,  the  editor  will  not  pretend  to  afcer- 
tain  : while  compilations,  however,  done 
from  other  compilations,  and  voyages 
written  by  thofe  who  never  travelled  be- 
yond the  limits  of  a country  lodging,  are 
often  read  with  avidity,  he  flatters  him- 
felf,  the  enfuing  pages,  the  genuine  pro- 
du(5lion  of  a real  traveller,  an  officer  in 
the  fervice  of  the  Eafl:  India  Company, 
who  feems  to  have  been  an  accurate  ob- 
ferver,  and  who  defcribes  chiefly  what  he 
has  feen,  will  meet  with  a favourable  re- 
ception from  the  public. 

His  defcriptions,  whether  of  perfons, 
places,  or  things,  will  generally  be  found 
natural  and  exaft,  yet  lively  and  agree- 
able; his  remarks  jufl:,  yet  often  new  and 
diverfffied  : his  fentiments  are  every  where 
liberal  and  manly,  tin61:ured  with  that  de- 
gree of  humanity  which  ought  to  infpire 
a citizen  of  the  world,  yet  not  inconfift- 
ent  with  a proper  attachment  to  his  coun- 
try as  an  Englifliman. 

The  truth  of  our  author’s  reflexions 
with  regard  to  the  ufurpations  and  tyran- 
nic behaviour  of  the  Dutch  in  India, 
which  by  fome  may  perhaps  be  confidered 
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as  too  fevere,  both  their  pah:  and  prefent 
conduft  too  evidently  confirm  : in  particu- 
lar, their  treatment  of  the  king  of  Madura, 
and  captain  Congreve,  and  their  preclud- 
ing us  from  any  fhare  of  the  trade  to  Ben- 
jar,  are  facts  too  recent  to  be  forgotten. — 
Had  our  countrymen  oppofed  their  en- 
croachments and  checked  their  infolence, 
with  that  gallantry  and  fpirit  v/hich  co- 
lonel Clive  exerted  on  occafion  of  their 
late  attempt  in  the  river  of  Bengal,  what 
valuable  branches  of  trade  might  we  not 
have  ftill  been  pofiefied  of  I ’But  over- 

awed by  an  ill-founded  opinion  of  their 
vaft  power  la  That  part  of  the  world,  we 
have  almoft  always  tamely  fubmitted  to 
every  hardfhip,  every  indignity  they  have 
been  pleafed  to  impofe. 

His  account  of  Canton  and  its  environs, 
is  more  copious  and  exa6t  than  any  hi- 
therto publifhed : having  during  fix 
months  refidence  there,  in  which  time  he 
had  little  elfe  to  do  than  to  gratify  his  cu- 
riofity,  been  afiiduous  and  indefatigable 
in  his  enquiries  j in  which  too  he  was 
greatly  affifted  by  cultivating  an  intimacy 
with  a Chinefe  merchant,  a man  endow- 
ed with  a degree  of  knowledge  and  faga- 
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city,  greatly  beyond  what  is-ixmmonly 
poffeffed  by  people  of  that  clafs.- 

Whatever  he  has  borrowed  from  other 
writers,  in  regard  to  the  manners,  religion 
and  government  of  the  Chinefe  he  has 
abridged  of  thofe  exaggerated  circumjftan- 
ces,  and  improbabilities  which  often  ren- 
der the  relations  given  us  by  travellers  ri- 
diculous. In  this  part  of  the  work,  from 
his  collecting  authentic  information  on  the 
Ipot,  he  enjoys  much  the  fame  advan- 
tages as  a painter  who  finilhes  a pi6ture 
begun  by  another,  which  he  has  an  op- 
portunity of  cox*re<5Hng  from  nature. 

The  flile  of  this  performance  is  in  ge- 
neral plain  and  intelligible,  fev/  fea-terms 
are  admitted,  except  in  fuch  places  as  are 
intended  for  the  benefit  of  gentlemen  who 
ufe  the  fea,  where  the  bearings  and  dif- 
tances  of  head-lands,  the  foundings  of 
freights,  roads  and  harbours,  or  the  fet- 
ting  of  currents,  See.  are  mentioned. 

The  tables  of  Chinefe  money  and  weights 
and  his  cautions  with  regard  to  the  art- 
ful management  of  thefe  laft,  may  be  ufe- 

ful  to  traders. The  prices  of  goods,  and 
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the  demand,  for  them  at  different  markets^ 
are  intended  for  the  fame  purpofe,  al- 
though it  muft  be  acknowledged  the  na- 
ture of  fuch  accounts,  however  recent,  is 
too  fludluating  and  uncertain  to  be  de° 
pended  on. 

The  cuts  and  figures  were  moffly  de- 
figned  by  the  author  himfelf  j which,; 
however  defedfive  in  point  of  elegance^ 
ferve  fometimes  to  convey  an  idea  of  what 
cannot  fo  eafily  be  exprelled  in  words. 

As  the  editor  has  not  the  prefumptiorl 
to  imagine  that  this  performance,  any  more 
than  others  of  the  fame  kind,  can  be  al- 
together free  from  errors  and  defedts,  he 
only  begs  leave  to  conclude  with  expref- 
ling his  hopes  of  meeting  from  the  ge- 
nerality of  readers,  with  that  degree  of 
candor  and  indulgence,  which  is  due  to 
every  man  who  attempts,  however  imper- 
fectly, to  contribute  his  mite  to  the  ge- 
neral fund  of  knowledge,  or  to  the  en- 
tertainment of  the  public. 
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JOURNAL 


O F A 

VOYAGE 

TO  THE 

EAST  INDIES. 


ON  Thurfday  the  30th  of  July  1746, 

I fet  out  from  London  for  Gravef- 
end,  where  I was  agreeably  enter- 
tained to  fee  a great  number  of  people  on 
board  the  veffel,  in  which  I was  appointed 
to  go  to  the  Eaft  Indies,  and  the  vaft 
preparations,  and  quantities  of  provifions, 
on  board,  to  fupply  the  neceffities  of  fo 
long  a voyage. 

Next  day  feveral  young  people  came  on 
board,  inlifted  to  go  in  the  fervice  of  the  , 
B Eaft 
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Eaft  India  Company,  where  they  were  to 
remain  for  the  fpace  of  five  years,  at  leaft; 

Among  thefe  came  a young  perfon,  very 
indifferently  drefled,  difcovering  a very  ef- 
feminate look  and  voice,  and  an  awkward 
carriage,  who  feemed  very  impatient  to  be. 
received.  The  furgeon  at  Gravefend,  whofe 
office  it  is  examine  all  perfons  who  are 
to  go  the  voyage,  that  they  are  free  of 
itch,  pox,  or  any  infedlious  diftemper,  dif- 
covered  this  young  perfon  to  be  a woman, 
and^  to  her  great  grief,  rejected  her.  She 
owned,  that  fhe  was  induced  to  take  this 
flep  from  love  to  a young  man  on  board, 
who  was  inlifted  in  the  Company’s  fervice ; 
and  that  her  paffion  for  him  was  fo  ftron^, 
that  no  hardfhip  or  inconvenience  could  dd- 
ter  her  from  following  his  fortune. 

On  the  2d  of  Auguft  we  weighed  anchor, 
paffed  the  Nore,  faluted  the  Royal  Sove- 
reign with  nine  guns,  and  came  to  an  an- 
chor in  the  Downs  on  the  3d.  As  the  wind 
was  variable,  we  were  obliged  to  come  to 
an  anchor  every  now  and  then.  On  the 
5th,  at  night,  we  paffed  Dungenefs  light- 
houfe,  and,  on  the  8th,  anchored  in  St. 
Helen’s  road. 


On 
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On  the  loth  we  received  on  board  our 
treafure  from  Portfmouth,  and,  among  the 
reft,  a fine  large  ftone-horfe,  defigned  as  a 
prefent  from  the  Company  to  the  Sultan  of 
Benjar,  an  Indian  Prince  on  the  ifland  of 
'Borneo.  After  taking  in  more  frefh  pro- 
vifions,  we  weighed  anchor,  and  made  the 
beft  of  our  way  towards  Plymouth.  On 
the  29th  v/e  came  to  an  anchor  in  Cawfon 
bay,  where,  not  caring  to  break  upon  our 
ftore,  we  fentour  long-boat  aftiore  for  frefti 
water.  Here  Vv^e  were  to  wait  for  a con- 
voy. We  were  fupplied  at  this  place  with 
plenty  of  bread,  fifli,  &c.  in  fmall  boats, 
rowed  by  a parcel  of  the  ftouteft  and  moft 
mafculine  women  I ever  faw. 

On  the  5th  of  September  we  had  very 
thick  weather,  with  hard  gales  of  wind 
from  S.  W.  fo  that  we  were  obliged  to 
lower  our  fore  and  main  yards,  and  give 
great  fcope  of  cable,  and  even  to  ftrike  our 
topmafts. 

On  the  6th  in  the  morning  the  weather 
abated;  but,  in  the  evening  of  that  day, 
it  blowed  very  hard.  We  heard  the  Nor- 
folk fire  feveral  guns  as  fignals  of  diftrefs. 
She  had  parted  her  cable,  and  had  run  a- 
drift  before  it  was  difcovered  ; and  fhe  was 
B 2 obliged 
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obliged  to  anchor  within  the  beacon,  on  the 
eaft  hde  of  the  Sound,  in  foul  and  rocky 
ground.  But,  by  the  affiftance  of  fome  of  the 
men  of  war,  fhe  was  again  brought  to  an 
■anchor  in  Cawfon  bay. 

From  the  7th  to  the  i6th,  we  were  em- 
ployed in  putting  every  thing  in  order 
aboard,  and,  on  the  17th,  {he  Mermaid 
man  of  war  was  appointed  our  convoy, 
and  gave  a fignal  for  unmooring  the  fame 
night. 

On  Sunday  the  20th  of  September  we 
got  under  fail,  the  wind  at  N.  N.  E.  When 
at  fea,  we  cleared  our  fhip  fore  and  aft, 
and  exercifed  our  great  guns  and  fmall 
arms. 

On  the  2 2d,  our  people  were  put  to  the 
allowance  of  five  pounds  biicuit  each  per 
week.  This  day . we  were  amufed  with 
great  numbers  of  porpoifes  tumbling  about 
the  fliip. 

On  the  26th  we  had  a very  fwelling  fea,^ 
and  were  put  to  the  allowance  of  two 
quarts  of  beer  to  each  man  per  diem. 

On  the  27th  we  parted  with  our  convoy, 
and  made  the  befi:  of  our  way  for  the 
ifland  of  St.  Helena,  for  which  we  had 
feveral  fiores  on  board. 


On 
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On  the  9th  of  06tober,  we  found  our- 
felves  in  lar.  37°.  32'.  N.  and  longit.  22. 
16.  For  fome  days  paft,  we  had  been  a- 
greeably  entertained  with  porpoifes,  gram- 
pufes,  albicores,  and  dolphins,  playing  a- 
iDout  our  veflel,  and  with  great  numbers  df 
fmall  birds  of  different  kinds  flying  over 
our  heads,  fome  of  which  had  built  neffs 
in  the  hay-bags  on  the  Ihip’s  gunnel,  which 
we  carried  with  us  for  the  Sultan’s  horfel 

We  were  now  beginning  to  feel  the  hot 
climate,  fo  that  the  allowance  of  water, 
with  the  greateft  oeconomy,  was  little  e- 
nough  to  quench  third:.  We  put  an  awn- 
ing on  the  quarter-deck,  to  keep  off  the 
fcorching  heat  of  the  fun. 

On  the  14th,  the  Porterfield  parted  from 
us,  and  flood  Southward,  in  lat.  27°,  27'. 
and  longit.  25°,  15'.  Several  of  our  young 
people  now  began  to  difcover  fymptoms  of 
the  fcurvy:  they  were  ordered  to  increafe 
their  exercife,  nothing  being  a better  reme- 
dy for  it. 

On  pairing  the  Tropic,  and  entering  the 
Torrid-Zone,  all  the  people  on  board,  v/ho 
had  never  gone  this  voyage,  according  to 
cuflom,  treated  their  companions  with 
punch,  bumbo,  &c.  and  gave  hopes  of  be- 
B 3 ing 
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ing  all  in  a healthy  flate.  In  the  way,  we 
caught  feveral  filh,  and  particularly  a large 
porpoife,  meafuring  nine  feet  in  length. 
It  made  a ftrong  refiftance  in  the  fea,  and 
coloured  the  water  with  its  blood.  After 
we  got  him  on  board,  we  opened  his  belly, 
and  found  numberlefs  fmali  fifhes.  Some 
of  our  people  eat  part  of  the  flefh,  which 
refembles  that  of  a hog  ; but  his  bones  are 
much  larger. 

On  the  29th,  the  heat  was  intolerable, 
being  in  lat.  8°,  4".  and  longit.  25°,  13'. 

On  the  6th  of  November  we  found  the 
variation  of  the  compafs  to  be  3°,  3'. — 
latitude  to  be  1°.  9'. — longitude  to  be  27°, 
20'.  Weft  from  the  Lizard,  being  now  near 
the  coaft  of  Brafil. 

On  the  7th  of  November,  the  veffel  was 
fuddenly  affecled  with  an  uncommon  fliak- 
ing  and  trembling  for  four  minutes,  without 
any  apparent  caufe.  It  furprifed  all  on 
board,  and  was  fo  fenfibly  felt,  that  it  a- 
waked  fome  of  our  people  from  deep.  We 
were  at  a lofs  to  affign  a reafon  for  it. 
Some  imagined  the  fhip’s  bottom  had  per- 
haps touched  a rockj  but,  on  trying  the 
pumps,  all  vyas  found  fafe.  Nor  can  we 
imagine  the  caufe  of  this  hidden  tremu- 
lous 
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Ions  motion,  unlefs  it  was  occafioned  by  an 
earth-quake. 

On  the  8th,  we  palled  the  Equinodial, 
where  again,  according  to  an  ellablifhed 
cuftom,  thofe  who  had  not  made  this  voy- 
age before  paid  a bottle  of  brandy  and  a 
pound  of  fugar ; or,  inftead  of  thefe,  half- 
a-crown,  to  be  fpent  in  treating  the  fhip’s 
company.  At  this  time  all  of  us  were  alive, 
and  in  good  fpirits. 

We  could  hardly  put  a Hop  to  the  fre- 
quent thefts  that  were  committed  by  the 
foldiers,  though  every  day  one  or  two  of 
them  were  tied  to  the  Ihrouds,  and  feverely 
whipt.  It  is  indeed  the  lefs  to  be  wondered 
at,  as  thefe  wretches,  who  go  as  foldiers  in 
the  company’s  fervice,  are  for  the  moft  part 
the  fcum  of  the  three  kingdoms,  and  gene- 
rally go  to  India  to  fcreen  themfelves  from 
juftice  at  home.  By  their  lazinefs  and  inacti- 
vity, they  were  over-run  with  vermine,  and 
began  to  complain  of  fwellings  in  their  legs, 
forenefs  in  their  bones,  and  other  fymptoms 
of  the  fcurvy.  To  prevent  their  infedting 
the  fhip’s  company,  they  were  brought  up- 
on deck,  put  into  a large  velTel  of  hot  wa- 
ter, brulhed  with  fcrubbing-brulhes,  and 
B 4 all 
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all  their  clothes  and  bedding  thrown  over 
board. 

We  had  now  heavy  and  continual  rains, 
with  prodigious  lightning,  which  is  com- 
mon in  this  part  of  the  world. 

On  the  2d  of  December,  we  had  a 
large  fweliing  fea,  with  eafterly  winds.  At 
five  in  the  morning  we  were  furprifed  with 
a large  water-fpout,  vvithin  three  fhips- 
loigth  of  our  ftarboard-lide.  It  had  no 
fooner  pafled  our  fliip,  than  a fudden  puff 
of  wind  laid  us  gunwall  to,  which  was 
over  before  we  could  lower  our  fails.  We 
had  ‘frequent  dewfalls  in  the  night,  which 
are  very  dangerous,  and  often  mortal,  if 
tliey  happen  to  reft  on  the  naked  breafl  or 
body  of  a man,  while  afleep  on  the  deck. 
A great  deal  of  our  falted  pork  was  fo  rot- 
ten, that  we  threw  feveral  calks  of  it 
over  “board. 

On.  the  17th,  had  cloudy  weather ; em- 
ployed our  cooper  to  fet  up  all  the  water- 
calks,  which  we  had  knocked  down  as 
foon  as  they  were  empty,  for  the  fake  of 
room. 

The  2 2d,  we  kept  a good  look-out  for 
St.  Helena,  and  found  ourfelves  to  be  in 
lat.  16°,  6' j and,  on  the  23d,  we  obferved 

feveral 
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feyeral  pigeons  flying  about  the  (hip,  a 
fure  indication  that  we  were  near  land. 

As  we  knew  that  v/e  were  not  far  from 
the  ifland,  and  that  if  we  once  pafled  it, 
and  got  to  leeward,  it  is  difficult,  nay, 
fometimes,  impoffible  to  beat  up  againfl 
the  wind  and  current  j we  were,  therefore, 
very  cautious  how  we  proceeded,  went  ail 
night  with  little  fail,  and  appointed  people 
on  the  fore-caftle  to  keep  a ftri6l  look- 
out. 

On  the  2/}th,  at  two  in  the  morning,  we 
difcovered  the  ifland  bearing  N.  N.  E.  W e 
hauled  up  to  the  Southward,  till  five  in 
morning,  v/hen  we  again  bore  away  for 
the  ifland.  At  feven,  being  pretty  well  in 
with  the  landj  we  fent  the  yawl  afhore  to 
the  fort,  to  acquaint  the  Governor  of  our 
arrival,  and  kept  on  with  an  eafy  fail.  We 
had  variable  breezes,  which  drove  us  off 
the  anchoring  ground,  and  obliged  us  to 
make  feveral  tacks,  in  order  to  fetch  into 
the  road,  where,  about  noon,  we  came  to 
an  anchor  in  twenty  fathom  water. 

We  fainted  the  fort  with  nine  guns, 
which  the  fort  returned.  In  the  evening 
we  warped  the  fhip  nearer  the  fhore,  ha- 
ving the  flrreet  of  St.  James’s  Valley  open. 

We 
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We  were  now  all  very  glad  of  feeing 
land  once  more,  and  at  the  thought  of  get- 
ting refrelhments  from  the  fhore. 

Next  day  we  were  employed  in  laying 
moorings  for  our  long-boat,  clearing  the 
Ihip,  and  fending  afhore  twenty-nine  fol- 
diers,  four  hogfheads  of  brandy,  cafes  of 
ftockings  and  flioes,  and  other  goods  be- 
longing to  the  Eaft-India  Company. 

The  foldiers,  and  people  of  the  illand, 
were  foglad  of  our  arrival  with  fcores,  be- 
ing almoft  ftarved  for  want  of  them,  that 
great  numbers  of  them,  from  the  parade  in 
the  valley,  waved  their  hats,  huzzaing  with 
the  loudeft  acclamations  of  joy. 

On  the  28th,  we  landed  the  timber  and 
{tones  we  had  on  board  for  building  a new 
houfe  for  the  Governor  of  the  ihand.  An 
unlucky  accident  happened  to  fome  of  our 
people,  who  had  been  employed  in  hauling 
part  of  the  timber  on  the  beach.  When 
they  were  coming  off,  they  hauled  the  long- 
boat towards  the  crane,  to  take  the  people 
in,  but  the  fea,  breaking  very  high,  filled 
the  boat,  and  broke  the  ftopper  in  her  flern. 
She  fwang  along-fide  the  rocks,  hanging 
her  bow  fad:  by  the  haufer.  The  men  were 
all  wafhed  out,  and  very  much  bruifed, 

but 
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but  not  one  perifhed.  We  heard  their  cries 
in  the  lliip,  and  immediately  difpatched  the 
pinnace  to  their  affiftance : fome  of  them 
were  fwimming,  others  were  caft  by  the 
waves  upon  the  rocks.  The  people  in  the 
pinnace,  in  order  to  fave  one  who  was 
linking,  caught  him  by  the  mouth  with 
the  boat-hook,  and,  tho’  he  was  faved  from 
drowning,  yet  his  mouth  was  fo  lacerated, 
that  it  was  necefiary  to  fow  it  up  from  the 
corner  almoft  to  his  ear.  It  was  a long  time 
before  any  of  them  recovered  this  unluc- 
ky accident.  They  were  all  carried  to  the 
valley,  and  taken  proper  care  of.  The  long- 
boat was  hoifted  on  board,  to  be  re- 
paired. 

We  received  from  the  Ihore  frefh  beef, 
and  plenty  of  greens,  which  was  very  re- 
frelliing  to  the  fhip’s  company ; having 
fubfifted  on  fait  provifions  (fome  of  which 
were  ftinking,  and  almoft  rotten)  ever  fince 
we  came  from  England. 

On  the  I ft  of  January  1747,  we  fent 
our  baker  on  ftiore  to  bake  our  quantity 
of  bifcuit  over  again,  that  which  we  brought 
from  England  with  us  having  turned  moul- 
dy ; we  fent  our  boat  alfo  for  new  hay  for 
the  ufe  of  the  Sultan’s  horfe. 


The 
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The  13th  we  received  on  board  fix  live 
bullocks,  and  fome  plantane  trees  to  feed 
them.  The  people  came  on  board  alfo  who 
had  been  hurt  by  the  long-boat  s running 
among  the  rocks,  all  pretty  well  recovered. 
We  were  now  preparing  to  leave  the  ifland, 
having  delivered  all  our  ftores,  and  receiv- 
ed our  water  and  provifions. 
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ST.  H E LE  N A,  fo  named  by  the  Por- 
tuguefe,  who  difcovered  it  on  St.  He- 
len’s day,  in  1 502,  lies  in  the  latitude  of 
16°  South,  and  10  Weft  longitude  from 
the  Lizard,  almoft  mid-way  between  An- 
gola and  Brazil,  or  the  continent  of  Africa 
and  South  America,  about  620  leagues 
N.  W.  iW.  from  the  Cape  of  Good-Hope, 
and,  I believe,  one  of  the  moft  diftant 
iflands  from  any  land  that  has  been  found 
in  the  known  world. 

There  is  no  failing  to  this  ifland  from 
the  Northward,  the  wind  almoft  always 
blowing  from  the  S.  E.  in  thofe  feas:  lb 
that,  tho’  it  is  a kind  of  ftore-houfe,  or 
half-way-houfe,  for  all  the  Eaft-India 

Com- 
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Company’s  fhips,  yet  it  is  only  vifited  by 
them  on  their  return ; for  few  outward 
bound  veffels  touch  at  it,  unlefs  when  they 
have  on  board  flores  for  the  ifland,  which 
was  our  cafe. 

The  ifland  is  about  21  miles  in  circum- 
ference, and  confifts  of  one  vaft  rock,  fleep 
on  every  fide,  and  very  high,  and,  when 
feen  at  fea,  has  the  appearance  of  a lofty 
caftle  in  the  middle  of  the  ocean,  whofe 
natural  fortifications  are  fo  tremendous 
and  high,  that  it  would  appear,  there  could 
be  ho  fcaling  of  them,  nor  indeed  any  pof- 
fibility  of  finding  a landing  place. 

There  is  no  landing  place  for  bulky 
things  on  the  ifland  but  one,  at  a place 
called  Chapel-Valley,  which  is  defended  by 
a flrong  battery  of  great  guns,  32  and  40 
pounders,  which  are  fo  planted  as  to  fweep 
the  furface  of  the  water  : As  the  waves 
ai’e  perpetually  dafhing  on  all  fides  of  the 
afland,  which  raife  a very  high  furf,  it  is 
at  all  times  difficult  to  land  even  there  ; as 
was  our  cafe  the  28th  ultimo^  and  which 
was  the  caufe  of  the  misfortune  that  hap- 
pened to  our  long-boat. 

Our  fliips  lie  before  this  place.  In  it 
there  is  a fmall  town,  confiftitig  of  about 
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fifty  houfes,  a church,  and  the  Governor’s 
houfe,  which  all  lie  contiguous  to  the  fort. 
The  Governor  has  fine  gardens,  and  plea- 
fant  walks,  leading  from  his  houfe  to  the 
fort. 

There  are  two  narrow  creeks  that  people 
may  land  on,  at  a time  when  there  is  little 
furf,  which  is  very  rare;  by  thefe  we  can 
go  to  the  top,  or  interior  part  of  the  ifland, 
tho’  not  Vvithout  confiderable  danger  and 
difficulty.  Thefe  are  likewife  fortified  with 
batteries  of  great  guns. 

Chapel-Valley,  called  by  fome  James’s 
Valley,  where  the  large  fort,  town,  and 
Governor’s  houfe  are  fituated,  is  a fmall 
fpot  of  level  ground,  lying  betwixt  two  very- 
high  rocky  hills,  and,  indeed,  is  of  fuch  a 
fmall  compafs,  that  it  could  not  con- 
tain many  more  houfes  than  are  already 
built  on  it. 

On  the  whole  ifland,  I am  informed, 
there  are  about  150  families,  all  of  Eng- 
lifh  extradlion. 

There  are  commonly  about  300  foldiers 
maintained  here,  in  the  company’s  fervice. 
They  are  bound  to  remain  five  years ; their 
livery  is  red,  faced  with  blue;  and,  it  be- 
ing a healthful  climate,  look  as  clean  and 
5 well 
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well  as  any  troops  in  Europe.  There  are 
alfo  300  Haves,  brought  from  Guinea, 
Madagafcar,  and  Bengal.  The  Governor 
retains  a few  of  them  for  his  own  ufe,  but 
they  chiefly  belong  to  the  planters  or  far- 
mers of  the  ifland.  The  flaves  are  clothed 
to  the  legs,  but  their  feet  bare.  Thofe  of 
the  female  fex,  who  are  pretty  agreeable, 
and  all  well  fhaped,  are  very  familiar  with 
our  failors. 

All  the  people  of  the  ifland  fpeak  Englifh, 
drefs  after  the  Englifh  mode,  and  are 
generally  of  a tall  flender  fliape,  but  fome- 
what  tanned. 

Every  planter  has  his  particular  allot- 
ment of  ground,  with  a houfe  upon  it: 
But,  when  fliips  arrive,  they  all  come 
down  from  their  feveral  refidences  to 
Chapel-Valley  } fome  to  keep  vidlualling- 
houles,  others  to  merchandize,  and  all  to 
make  what  profit  they  can  of  the  ftran-' 
gers.  This  they  look  upon  as  their  chief 
bufinefs,  and  the  time  of  greatefl:  merri- 
ment. All  the  young  girls,  and  their 
black  female  flaves,  now  drefs  themfelves  as 
well  as  polfible,  in  order  to  recommend 
themfelves  to  the  officers  and  feamen,  from 
whom  they  always  expert  fome  prefents  of 
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filk,  fans,  china,  and  the  like.  They  are 
extremely  eafy,  and  good  natured,  and  are 
always  ready  to  join  in  all  the  amufements 
of  the  place  with  the  officers,  while  the 
Haves,  or  black  girls,  are  ftill  more  obliging 
with  regard  to  the  failors.  It  is  indeed  a very 
odd  fcene  fometimes  to  fee  the  wanton 
behaviour  of  thefe  laft. 

I had  now  the  curiofity  to  go  on  fhore; 
I firfc  viewed  the  Governor’s  houfe,  which 
was  an  irregular  and  indifferent  piece  of 
architedlure,  tho’  the  beft  in  town.  He  has 
very  pleafant  walks  well  fhaded,  from  which 
I had  a full  view  of  the  fort  and  road.  From 
thence  1 went  thro’  a pretty  large  parade, 
in  which  was  the  guard-houfe  and  prifon, 
which  led  me  up  to  the  fort.  I had  the  cu- 
riofity to  ftep  into  the  church,  which  was 
lined  with  wainfcot,  and  looked  pretty 
well  within ; but,  without,  it  cut  a poor 
figure,  being  meanly  built  of  round  rough 
ftones  and  clay,  and  thatched  with  a kind 
of  reed  that  grows  in  the  ifland.  From  the 
ground  I could  touch  the  thatch  with  my 
hand  ; and  tho’  its  dimenfions  were  no  lar- 
ger than  that  of  a country  cottage  in  Eng- 
land, yet  it  was  large  enough  to  hold  the 
C whole 
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whole  people  on  the  ifland.  As  v/e  had 
brought  a great  quantity  of  Portland  ftones, 
large  timber,  and  other  materials  for  re- 
building or  refitting  the  church  and  Go- 
vernor’s houfe,  no  doubt,  by  this  time, 
both  will  make  a better  appearance. 

I went  next  into  the  punch-houfe  to  take 
a refrelhment,  and  there  got  an  account  of 
the  ifland  from  a native,  who  had  ne- 
ver feen  any  other  country  in  his  life.  He 
told  us,  “ That,  on  the  Portuguefe  difco- 
. “ vering  this  ifland,  they  found  it  very  bar- 
“ ren,  and  vyithout  fo  much  as  a tree  or 
“ bufh  to  be  feen  on  it  j but  as  they  thought 
“ it  capable  of  improvement,  and  would. 
“ be  a convenient  place  for  their  fliipping 
“ to  water  at,  they  Ilored  it  with  hogs  and 
“ goats;  and  that  they  afterwards  viflt- 
“ ed  it,  and  found  the  brood  had  in- 
“ creafed. 

“ In  the  courfe  of  fome  years,  the  Por- 
“ tuguefe  grew  lefs  fond  of  their  poffdlion, 
“ as  they  found  it  of  a very  barren  foil, 
full  of  rocks,  and  very  difficult  to  afcend 
“ to  the  country,  and  fo  fmall  and  remote, 

“ that  their  fhips  had  often  great  difficul- 
“ ty  to  find  it.  So  they  left  it. 
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“ On  their  deferting  the  ifland,  the  Eng- 
" lifii  Eaft  India  Company  took  poffeffion 
“ in  1600,  and  held  it  till  1672,  v/hen  the 
“ Dutch  took  it  from  us  by  furprife. 
About  two  years  after.  Captain  Richard 
Monday,  with  the  Levant,  Mary,  and 
Martha  men  of  war,  and  the  Cadle  fire- 
“ fliip,  going  that  way,  and  hearing  that 
“ the  Dutch  had  taken  the  ifland,  recover- 
ed  it  again,  and  made  prize  of  three 
“ Dutch  Indiamen  that  lay  in  the  road  at 
“ that  time.  The  Dutch  had  fortified  the 
“ place  now  called  James,  or  Chapel- Val- 
ley,  which  was  always  efleemed  the 
only,  tho’  a dangerous  landing-place. 
“ Some  of  Captain  Monday’s  people,  who 
“ had  been  in  the  place  before,  and  ac- 
" quainted  with  a fmall  creek,  landed  a 
“ body  of  men  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
“ ifland,  without  being  difcovered  by  the 
Dutch.  They  climbed  the  rocks  with 
“ no  fmall  danger  and  difficulty,  but  Vvdth 
undaunted  refolution.  They  made  their 
“ appearance  at  the  back,  of  the  fort,  at 
the  fame  time  that  the  fhips  of  war  be- 
gan  the  attack ; which  fo  confounded 
the  Dutch,  that  they  threw  down 
“ their  arms,  and  furrendered  the  ifland 
C 2 “ with- 
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“ without  ftriking  a ftroke.  The  com- 
‘‘  pany  have  fince  fortihed  this  creek,  fo 
“ that  now  there  is  no  place  where  an 
“ eTiCrny  can  land  with  the  lead  probability 
“ of  fuccefs.” 

Three  of  us  now  refolved  to  take  a turn 
to  fee  the  country.  We  had  a very  high 
and  fleep  rocky  hill  to  afcend,  called  Lad- 
der-hill, from  ladders  being  ufed  to  afcend 
it  on  its  fird:  difcovery.  It  lies  on  the  v^^eft 
hde  of  the  fort,  and  is  cut  in  angles  and 
turnings,  to  make  the  afcent  eafy  j which 
has  been  a work  of  time  and  labour. 
When  we  arrived  at  the  fummit,  we  were 
all  heartily  fatigued,  and  almofi:  out  of 
breath,  tho’  we  had  on  but  thin  waift- 
coats.  The  diips  in  the  road,  at  fuch  a 
height,  appeared  as  little  in  proportion  to 
us,  as  we  did  to  the  people  on  board,  who 
were  often  looking  at  us  through  perlpec-- 
tives. 

The  poor  haves  of  both  fezes  are  fo  in- 
ured to  tread  thefe  rugged  and  deep  roads, 
that  they  do  it  with  eafe  ; the  fcles  of  their 
feet  are  fo  much  beat,  that  they  are  as  hard 
as  that  of  a (hoe.  A poor  young  female 
have,  about  thirteen  years  of  age,  with  a 
large  bundle  of  linen  upon  her  head,  which 
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fl-ie  was  carrying  to  her  m after’s  houfe, 
came  up  with  us,  pafted  us,  and  got  to  the 
top  long  before  us,  without  the  leaft  fign 
of  fatigue  or  inconvenience.  And,  what 
is  ftill  more  furpriling,  I have  feen  men 
ride  up  and  dow-n  this  fteep  on  fmall,  but 
very  mettle  horfes,  with  great  fpeed,  and, 
to  appearance,  with  great  eafe  and  fafety. 
If  they  were  not  fure-footed,  and  fearlefs, 
it  would  be  impolTible  for  them  to  do  fo ; 
for  one  falfe  ftep  to  the  ftde  of  the  road, 
which  is  very  narrow,  would  give  them  a 
fall  from  a precipice  as  high  as  the  fumrait 
of  St.  Paul’s. 

At  the  top,  we  fat  down  to  reft  ourfelves  5 
and,  as  the  evening  was  very  fine  and  fe- 
rene,  we  had  an  extenfive  profpect  of  the 
fea  all  around  the  ifiand.  As  we  proceed- 
ed, we  found  that  we  hadfeveral  more  hills 
to  afcend.  In  the  valleys,  betwixt  the  hills, 
the  planters  lioufes  are  fituated,  tolerably 
v/ell  built,  vv^ith  a garden  and  trees  planted 
behind  each  of  theni,  and  generally  near 
fome  fmall  brook  of  frem  water. 

I found  a much  better  profpedl:  than  I 
expected  j in  fome  places  pretty  good  grafsg 
in  others  feverai  thickets  of  trees,  of  various 
kinds.  Among  theie,  we  found  a good 
C 3 many 
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many  orange  and  lemon  trees ; we  pulled 
fome  dozens  of  the  fruit  of  the  latter,  to 
carry  aboard  for  our  ufe  in  making  punch. 

We  favv^  fever al  hogs,  goats,  cows,  and 
fmall  horfes,  belonging  to  the  planters,  be- 
fides  others  who  were  wild.  Mod  of  the 
planters  vrere,  at  this  jundlure,  down  at 
their  little  city  of  Chapel-Valley,  and  had 
left  the  moil  trufty  of  their  haves  to  take 
care  of  their  houfes  and  cattle.  The  Haves 
never  lleep  under  the  fame  roof  with  their 
mailers;  but  all  liepromifcaoully  in  a little 
})lace,  like  a liable,  adjacent  to  their  m af- 
ter’s houfe.  They  have  no  beds,  but  flraw 
fpread  on  the  ground.  They  beget  chil- 
dren very  fail,  in  which  the  faiiors  who 
come  hither  have  a good  hand  ; neither  do 
the  female  (laves  meet  with  any  check  from 
their  mafters,  as  they  fmd  it  their  interell 
to  indulge  them.  I'hey  do  all  the  labori- 
ous work  ; yet  they  are  allowed  no  other 
food  than  the  hUi  they  can  catch  for  them- 
feives,  and  fomctirnes  a little  falted  beef. 
The  ifland  in  general  is  fo  bai'ren,  that  the 
bell  in  the  place  would  fare  but  poorly,  were 
it  not  for  the  great  plenty  of  mackrel  and 
other  fifii  that  abound  on  the  coahs  of  this 
bland.  I 
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The  depth  of  mold  on  the  ifland  is  about 
two  feet,  yet,  for  a long  time,  the  inha- 
bitants had  no  grain  of  their  own  growth, 
but  wTre  annually  fupplied  by  a Ifore-fliip 
from  England.  Of  late,  by  the  affiftance 
of  fome  utenfils  in  agriculture,  and  fome 
experienced  hufbandmen,  fent  from  Eng- 
land by  the  company,  they  are  beginning 
to  fow  barley  and  other  grains,  and  are  in 
hopes  to  advance  in  the  improvement  and 
culture  of  their  foil,  fo  as  to  need  lefs  fo- 
reign fupply. 

They  are  very  much  infelfed  with  rats 
and  mice,  which  does  not  a little  obfcru6t 
their  imiprovement  of  the  ground.  At  the 
landing  place,  oppofite  the  fort,  they  were 
fo  numerous,  that  our  cooper,  whom  we 
had  put  on  (bore  to  fit  up  our  water-cafks, 
could  not  get  fleep  in  his  tent,  nor  a bit  of 
vidfuals  preferved  for  them.  The  inhabi- 
tants told  me,  that  thefe  vermine  eat  the 
feed  after  it  is  fown  in  the  ground. 

Few  people  in  the. ifland  eat  any  bread, 
except  the  Governor,  who  is  fupplied  from 
England ; but,  inftead  thereof,  they  eat  a 
kind  of  root,  called  Yame,  which  grows 
about  the  planters  houfes  like  our  potatoes, 
nor  are  they  unlike  them  in  talle,  tho’  not 
fo  agreeable. 

C 4 
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As  we  proceeded,  we  found  the  ifland 
beautifully  diverfihed  with  hills  and  plains  ; 
but  our  roads  on  the  fides  of  the  hills  were 
rugged  and  dangerous.  We  arrived,  at  lad:, 
at  one  of  the  pleafanted  fpots  on  the  whole 
ifland,  called  the  Long- Wood,  where  the 
Governor  has  a fummer-houfe.  The 
ground  there  is  covered  with  trees,  which 
are  low  and  fmall,  and  very  pleafant.  The 
extent  of  tliis  fpot  is  not  above  two  miles 
long,  and  one  broad.  The  only  game  here 
is  pheafants,  wood-cocks,  and  partridges. 
This  place  is  fometimes  the  recefs  of  the 
Governor,  and  gentlemen  that  may  hap- 
pen to  be  with  him.  Here  the  company 
keep  a flock  of  fome  hundreds  of  black 
cattle,  for  the  ufe  of  their  fliips  that  touch 
at  the  ifland,  with  flore  of  hogs,  goats,  tur- 
, keys,  geefe,  hens,  and  other  poultry.  The 
bullocks  are  fmall,  but  fweet  and  tender, 
refembling  thofe  of  the  Highlands  of  Scot- 
land. This  wood  is  about  four  miles  from 
Chapel- Valley,  and  the  pleafantefl;  and 
moft  fruitful  part  of  the  ifland.  Here  we 
found  apple,  pear,  peach,  apricock,  and 
water-melon  ti  ees,  and  feveral  garden-roots 
common  with  us  in  Europe.  Befides  thefe, 
feveral  peculiar  to  hot  countries  are  in  this 
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fpot,  fach  SS  th  e plantain,  bannanoc, 
banyan,  and  other  Indian  trees.  Yet 
all  thefe  things  are  exotics,  Vv^hich  contri- 
bute little  to  the  fupport  of  life  ^ for,  as  I 
obferved  before,  the  inhabitants  would 
fometimes  ftarve,  had  not  heaven  brought 
plenty  of  fifh  about  the  ifland,  which  they 
have  for  the  taking  j fuch  as,  mgckrel,  bon- 
netoes,  cavallees,  conger  eels,  old  wives, 
guard-iifh,  albicores,  crab-fiih,  lobfters, 
foldiers,  rock-fifh,  land-hfh,  ftone-bafs, 
fun-fifh,  fucking-fifli,  pilct-fifh,  hog-fifh, 
with  plenty  of  fharks,  and  others  not  pro- 
per for  food. 

On  and  about  the  rocks  of  the  ifland, 
there  are  great  numbers  of  fowl,  every  way 
refembling  pigeons,  except  their  web-feet, 
which  fhew  that  they  are  of  the  fea-fowl 
kind.  They  always  fly  to  the  windward, 
and  are  fometimes  feen  at  a conhderable 
diflance  from  the  land,  v/hich  is  a fure 
hgn  to  our  fhips  of  their  approach  to  the 
ifland.  Here  are  alfo  albitrofles,  called 
men  of  war  birds,  tropic  birds,  bobies, 
noddies,  bramani  kites,  and  other  fea-fowl 
about  the  rocks. 

Tho’  the  vines  flourifh  very  well  on  this 
ifland,  and  produce  plenty  of  grapes,  yet 
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the  climate  is  too  hot  for  making  wine ; 
for  neither  too  hot  or  too  cold  countries 
agree  with  this  liquor.  Their  wines  are 
imported  from  Europe. 

The  water  here  is  very  good  ; but,  after 
rain,  is  very  brackilli,  occafioned  by  the 
fredi  ftreams  running  over  the  rocks,  which 
wafii  off  the  fait,  and  make  it  tade  like 
fea-water.  I have  feen  the  bottom  of  a 
calk,  after  fcanding  fome  time,  covered 
with  folid  pieces  of  fait.  The  better  fort 
of  people  take  care  to  furnilh  tliemfelves 
v/ith  frefli  water  from  the  moft  rugg;ed 
rocks,  which  contain  the  beft  fprings,  when 
they  think  rain  approaching. 

As  we  were  travelling,  each  with  a bun- 
dle of  bifcuit  and  cheefe,  among  the  rocks, 
we  met  an  old  have,  who  looked  like  a flee- 
leton.  He  told  us,  that  he  was  8o  years 
old,  had  been  feveral  times  in  England 
with  the  Company’s  Ihips,  and  was  born 
in  Bengal.  He  added,  that  he  was  going  to 
the  other  fide  of  the  illand,  on  an  errand 
from  the  fort,  and  was  to  return  in  a day 
or  two;  and  that  he  had  only  a few  yams 
and  lemons,  which  were  in  a bag  hung 
over  his  llioulder,  for  his  fubfidence.  We 
all  contributed  to  fil  his  bag  with  better 
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ftore,  which  gave  him  no  fmall  joy,  and> 
returning  a thoufand  thanks  for  our  libe- 
rality, he  went  forward  with  furprifing 
alacrity. 

We  foon  reached  a planter’s  houfe,  where 
we  refided  three  daysj  during  which  we 
were  employed  in  furveying  the  broken  and 
ghaftly  figure  of  the  rocks  and  their  fum- 
mits.  If  I had  not  before  read  or  heard  of 
the  general  convulhon  of  the  earth  at  the 
deluge,  I could  not  have  helped  faying  to 
myfelf,  on  the  light  of  this  illand,  that,  as 
the  globe  of  this  earth,  when  it  received 
its  original  form  from  the  hand  of  the  Cre- 
ator, muft  have  been  of  a more  fmooth, 
perfecf,  and  regular  ftrudlure,  there  mud:, 
undoubtedly,  fome  great  confulion  and  dif- 
order  have  happened  to  itj  dnCe  here  was 
an  illand,  or  rather  a very  large,  irregular, 
and  tremendous  rock,  cad:  by  itfelf,  and- 
feparated  at  fuch  a diftance  from  the  con-, 
tinent  of  Africa,  or  any  other  part  of  the 
earth. 

Notwithflanding  the  general  poverty  of 
the  idand,  yet  they  live  very  happy.  I was 
told  that  fome  planters  here  are  fo  rich,  as 
to  give  200  1.  dowry  with  a daughter. 
They  live  in  perfect  fecurity,  neither  in 

danger 


28  'An  Account  of  St.  Helena^ 
danger  of  enemies  nor  robbers,  wild  beafts, 
nor  rigorous  feafons,  and,  for  the  moft 
part,  are  in  a continual  ftate  of  health. 
Their  walls  are  the  higheft  rocks,  and 
their  moat  the  ocean.  As  they  are  here 
detached  frpm  all  the  reft  of  the  world, 
dwelling  in  uninterrupted  quiet;  enjoy-r 
5ng  a ferene  fky ; fteady  and  moderate 
breezes ; furrounded  with  herds  of  cattle ; 
ftiady  trees  of  various  kinds ; abundance  of 
flying  and  fwimrain.g  animals ; and,  above 
all,  with  the  convincing  marks  of  the  gene- 
ral cataftrophe  of  the  flood : thefe  cir^ 

cumftances  confidered,  this  place  would 
certainly  be  a fine  retirement,  and  give 
large  opportunity  to  a philofophic  mind, 
in  obferving  and  contemplating  the  works 
of  nature. 

A fort  of  tobacco  grows  here,  but  comes 
to  little  or  no  perfeftion,  and  is  only  ufed 
by  the  flaves. 

In  the  planter’s  houfe,  each  of  us  paid  a 
dollar  a-day  for  bed  and  vidtuals,  befides 
furnifning  our  own  drink.  Tho’  we  paid 
fo  dear,  our  table  was  but  meanly  covered  ; 
inftead  of  bread  to  our  tea  in  the  morning, 
we  had  a yam  cut  in  thin  flices,  and 
toafted. 
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A fchool-mafter  is  fettled  here  by  the 
company,  for  teaching  the  inhabitants  to 
read  and  write  Englifh,  and  common 
arithmetic.  Their  proficiency  in  either  is 
inconfiderable,  and  their  ideas  and  know- 
ledge extremely  confined. 

For  the  greater  fecurity  of  the  ifland, 
there  are  watch-towers  placed  on  the  great- 
eft  eminences  all  around  the  ifland  j where 
the  centinels  give  fignals  from  one  to  ano- 
ther, till  they  reach  the  fort,  on  the  ap- 
proach of  any  fhipping : and,  if  there  is 
any  apprehenfion  ojF  danger,  all  the  inha- 
bitants are  alarmed,  and  immediately  take 
arms,  under  the  command  of  the  Compa- 
ny’s Governor.  The  flaves,  on  this  occa- 
lion,  are  not  allowed  fire-arms,  but  iron 
crows,  with  which  they  loofe  the  fmall 
rocks  on  the  fummit,  and,  in  cafe  of  an 
attack,  could  do  great  execution. 

The  inhabitants  give  great  prices  for 
European  commodities,  efpecially  fuch  as 
are  neceffary  for  the  fupport  of  life.  The 
Governor  keeps  a ftore-houfe  of  thefe, 
and,  if  well  fupplied,  fells  them  out  reafon- 
ably.  I have  feen  cheefe  fold'  here  at  9 d. 
or  I s.  per  pound. 
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The  commodities  proper  for  this  mar- 
ket are. 


Cheefe, 

Butter, 

Ale, 

Beer, 

All  forts  of  Spirits, 
Thread, 

Needles, 

Ribbons, 

Pins, 

Old  Wigs, 


Cheap  new  V/igs, 
Buckles, 

Buttons, 

Silk  fhoes  for  women, 
Stays  for  ditto. 
Stockings, 

Shoes, 

Old  Hats,  laced  or 
plain, 

New  ditto,  about  6 
or  8 s.  prime  coif. 


Tho’  the  Inhabitants  enjoy  all  the  tran- 
quillity and  health  above  deferibed,  are  very 
few  in  number,  and  lie  at  fuch  dilfance 
from  all  other  parts  of  the  world,  yet  there 
is  perhaps  no  place,  in  proportion  to  its 
extent,  that  furnilhes  more  inftances  of 
pride,  contention,  and  divifion,  than  here. 
Not  indeed  about  religious  points,  for  they 
are  all  uniformly  united  in  the  principles  of 
the  church  of  England ; but  about  their 
civil  interelfs  and  rights.  While  we  were 
here,  the  Governor  was  much  beloved  by 
the  foldiers,  and  as  much  hated  by  the 
planters.  An  officer  under  him,  and  who 
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owed  his  fortune  to  the  Governor,  was  fo 
ungenerous  as  to  avail  himfelf  of  the  difcon- 
tent ; he  tranfmitted  a complaint  from  the 
planters  to  the  Company,  laying  out  their 
pretended  grievances : foon  after  the  Go- 
vernor was  recalled,  and  this  officer  appoint- 
ed to  fucceed  him,  who  is  as  much  hated 
by  the  foldiers,  as  the  other  was  beloved. 

Through  the  indifcretion  of  a young  of- 
ficer lately  here,  there  happened  a melan- 
choly affair  in  the  family  of  one  of  the 
moft  reputable  planters  in  the  ifland.  The 
planter  married  a young  and  agreeable  v/o- 
man  of  the  fame  place,  who  probably 
had  been  better  fed  than  taught ; for  the 
young  officer,  foon  after,  commenced  a 
criminal  coi*refpoiidence  with  the  young 
wife,  and  communicated  to  her  the  Gallic 
pox.  The  hufband  was  foon  affedfed,  per- 
haps before  the  unhappy  v/oman  knew 
what  was  the  matter  v/ith  heiTelf  j but 
he,  having  never  heard  of  the  difeafe,  was 
credulous  enough  to  impute  it  to  an  over- 
train, or  fome  fuch  caufe,  but  never  in 
the  leaf;  fufpecled  his  wife.  The  guilty 
perfons  went  both  to  the  furgeon  of  the 
ifland,  and  were  foon  cured.  The  poor 
planter  went  likewife,  but  was  ffiifted  off 

with 
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with  a trifling  anfwer.  He,  fome  time 
after,  difcovered  his  complaints  to  a fiirge- 
on  of  a fhip  that  had  lately  arrived,  who, 
on  examination,  told  him  that  he  was 
feverely  poxed.  The  planter,  confcious 
that  he  had  had  dealings  with  no  other  fe- 
male but  his  wife,  naturally  became  jealous  j 
but  prudently  enough  faid  little,  till  one 
day,  while  he  was  on  the  watch,  he  caught 
the  adulterers  in  the  very  a6f,  which  con- 
firmed his  fufpicion  by  a convincing  proof. 
The  offender  made  his  efcape  to  the  fort, 
and,  hearing  that  the  planter  threatned 
to  take  his  life,  he  took  the  firft  oppor- 
tunity of  going  paffenger  for  England. 
Doubtlefs  the  planter,if  he  continued  to  live 
with  his  wife,  muff  neverthelefs  be  unhap- 
py. Such  are  the  exploits  of  fome  of  our 
raw  military  ffriplings! 

No  lefs  to  the  fliameand  reproach  of  the 
clergy,  another  inftance  of  the  fame  kind 
happened  when  I was  there.  A clergyman, 
lately  fent  over  from  England  to  fupply  the 
vacancy  occafioned  by  the  death  of  the  former 
incumbent,  to  the  fcandal  of  his  profeffion, 
ffiewed  himfelf  a very  diliblute  young  fel- 
low. The  firft  thing  he  did,  and  perhaps 
before  he  had  made  one  fermon,  was  to 

debauch 


An  Account  of  St.  Helena.  33 

debauch  an  agreeable  young  lady,  the 
daughter  of  one  of  the  principal  men  of 
the  illand.  His  intimacy  with  her  was 
difcovered  entirely  by  his  own  indiferetion. 
Her  father  was  alarmed^  and  fwore  re- 
vengej  and  the  offender  was  obliged  to  fculk 
about  for  fear  of  him.  At  laft,  thro’  the 
interpofition  of  fome  friends,  the  father 
confented  to  pafs  from  the  injury,  on  con- 
dition the  parfon  fhould  marry  his  daugh- 
ter, the  only  way  left  to  atone  for  his 
crime,  and  to  retrieve  the  young  lady’s 
honour.  But  this  he  abfolutely  refufed. 
When  we  left  the  ifland,they  were  at  great 
variance;  and,  undoubtedly,  fhe  parfon 
will  be  obliged  either  to  accept  the  offer, 
or  return  to  England,  to  avoid  a greater 
punifhment.  Such  are  the  pious  works  of 
fome  of  our  young  fpiritual  pallors ! 

This  being  the  firfl  place  where  I had 
ever  had  accefs  to  fee  the  flavery  of  our 
fellow  creatures,  I could  not  help  bewail-^ 
ing  their  hard  fortune,  and  being  fenfibly 
touched  at  the  fight  of  their  mifery.  My 
heart  filently  pleaded  in  their  behalf,  and 
pitied  their  mailers  infenfibility,  and  fome- 
times  cruelty,  at  the  fame  time  that  I con- 
demned them.  Nothing  ever  gave  me  a 
D better 
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better  leflbn  of  the  mifery  and  weaknefs 
of  mankind.  What  is  more  cruel,  barba- 
rous, unchriHian,  and  Ihocking  to  nature, 
than  to  fee  one  half  of  mankind  torturing, 
the  other ; or  that  the  different  tin6lure  of  the 
fkin,  or  fimplicity  of  manners,  fhould  induce 
us  to  exercife  the  greateft  cruelty  towards 
them.  To  make  a property  of  condemned 
malefa<Tors,  is,  I believe,  confonant  to 
the  laws  of  God  and  man  j but  with  what 
fliew  of  juflice  can  we  make  flaves  of  a 
people  of  another  free  country,  and  even 
of  little  children,  who  have  done  nothing 
to  provoke  us  ? Were  they  not,  were  not 
all  mankind  originally  born  to  liberty? 
Have  they  not  the  fame  pretenfions  to  the 
favour  of  the  Deity,  and  to  life  and  im- 
mortality ? Cuflom  may  make  fuch  prac- 
tices common,  but  will  never  make  them 
lawful. 

I was  told,  as  an  apology  for  the  hard- 
fliips  they  put  the  (laves  to,  that  they  had 
fometimes  made  attempts  for  liberty,  the  love 
of  which  is  implanted  in  our  very  natures, 
having  frequently  run  away  with  the  boats, 
with  a fmall  Ifore  of  water,  yams,  and 
fome  other  neceflaries  they  had  ftolen  from 
their  mafters.  But,  as  they  were  at  fuch  a 

vaft 
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vaft  diftance  from  any  other  land,  and  ig- 
norant of  navigation,  they  returned  back 
to  their  bondage,  after  having  fpent  their 
ftrength  and  provilions  in  vain.  As  they 
do  not  work  on  Sundays,  they  ufed  to 
come  on  board  us,  in  order  to  barter  fifh, 
lemons,  &c.  for  bifcuit,  falt-beef  and  pork. 

It  may  naturally  be  fuppofed,  that  the 
notions  of  fuch  of  the  inhabitants  as  were 
never  off  the  ifland  mull  be  very  confined ; 
nor  can  their  politenefs,  copied  chiefly  from 
indifferent  models,  the  fea-faring  people, 
be  very  extraordinary.  Their  fimplicity  may 
be  eafily  conceived  from  the  following  fpe- 
cimen  of  polite  converfation.  Some  gen- 
tlemen, belonging  to  one  of  our  fhips, 
being  in  company  with  feveral  ladies  of 
the  beff  fafhion,  one  of  the  gentlemen 
was  fpeaking  of  the  fplendor  of  Vaux- 

hall  and  Ranelaugh  gardens,  and  of 

the  great  crowds  of  fine  company  that 
aflembled  there ; on  which  a lady,  account- 
ed a wit  in  St.  Helena,  replied,  “ O,  1 
“ fuppofe,  all  this  is  when  the  fliipping  are 
“ there,  and  the  place  full  of  company.” 
This  fame  lady  is  no  lefs  learned  in  the 
ancients,  than  in  the  hiftory  of  mo- 
dern times. There  were  few  authors, 

D z even 
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even  the  moll;  abftrufe,  but  Ihe  had  llu- 
died.  In  Ihort,  fhe  lately  favoured  the 
vvorld  with  an  important  difcovery,  which 
is  fufficient  to  demonftrate  the  force  of  her 
fuperior  genius,  That  the  reafon  why 
“ Homer  called  one  of  his  books  the  Iliads, 
“ or,  which  is  the  fame  thing,  his  eye-lids, 
“ was  becaufe  he  was  blind.” 

But  I mull:  do  the  female  fex  here  the 
juftice  to  fay,  that  they  have  a greater  flow 
of  fpirit,  and  thirfl:  after  knowledge,  than 
the  generality  of  the  men ; fome  of  them 
even  travel  to  gratify  their  curiofity.  I 
have  feen  them  in  mofl:  parts  of  India  j and 
it  is  to  their  laudable  efforts  that  the  Com- 
pany are  obliged  for  the  increafe  of  their 
white  fubjedts  in  thofe  parts.  It  is  a plea- 
fure  to  fee  with  what  complaifance  they 
receive  a flranger.  Clapping  their  hands 
together,  and  making  a low  courtefy,  is  the 
manner  of  welcoming  him. 

Their  houfes  are  pretty  clean.  They 
always  fpeak  of  England  as  their  .home, 
and  moll  of  them  that  I have  fpoke  with 
exprelfed  a flrong  inclination  to  fee  it. 
But  the  ties  of  friendfliip,  and  the  ex- 
pence of  the  voyage,  prevail  with  them  to 
remain,  even  after  refolving  on  the  voyage : 

fo 
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fo  that  few  of  them  have  ever  been  in  their 
parent  country. 

The  climate  is  very  wholefome,  and  the 
conftant  fea-breezes  render  the  heat  very 
tolerable.  We  left  a man  * of  our  com- 
pany in  a deep  confumption  to  recover  his 
health. 

I went  once  or  twice  a fhooting  in  the 
Longvv'cod.  We  got  fome  very  plump 
fmall  partridges.  There  is  plenty  of  fport. 
But  you  may  kill  numbers,  and  bring  off 
few  j for  they  often  fall  into  rocks  and  ca- 
verns, where  it  would  be  madnefs  to  fol- 
low them. 

There  is  no  regular  tide  at  this  ifland, 
but  a riling  and  falling  of  the  water  about 
two  or  three  feet.  At  the  eaft  fide  of  the 
fort,  not  far  from  the  draw-bridge,  there  is  a 
landing-place,  with  ffeps  to  go  up.  But 
I would  prefer  the  landing-place  called  the 
Cov^,  a little  further  ealf,  both  becaufe 
the  furf  is  lefs;  and  becaufe  you  can  land 
here  with  lefs  difficulty.  The  landing- 
place  at  the  fort  has  a crane  for  loading 
and  unloading  boats,  with  a rock  funk  un- 
der it,  which . makes  it  very  dangerous. 

■*  John  Gray  mufician.  We  fince  received  an  ac- 
count that  he  died  about  a month  after, 
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This  is  the  place  where  our  long-boat  was 
ftove,  and  all  the  people  wafhed  out,  on 
the  28th  of  December  lall.  ' ‘ 

The  inhabitants  told  me,  that  they  never 
have  any  thunder  or  lightning  j nor  have 
any  of  them  ever  been  feized  with  the 
fmail-pox,  tho’  the  Europeans  that  touch 
there  often  brought  the  difeafe  with  them, 
has  been  remarked,  however,  that  when 
i:,  ; ihabitants  are  tranfported  to  another 

c"  • ^ -e.  they  are  more  liable  to  that  difeafe 
i:  , ter  people,  and  fufFer  ntO|;e  by  it. 

i - ; ^ r emained  here  twenty  days,  and 

L.:  ' rjiiveied  our  ftores,  taken  in  frefh 
I ' ';-;  a..,  and  refrelbed  ourfelves,  we  were 
r:-  v-:'-  ready  to  fail. 
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VOYAGE 


St.  HELENA  to  JAVA. 


N Wednefday  the  14th  of  January 


1747,  at  five  in  the  evening,  our  Cap- 
tain and  fupercargoes  came  on  board . They 
were  faluted  with  nine  guns  by  our 
fhip  and  the  fort ; we  weighed  anchor 
at  feven,  and,  on  our  leaving  the  ifland, 
we  faluted  the  fort  with  nine  guns, 
which  returned  the  fame  number.  We 
had  variable  winds,  but  an  invariable  heat, 
with  great  lightnings  in  the  night.  We 
were  clofe  followed  by  fhoals  of  fharks, 
flying-fifli,  and  dolphins,  which  many  of 
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our  feamen  looked  upon  as  an  omen  that 
our  fhips  crew  would  be  foon  lickly. 

On  the  23d  we  found  ourfelves  in  lat. 
25“,  37',  and  that  the  variation  of  the 
compafs  was  6°,  12'.  W.  About  this  time 
we  felt  the  weather  cool  and  damp,  and 
continued  fo  till  the  fifth  of  February,  v/hen 
we  had  a brifk,  but  diy  gale  of  wind,  with 
a large  fwell  from  the  S.  W,  With  this 
wind  we  failed  at  the  rate  of  ten  miles  an 
hour. 

On  the  fixth  and  feventh,  the  wind  de^' 
creafed,  and  the  heat  returned.  We 
thought  ourfelves  near  the  Cape  of  Good- 
Hope;  but,  after  founding  13b  fathom, 
we  found  no  ground.  At  noon,  our  lati-r 
tude  was  36%  42' i the  variation  was  17°, 
24  W. 

We  frequently  faw  very  large  grara- 
pufes,  in  appearance  like  the  hull  of  a 
velTel  of  thirty  or  forty  tuns.  The  weather 
continued  very  thick  and  hazy  from  the 
thirteenth  to  the  feventeenth,  when  we  had 
very  hard  rains,  and  fudden  fqualls  of 
wind. 

On  the  twentieth  it  blew  very  hard,  with 
great  rains  and  lightning.  One  of  our 
mep  fell  from  the  main-yard  into  the  fea  j 
i • biU 
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but  the  wind  was  fo  violent  that  we  could  not 
bring  her  to,  without  running  the  rilk  of 
carrying  away  all  our  mafts,  and  the  poor 
wretch  was  fuffered  to  perifh  in  the  ocean. 
This  accident  was  imputed  to  his  being  in 
liquor. 

On  the  twenty-firft  the  violence  of  the 
weather  abated,  and,  on  the  twenty-fecond, 
was  clear,  and  inclining  to  a calm,  when 
incredible  numbers  of  birds,  called  Albi- 
trofies,  were  flying  about  us.  We  began 
to  wifh  for  fome  frefh  victuals,  by  taking 
fome  of  thefe  fowls.  For  which  purpofe, 
as  well  as  for  amufement,  we  provided 
ourfelves  with  fl:rong  fifhing-lines  j to 
which,  at  proper  diftances,  we  tied  chips 
of  wood,  to  prevent  the  lines  from  fluk- 
ing. We  baited  our  hooks  with  pieces  of 
pork  and  beef.  On  letting  out  the  lines 
a little  way  aftern  of  the  fliip,  the  birds 
darted  down  upon  the  baits  and  fwallow- 
ed  them.  By  giving  the  line  a fudden  pull, 
the  hooks  faftened,  and  we  pulled  them 
into  the  fhip  with  eafe  ■,  but  when  we  hap- 
pened not  to  hawi  them  in  with  alacrity, 
they  bit  the  line  thro’,  and  got  off : and 
fometimes  others  of  the  flock,  that  were 
not  intangled,  would  fly  before,  and  bite 
the  line,  that  the  intangled  bird  might  e» 

fcape. 
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fcape.  One  of  them,  meafured  from  the 
tip  of  both  wings  extended,  ten  feet. 
They  have  a joint  more  in  the  wing  than 
any  other  fowl  I ever  faw.  They  have  a 
curious  bill ; and  a large  web  foot,  as  broad, 
as  a man’s  hand.  They  are  lofty  and 
ftrong ; have  a Ikin  as  thick  as  that  of  a 
Iheep,  and  are  covered  with  a fine  goofe- 
coloured  feather  as  foft  as  down.  Not  fa- 
tisfied  with  admixing  their  beauty,  we  kill- 
ed, Ikinned,  and  boiled  feveral  of  them.- 
The  broth  was  very  good,  but  when  we 
baked  them,  they  tailed  pretty  lliongly 
of  filhj  yet  we  preferred  them  to  fait 
provifions.  Ten  of  us  fupped  on  one,  and 
were  well  fatisfied. 

On  the  fecond  of  March  the  wind  be- 
gan to  increafe.  We  reeffed  our  top-fails, 
handed  our  foretop-fail  and  main-fail. 
The  decks  were  always  wet  with  the  fea. 
Rains  and  lightning  were  now  very  com- 
mon, and  gave  us  little  dillurbance. 

On  the  fourth  we  had  a great  fwell,  the 
fliip  pitched  very  deep,  and  fplit  our  fprit- 
fail.  We  were  now  in  lat.  36°,  57.'  and 
variation  26°,  1.  W. 

On  the  fifth  the  fwell  abated,  and  the 
weather  pretty  fair  and  clear.  Till  the 
,^fteenth  nothing  material  happened,  when, 

at 
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4t  mid-night,  we  made  the  ifland  of  St. 
Paul’s,  bearing  S.  E.  from  us.  At  four  in 
the  morning,  the  body  of  it  bore  S.  S.  E. 
about  five  miles  diftant ; at  which  time, 
being  our  neareft  diftance,  I took  the  fol- 
lowing fketch  of  it. 


The  fight  of  this  ifland  did  not  long  de- 
tain us.  We  were  glad  of  having  feen  itj 
for  we  wanted  to  correcl  our  longitude, 
and  to  take  a frefli  departure,  as  we  had 
fufpedied  a current  ever  fince  we  pafTed  to 
the  eaftward  of  the  Cape  of  Good-Hope. 
According  to  the  befl  charts  and  journals 
we  had,  it  lies  about  74°,  E.  from  the  me- 
ridian of  London,  in  the  latitude  of  37", 
50'.  S.  The  weather  being  hazy,  we  had 
no  opportunity  of  taking  an  obfervation. 
We  did  not  fee  the  ifland  of  Amfterdam, 
tho’  it  is  not  far  diftant.  The  ifland  of 
St.  Paul’s,  which  lies  mid-way  between  the 
Cape  and  New  Holland,  feems  larger  than 
St.  Helena,  has  better  ground  upon  it,  at 
leafl  is  more  verdant.  It  is  furrounded  with 
high  and  fteep  rocks  ^ yet  is  faid  to  be  def- 
~ ^ titute 
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titute  of  frefh  water,  and  confequently  of 
inhabitants.  When  I looked  attentively 
•upon  this  uninhabited  and  remote  parcel 
of  earth,  I was  ftruck  v/ith  a fecret 
pieafure  and  awe,  which  I cannot  eafily 
exprefs.  It  called  to  mind  the  infinite  va- 
riety of  the  works  of  the  Creator,  that 
lie  hid  from  the  knowledge  of  the  human 
kind. 

After  w'e  lod  fight  of  this  ifland, 
without  attempting  to  go  afliore,  we  had 
variable  winds  : a great  fweil  followed  us  j 
and  damps  fell-  in  the  night,  which  made 
our  deck  appear  in  the  morning  as  if  it 
had  rained. 

On  the  twenty-feventh,  we  cleaned  our 
hiip,  righted  our  pinnace  and  long-boat ; 
and,  on  the  twenty- eight,  we  delcried  a 
very  large  veiTel  bearing  N.  N.  E.  about 
four  leagues  diftant.  Not  knowing  but 
that  it  might  be  a French  man  of  war, 
we  cleared  the  deck  and  fteerage,  and 
made  ready  for  a flout  defence.  But  we 
were  well  enough  pleafed  to  fee  her  aim  oft 
out  of  our  view,  a-ftern  of  us,  next  morn- 
ing. 

On  the  fecond  of  April,  we  had  rain, 
lightning,  and  terrible  thunder.  This,  joined 
to  the  excefiive  heat  of  the  climate,  put  us  into 
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a melancholy  fituation.  We  obferved  large 
drifts  of  trees,  and  a turtle,  on  the  fur- 
face  j which  were  fure  indications  that  wc 
were  not  far  from  land. 

On  the  third  we  bent  our  cables,  and 
made  ready  our  long-boat. 

On  the  fourth  we  had  fair  weather  j and, 
on  Sunday  rhe  fifth,  the  man  pofted  on 
the  maft-head  called  down  that  he  faw 
land.  About  half  an  hour  after,  we  all 
faw  it  bearing  E.  N.  E.  at  the  diftance  of 
feven  leagues.  As  we  had  been  eleven  weeks 
at  fea  fince  w'e  left  St.  Helena,  and  our 
water  ftinking,  we  rejoiced  at  the  profpedt 
of  getting  frefh  provifions. 

By  the  bye,  1 cannot  help  obferving, 
that  the  water  we  brought  from  the  Thames, 
after  it  had  corrupted  and  flood  fome 
time,  again  refined,  and  grew  fweet:  a 
property  that  no  other  water  we  had  on 
board  pofieiTed  but  itfelf.  I happened  to 
touch  the  bung-hole  of  a calk  of  the 
Thames  water  that  had  thus  refmed,  and 
it  immediately  took  fire  and  burnt  like 
fpirits. 

" On  the  evening  of  the  fifth,  the  body  of 
I Prince’s  ifland  bore  E.  by  N.  at  the  diftance 
I of  five  or  fix  leagues,  and  the  eaft  point  of 
I Java 
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Java  bore  E.  and  on  the  fixth,  at  fun-fet, 
we  were  within  two  or  three  miles  of  the 
Javan  fhore. 

On  the  feventh,  it  wds  fair  and  fultry 
hot.  In  the  night,  after  a violent  rain* 
the  fultry  heat  inftantly  changed  to  chil- 
ling cold.  Our  people  wore  only  a fhirtj 
troufers,  and  fhoes  j which  made  thefe  fud- 
den  changes  more  intolerable. 

The  frequent  calms  we  met  with  in  the 
ftraits  of  Sunda,  rendered  our  navigation 
very  tedious,  being  obliged  to  come  to 
anchor  and  weigh  again  every  two  or  three 
hours.  At  feven  in  the  morning  we  fent 
the  pinnace  on  Ihore,  on  difcovery.  At 
noon  Ihe  returned  with  a bottle,  which 
they  found  hanging  on  the  branch  of  a 
confpicuous  tree,  at  the  watering-place  of 
Java  head.  The  bottle  contained  letters, 
giving  an  account  that  Madrafs  was  taken 
from  us  by  the  French.  This  cuftom  of 
conveying  intelligence  by  letters  inclofed 
and  fealed  up  in  bottles,  and  tied  to  the 
branches  of  confpicuous  trees,  at  the  pla- 
ces of  the  iflands  where  the  Europeans  u- 
iually  take  in  fredi  water,  is  fo  common, 
that  every  fliip  tliat  touches  at  thofe  parts, 
looks  for  and  expects  it. 
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At  three  this  evening,  there  came  a prow 
from  Prince’s  Ifland,  with  five  Malaymen, 
aboard  of  us.  They  were  loaded  with 
turtle,  cocoa-nuts,  plantanes,  fowls,  &c. 
which  we  bought  from  them.  They  were 
quite  naked  to  the  belly,  which  was  co- 
vered with  a piece  of  ftriped  cotton.  An 
old  man  who  (leered  the  prow,  and  who 
feemed  fuperior  to  the  reft,  wore  a calico 
gown,  called  a Banyan. 

They  were  very  happy  with  the  fight  of 
the  Englifii  horfe,  which  was  about  three 
times  larger  than  any  of  their  breed.  They 
alked,  and  were  permitted  to  have  a fight  of 
the  cabbin  i but  with  inftrudlions  to  thofe 
who  attended  them,  to  take  care  they  dole 
nothing;  for  they  are  dexterous  thieves, 
ufing  their  toes  for  that  purpofe  as  nimbly 
as  their  fingers.  I obferved  that,  contra- 
ry to  my  own  expe6lation,  and  to  the  opi- 
nion we  entertain  of  them  in  England, 
they  know  the  value  of  money  very  well. 
They,  alked  more  than  double  the  value 
of  their  commodities,  and  what  they  really 
took  for  them. 

The  prows  are  built  very  (harp  at  both 
(lem  and  (lern,  and  confiderably  widened 
in  the  middle.  They  have  a grate,  made 
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of  the  fliccs  of  bamboo-tree,  drawn  over 
the  hold.  As  this  grate,  or  covering,  is 
tied  with  cord  to  each  fide  of  the  prow, 
they  can  walk  up  and  down,  without 
hurting  their  commodities  below,  and  can 
mod:  expeditioufly  uncover  them  when 
they  want  to  come  at  any  particular  kind 
of  goods.  Thefe  prows  are  fometimes 
covered  aloft,  in  the  form  of  an  arched 
roof,  with  dices  of  the  bamboo-tree  faf- 
tened  and  covered  with  the  cajan-leaves. 
In  fome  prows  this  arch  is  fo  high,  that 
the  Malay  people  can  ftand  upright  under 
them.  They  have  a matt-fail  and  one 
maft,  by  which  they  lie  very  near  the 
wind,  and  fail  at  a very  great  rate,  fome- 
times not  lefs  than  eighteen  miles  an  hour* 
In  the  prow  that  came  on  board  of  us, 
we  faw  them  making  ufe  of  rice,  pine- 
apples, and  bananoes.  The  rice  they  eat 
very  hot.  They  kept  their  water  in  a jar 
at  the  Item  of  the  prow,  covered  with 
their  grated  deck,  which  they  kept  furprif- 
ingly  cool,  confidering  .that  there  was  fuch 
an  intenfe  heat,  that  we  could  not  walk 
the  deck  without  fcorching  our  feet,  and 
burning  the  foies  of  our  dioes.  Yea,  tho’ 
our  deck  was  every  now  and  then  watered, 
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1 have  feen  the  planks  fo  fhrunk  and  dried 
by  the  fun,  that  I could  have  put  the  fide 
of  my  hand  into  the  gapes. 

The  people  in  this  part  ufe  the  rhilk  of 
the  cocoa-nut  more  than  water  for  com- 
mon drink.  It  is  clear,  fweet,  and  agree- 
able, at  the  fame  time  extremely  cook 
Befides,  there  is,  in  the  infide  of  the  (hell, 
a fmall  cruft,  of  about  half  an  inch  thick, 
and  in  tafte  like  the  kernel  of  our  fmali 
Britifh  nuts.  So  that  this  cocoa-nut  ferves 
often  both 'for  meat  and  drink.  And  the 
rhind  of  it  is  fo  tough,  that  they  make 
ropes  of  it. 

As  fome  of  our  people  could  fpeak  a 
little  in  the  Malayan  language,  we  alked 
them  with  whom  they  traded  ? They  told 
us,  they  came  aboard  of  all  fhips  with 
goods  and  provifions,  except  thofe  under 
Dutch  colours,  for  that  the  Dutch  had 
ufed  them,  on  many  occafions,  fo  cruelly, 
after  pillaging  them  of  all  their  goods, 
that  they  had  refolved  not  to  come  near 
them  for  the  future. 

On  the  8th  of  April,  we  weighed  an- 
chor j but  the  wind  being  fmall,  and  vari- 
able, we  had  laborious  work.  By  this  time 
we  were  fo  accuftomed  to  the  terrible  claps 
E of 
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of  thunder,  iifual  in  thefe  parts,  that  our 
feamen  ufed  to  call  them  the  King  of 
Bantam’s  great  guns.  We  had  this  day  a 
large  turtle  dreffed  for  dinner  to  our  whole 
fhip’s  company,  being  an  hundred  men. 
It  is  moil  delicious  food,  and  very  nourifii- 
ing.  It  makes  the  fineil  foup  or  broth, 
and  has  all  the  virtues  commonly  afcribed 
to  jellies,  eggs,  viper-broth,  &c.  In  this 
fea  animal  one  part  refembles  foul,  ano- 
ther fidh,  and  another  fiih,  in  colour  and 
talle. 

On  the  ninth,  we  were  becalmed,  and 
fent  our  yawl,  well  armed,  afhore  at  Ban- 
tam, to  get  intelligence. 

On  the  tenth,  we  were  within  a league 
of  Javan  iliore,  and,  though  much  vexed 
vv'ith  tacking  and  anchoring  every  now  and 
then,  we  were  agreeably  entertained  with 
the  fine  green  profpedl.  Through  our  glaf- 
fes  we  could  fee  the  clufters  of  various 
fruits  hanging  upon  the  trees,  the  country 
interfperfed  with  groves  and  rivulets,  and 
a variety  of  cuidous  birds  flying  about  us, 
ufing  their  different  notes  or  cries.  At 
eleven  o’clock  we  met  with  a Dutch  fltip 
from  Batavia,  for  Perfia,  who  informed 
us,  that  the  Dragon,  Captain  Kent,  was 
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in  Batavia  road,  and  confirmed  the  report 
that  Madrafs  was  taken  by  the  French. 
This  day  feveral  Javanefe  prows  and  ca- 
noes came  aboard,  with  monkeys,  marma- 
fettes,  paroquets,  turtle,  fowls,  and  feveral 
kinds  of  fruits.  They  feldom  went  from  us 
deep  loaded.  We  diftributed  fruit  liberally 
to  our  people  that  were  troubled  with 
the  fcurvy  j and  fent  our  long-boat  aflhore, 
along  with  two  Malays,  to  get  buffaloes, 
greens,  and  other  frefh  provifion,  vvho 
told  us  they  durft  not  bring  us  them, 
as  the  Dutch  guarda-cofta’s  were  flati- 
oned  there  to  prevent  any  fhips  getting 
frefh  provifions  but  their  own. 

On  the  eleventh,  our  long-boat  returned 
with  the  two  Malay  men,  and  four  large 
buffaloes,  which  a Dutch  guarda-coffa 
obferving,  fent  a boat  to  catch  them. 
The  Malays  received  a fignal,  and  made 
off  in  their  canoe  to  the  fhore,  without 
being  taken.  As  we  had  given  them 
half  the  price  of  the  buffaloes  in  hand, 
by  this  accident  we  faved  the  other  half, 
which  will  now  never  be  paid. 

The  buffaloes  refemble  our  oxen,  but 
are  larger,  and  more  clumfy ; they  have 
very  little  hair  upon  them.  When  they 
E 2 are 
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are  caught  in  the  woods,  cloths  are  tied 

about  their  eyes,  to  get  them  aboard. 

This  night  we  had  much  thunder  and 
lightning,  and,  being  near  the  Javan 
fhore,  heard  a terrible  noife  of  wild  beafts, 
who  inhabit  the  overgrown  woods  of  the 
ifland.. 

The  houfes  in  Java  are  raifed  upon 
pillars  eight  or  ten  feet  high,  to  which 
they  afcend  by  a ladder,  which  is  haul- 
ed up  in  the  night.  They  are  built 
and  poiTefled  in  this  manner,  both  to  a- 
void  the  ill  effedls  of  the  nightly  damps, 
and  to  prevent  an  alTault  by  wild  beafts. 
The  inhabitants  were  very  hofpitable  to 
our  people  when  on  fhore,  fetting  rice, 
fruits,  and  other  chear  before  them. 

On  Sunday  the  twelfth  of  April,  we  had 
fomc  frefh  breezes  of  wind,  which  comforted 
us  not  a little  in  the  extreme  heat  j but, 
next  day,  the  wind  fell,  and  was  fucceed- 
ed  by  the  moft  ftifling  heat,  accompanied 
with  terrible  thunder  and  lightning,  and 
heavy  rains,  beyond  ail  pofhble  defcrip- 
tion. 

On  the  fourteenth  we  weighed  anchor, 
the  wind  being  at  S.  S.  W.  and,  on  the 
nineteenth,  came  to  an  anchor  in  Bata- 
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via  road,  having  taken  fourteen  days  to 
pafs  through  the  ftraits  of  Sunda.  The 
ifland  Onroeft,  or  No-reft,  bore  from  us 
N.  W.  by  N.  the  iftand  of  Edam  N.  N.  E. 
and  the  cupola  of  Batavia  church  S.  by 
E,  Diftant  off  fhore  two  miles. 

We  found  nine  Dutch  fhips,  feveral 
Chinefe  Jonks,  and  the  company’s  fhip 
Dragon,  from  Borneo,  all  at  anchor  in 
this  road.  We  faluted  the  Dutch  commo- 
dore, and  the  Dragon,  who  returned  our 
compliment.  Here  we  had  information 
that  a fquadron  of  French  men  of  war 
were^  lying  off  Telicherry  ; and  that  the 
captain  of  the  Company’s  fhip  Onflow  had: 
been  put  in  irons  by  the  Sultan  of  Benjar, 
till  he  fhould  deliver  up  an  Indian  Prince 
and  all  his  treafure  to  the  Dutch,  who 
had  fled  to  Captain  Congreve  for  protec- 
tion. This  moving  relation  fhall  be  given 
by  and  bye. 

Our  voyage  to  Benjar  being  now,  for 
certain  reaforis,  put  off,  the  fine  ftone  horfe, 
formerly  mentioned,  was  fent  afhore  at 
this  place,  as  a prefent  to  the  governor- 
general  of  Batavia,  Baron  Imhoff,  and 
likewife  a coach  which  we  brought  from 
London. 
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In  this  road  we  obferved  feveral  alliga- 
tors, 1 which  come  from  the  rivers  of  Java, 
fwimming  round  the  veffels. 

From  the  twenty-fixth  of  April  to  the 
eighteenth  of  May,  we  did  little  elfe  than 
take  in  piovifions, 

' Oii  the  nineteenth  of  May,  the  day  when 
the  cities  of  Bantam  and  Batavia  were 
furrendered  to  the  Dutch,  they  had  great 
rejoicings.  The  cannon  of  the  caftle  and 
other  forts  were  fired,  and  anfwered  by 
the  Dutch  admiral  in  the  road.  The  En- 
glilli  officers  were  invited  to  an  evening 
entertainment  in  the  Governor’s  houfe, 
which  they  moft  prudently  excufed  them- 
felves  from  accepting  As  we  had  no 
reafon  to  join  with  them,  we  were  only 
fpeftators  of  their  mirth. 

From  this  to  the  fourth  of  June  nothing 
remarkable  occurred.  We  had  this  day 
advice  of  fix  Englifli  fhips  being  detained 
at  the  Cape  by  two  French  men  of  war. 
And  now  we  began  to  prepare  for  failing. 

On  the  ninth  we  weighed,  and,  at 
noon,  came  to  anchor  in  the  ffream  in 
fix  fathom  water,  the  wind  N.  E.  We 

* Remember  Bantam  and  Amboyna. 
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fet  fail  on  the  tenth,  and  pafled  between 
the  iflands  of  Horn  and  Edam. 

Being  now  in  the  ftraits  of  Banca,  we 
found  it  a dangerous  navigation,  being 
all  very  narrow,  and  of  very  different 
depths.  We  indeed  got  a Dutch  chart 
of  thefe  ftraits,  who  frequent  them  mofl ; 
but  even  that,  though  they  told  us  it  was 
drawn  by  the  bed:  Dutch  pilots  at  Bata- 
via, was  found  very  erroneous  in  many 
places,  whether  owing  to  inaccurate  obfer- 
vations,  or  the  fands  fliifting  their  place, 
I cannot  determine. 
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AV  A is  one  of  the  Sunda  i Hands,  and 


extends  from  5°,  3'.  to  8°,  S.  latitude, 
being  in  length, about  700  miles,  and,  in 
ibme  places,  150  in  breadth. 

The  natives,  the  original  mafters  of 
this  ifland,  are  Malays,  part  of  a nume- 
rous people  in  the  Eaft  Indies  fo  called, ' 
They  are  of  a moderate  filature,  black, 
though  not  fo  deep  as  the  natives  of  Gui- 
nea ; they  are  well  Hiaped,  and  their  hair, 
as  of  all  other  Indians,  of  a fhining  black, 
and  very  long.  They  are  generally  found 
to  be  proud,  treacherous,  and  much  given 
to  lying.  The  men  go  naked  to  the  mid-^ 
die,  which  is  covered  with  a piece  of  ca- 
lico, or  cotton,  reaching  nigh  to  their 
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knee.  Some  of  the  women  go  in  the 
fame  manner  ; but  thofe  about  the  towns 
and  coaft,  wear  a waiftcoat  of  white  cot- 
ton, with  ftrait  fleeves,  and  laced  before, 
which.  Hoping  at  the  breaft,  fhow  their 
neck  to  advantage.  They  wrap  a piece  of 
Ifamped  cotton,  or  calico,  about  their 
middle,  refembling  a handkerchief,  which 
ferves  for  a petticoat.  As  the  waiftcoat 
does  not  reach  quite  down  to  this  thin 
petticoat,  there  appears  a lift  of  tawny 
Ikin  all  round  their  middle. 

Both  fexes  have  generally  good  features, 
and,  contrary  to  what  we  commonly  ob- 
ferve  of  the  Blacks  araongft  us  in  England, 
wlio  are  all  brought  from  Guinea,  they 
have  no  flat  nofes,  thick  lips,  nor  woolly 
heads,  but  have  as  great  a variety  of  fea- 
tures as  any  people  in  the  w^orld.  They 
marry  very  young,  efpecially  the  females, 
who  are  ripe  to  have  children  at  twelve 
years  of  age,  and  are  generally  paft  child- 
bearing at  the  age  of  thirty. 

The  Javan  women  are  exceeding  amo- 
rous, and  have  a peculiar  excellency  which 
many  of  our  European  ladies  cannot  boaft, 
namely,  conftancy  to  their  lovers.  But, 
indeed,  they  expeCf  that  the  men  fliould 
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be  no  lefs  faithful  in  their  turn ; for,  if 
the  female  find  any  reafon  to  fufpeft  her 
gallant  of  infidelity,  a potion,  or  fome 
other  fuch  means,  are  found  to  put  an 
end  to  all  future  intercourfe. 

They  have  fine  regular  features,  little 
fwelling  breafls,  fprightly  eyes,  fhining 
black  hair,  and  very  long,  fometimes 
hanging  negligently  down  their  backs, 
but  oftner  neatly  wreathed  round  their 
heads  j they  have  a pleafmg  foftnefs  in 
their  manner,  with  a moft  agreeable 
fmile  or  laugh.  So  that,  though  they  are 
tawny,  they  might  pafs  even  in  Europe  for 
handfome.  They  are  all  very  cleanly, 
bathing  every  evening  and  morning,  and 
particularly  after  any  kind  of  evacuation. 
This  they  do  in  obedience  to  Mahomet, 
whom  they  follow.  They  have  commonly 
a flrong  fmell,  occafioned  by  rubbing  their 
fkin  with  oil,  which  not  only  preferves 
them  from  being  burnt  with  fcorching 
heat,  but  renders  their  fkin  foft  and  fmooth. 

The  men,  by  their  law,  are  allowed  two 
or  three  wives,  and  the  married  women, 
though  they  enjoy  full  liberty,  pay  a pro- 
found relpecl  to  their  hufbands. 

This  iflaiid  is.  exceeding  hot,  and,  in 
fome  parts,  very  unwholfome,  efpecially 
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about  the  bays  and  fliores,  where  the  lands 
are  level : for,  after  a flood,  and  the  retir- 
ing of  the  waters,  the  whole  furface  is 
covered  with  ouze  and  mud  ; and  the  rays 
of  the  fun  falling  perpendicularly,  raifes  a 
very  thick  vapour;  befldes,  the  intole- 
rable flench  of  a multitude  of  frogs  and 
infedts  that  the  waters  leave  behind,  and 
which  are  foon  killed  by  the  heat  of  the 
fun,  corrupts  the  air  itfelf  for  fome  time. 
Farther  up  the  country,  there  are  vafl 
numbers  of  trees  and  herbs,  that  have 
not  perhaps  been  touched  by  the  hand  of 
man  fince  the  deluge,  which  produce  great 
vapours,  and  renders  the  air  unhealthful. 
Near  the  towns  the  woods  are  moflly  cut 
down,  and  confequently  the  air  is  fome- 
what  better.  Indeed,  were  it  not  for  the 
fea  breezes,  which  never  fail  to  come  every 
twelve  hours,  there  would  be  no  living  on 
this  ifland  at  ail ; for,  when  the  fea-breeze 
ceafes,  and  the  land  breeze  fucceeds,  the 
place  is  more  hot  and  flifling  than  a glafs- 
houfe  in  Britain. 

The  evenings  and  mornings  are  pleafant- 
efl,  though  even  then  very  w'arm ; thefe  too 
are  the  only  hours  of  buflnefs  or  diverfion, 
and,  indeed,  it  may  be  faid  they  conftitute 
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the  day,  in  this  and  all  other  places  under 
the  Torrid-Zone. 

The  people  of  this  ifland  divide  the  year 
into  the  wet  and  the  dry  feafons,  inftead  of 
Summer  and  Winter  as  with  us.  The  winds 
in  this  part  of  the  world  blow  the  one  half 
of  the  year ' one  way,  and  the  other  half 
another,  with  very  little  variation.  When 
thefe  winds  change,  they  call  it  the  break- 
ing up  of  the  Moonfons,  at  which  time 
there  are  prodigious  Itorms  of  wind  and 
rain  that  we  have  no  example  of  in  Eu- 
- rope.  The  wefterly  moonfon  continues 
from  September  to  April,  which  is  the 
wet  feafon,  having  almoll:  continual  and 
heavy  rains  during  that  period. 

This  ifland  is  exceeding  fertile,  but 
uncultivated.  Plenty  of  all  forts  of  In- 
dian fruits  grow  here  fpontaneoully  ; and 
no  lefs  plenty  of  buffaloes,  cows,  fmali 
horfes,  deer,  hogs,  and  all  forts  of  poul- 
try, are  to  be  found,  without  any  other 
owner  than  he  who  takes  them.  The 
trading  towns  employ  people  to  take  them, 
and  fell  them  out  to  any  purchafer  that 
comes. 

In  this  ifland,  fome  of  the  inhabitants 
are  defeended  from  Europeans,  and  retain 
the  cuftoms  of  their  anceffors. 
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Befides  the  common  Indian  trees  and 
roots,  they  have  planted  many  of  our  Euro- 
pean trees  and  pot-herbs. 

Here  we  found  monkeys  of  various  fpe- 
cies,  parrots,  paroquets,  and  fquirrels, 
with  membranes  refembling  wings,  with 
which  they  fly  from  tree  tp  tree. 

There  are  incredible  numbers  of  curious 
and  beautiful  flies  and  infeds,  which, 
if  the  annual  rain  happens  ever  to  fail, 
entirely  deftroy  the  fruits  of  the  earth. 

About  the  rivers  and  marfhes  are  found 
numbers  of  ferpents,  crocodiles,  or  alli- 
gators, fome  of  them  of  a prodigious  fize. 
We  fometimes  fired  fhot  at  them,  when 
they  came  near  us.  I have  feen  them 
near  thirty  feet  long.  They  lie  commonly 
at  the  fide  of  rivers,  among  buflies,  when 
they  watch  their  prey.  They  iy^fo  clofe, 
that  they  appear,  in  colour  and  fize,  like  a 
large  trunk  of  a tree  j fo  that  a ftranger 
is  in  great  danger  of  becoming  a prey  to 
this  voracious  animal.  He  may  be  fur- 
prifed  and  deftroyed  the  fame  inflant. 

There  is  an  animal  here,  which  I had 
the  curiofity  to  view  very  attentively.  It 
refembled  the  human  form  much  more 
than  any  creature  I had  ever  feen.  It  was 
young,  had  a melancholy  look,  the  face 
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almoft  quite  bare,  but  the  head,  eye-brows, 
and  lower  part  of  the  chin  very  rough. 
It  made  little  noife,  fhewed  great  fondnefs, 
in  grafping  me  around  and  fqueezing  me  5 
and  fometimes  made  a low  penlive  found, 
as  if  whining  and  crying.  It  walked 
upright  with  great  eafe,  and  was  about 
three  feet  and  a half  high.  It  had  no  tail, 
and  was  very  often  found  in  the  woods. 
Some  people,  not  conhdering  in  the  fcale  of 
being  what  an  almoft  imperceptible  gra- 
dation is  conftantly  obferved  between  one 
fpecies  of  animals  and  that  which  is  next 
to  it,  and  ibruck  with  the  near  refemblance 
of  this  creature  to  the  human  kind,  both 
in  form  and  fagacity,  have  accounted  for 
its  production  in  the  following  manner : 
That  the  cruelty  of  the  Dutch  to  their 
Malayan  female  haves,  often  obliged  them 
to  fly  into  the  woods  to  efcape  the  cruelty  of 
their  tyrannical  mafters ; and,  being  forced 
to  live  there  folitarily,  it  was  thought  that 
they  might,  by  length  of  time,  turn  mad,  or 
infenfiblybrutifli,  and  rrjight  have  yielded  to 
an  unnatural  commerce  with  fome  animals 
in  the  woods,  by  which  this  fcrange' animal 
I have  been  fpeaking  of  was  produced. 

The  Malayan  language  is  fpoken  by  the 
natives  of  this  ifland  in  a variety  of  dia- 

le6ls. 
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le6ls,  and  is  eafily  acquired,  perhaps  eafier 
than  any  foreign  living  language  in  the 
world.  I know  feveral  Englifhmen,  who, 
in  fix  months  refidence  among  them, 
have  been  capable  to  tranfa6l  any  buli- 
nefs  with  them,  and  to  fpeak  it  tolerably 
well.  It  is  foft  and  pleafant  to  the  ear. 

A fpecimen  of  the  Malayan  language 
follows,  which  may  be  ufeful  to  people 
who  have  occalion  to  touch  at  any  of  the 
ports  in  this  part  of  India. 

An  Almond,  Sawzan. 

Almoft  aH,  Ampir  famoa. 

lam  here.  Ad  da,  la  de  fmi^ 

A horfe,  Cooda. 

An  anchor,  Saoo. 

To  anchor,  Sabo  faoo  bah. 

To  anchor  in  a port,  Sfingar. 

An  anchoring  place.  La  boa^n. 


Another, 

Not  that,  another, 

A letter. 

Any  one. 

An  Ape, 

Even  as,  or  like  as, 

Like  this,  this  mzxmzvBuggene. 
Even  fo,  or  fo,  Buggectoo. 

So  much,  Banyak. 

So  great,  Ba/aa}\ 


Llan. 

Lain  derre  pado. 
Balas  foorat. 
Barange  fiappo. 
Moniet. 
Buggcmena. 


Bad, 
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Bad,  Jatrat, 

A bag,  Caroon» 

A bafket,  Cranjongi 

Batavia,  Jaekatra, 

A bay,  L’elooc. 

To  be  not,  Jangon. 

A bear,  Browang. 

A bee,  Mad-doa. 

Beef,  Sappee^  fappac. 

Beetle  nut,  Penang, 

Bezoar,  Golega. 

Big  with  young,  Branting. 

A bird,  Booroong. 

A tiger,  Mahan  bowasi 

Blue,  Biroo, 

A bluftering  wind,  Angin  reboot, 

A boar,  Bobbee  jantan. 

To  go  aboard  a ftiip,  Naick  capal. 

To  come  from  a fhip,  Pooroon  derre,  pada 

capal. 

A boatfwain,  "yure  ba  fao, 

A book,  Kitah. 

A weight  for  gold,  Boncal, 

I oz.  8 dr.  1 2 gr.  troy. 

A man  did  go,  Sa  or  an  fooda  pegee. 

To  tarry,  Nantee. 

To  reckon,  Belang, 

To  forgive,  Mahone, 


Addled 
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Addled  as  an  egg, 
To  be  fo  or  fo, 

A merchant. 

An  enemy, 

Aik  advice, 
Afternoon, 

One  after  another. 
Bring  again, 

Come  again, 

What  age  is  he, 

A day, 

A gun. 

Alive, 

All  alike. 

All  come, 

A boatfwain, 

A bucket  to  draw 
ter  in, 

To  buy, 

By  day-light,  • 

A cage. 

Calm, 

Can  be, 

A candle, 

A cannon. 

Cannot, 

Canoe, 

A capon. 


Boo  fooc. 

Buggefoo, 

Soodagar. 

Satroo. 

Minta  jamaf. 

Lepas  tenga  arree, 
MaJJing^  mafjing, 
Combalecan. 

Cornhalela. 

Brapa  Oomor, 

Lepas. 

Budded, 

Edap. 

Sama  jooga, 

L’owas  pQotee. 

Bade  capal^  fure  babaoi 

Bakas  timbo. 

Billee  blee. 

Pada  Leangaws, 
Cooroongon. 

Ampa. 

Bollee  jaddee. 

Dion. 

Mirriam. 

Lida  bolee, 

Cayin  fagar. 

Ayam  ca?nbir. 

Captain^ 
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Captain, 

A fupercargo, 
Certain  or  true, 
Cinamon, 

Scizars, 

Cloves, 

A cloud, 

Coaft, 

Game  cock. 
Colours,  or  flags, 
A fliip’s  crew. 


Pangooloo. 

Ana  cooda. 
Lantoojfoongoo. 
Cay 00  mania. 

G anting. 

Cbarekee,  chankan. 
Awang. 

Pantee  laaof. 

Ayam  balalang. 
Warna  taangce. 


Alam. 

How-  much  does  that  Awa  capal  bakas  eto$ 
velfel  contain,  mooat  brapa. 

Contrary  wind,  Angin  derree  a couan. 

Red  coral,  Poalam  marjan. 

How  much  cofl:  that,  Brapa  de  belleton  etoo. 

Coft  me  a dollar,  Kitta  billee  fungen  ja-^ 

pical. 

Cotton,  Capas. 

A windward  country,  Negree  alias  an  yd. 
as  Surat,  Bengal, 
and  coafl:  of  Coro- 
mandel, is  called. 

A leeward  country,  Negree  haaa  anydi 
as  all  the  lands  to 
the  eaflward  of  Ac- 
kee  to  the  Molluccas 

Criftal,  Palamban. 


A Specimen  of  the  Malay  Language,  67 


A cow, 

Limboo  betina  fup* 

To  crofs  the  fea. 

Sabrang  tampay^ 

A cutlafh. 

Somfear. 

Depart, 

Laloo. 

Go  back. 

Polang. 

Evening, 

Petang  arro. 

Don’t  fail. 

Jangon  tida. 

How  far, 

Brapa  jaoo. 

A fathom, 

Depa. 

Feel  this. 

labat  la  en. 

The  feet. 

Cakkee. 

Fifteen, 

Lima  bias: 

A dry  fig, 

Booa  ara  kirray^ 

Salt  fifh, 

Lean  gatram. 

Dried  fifh. 

Lean  kirring. 

A fleet  of  fliips. 

Aiicatan  capal. 

A flower. 

Boonga, 

Flood, 

Ayer  pafa?tg. 

A nofegay. 

Boonga  fa  roone^- 

A fire  flie, 

Koorang  koon. 

Did  not. 

Boocon  tida. 

Did, 

Be  booat. 

Do  not. 

fangon  tina. 

A dog, 

Anjing, 

Dragon’s  blood. 

fernong  fatinong. 

Dragon, 

Oolar  naga. 

Drop  anchor. 

Laboo  faoa. 

Eaft, 

Pimmore, 

F 2 


Ebbing 
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Ebbing  water,  Ayer  fooroot. 


Eight, 

Eighteen, 

Eighty, 

To  empty. 
Enough, 

An  enlign, 

Enter, 

A Frenchman, 
Frefh  water, 

A friend, 

A foe, 

A croaking  frog. 
Fruit, 

A gale  of  wind, 
Garlick, 

Ginger, 

A glafs  to  drink, 
A goatj 
To  go, 

Up, 

Up  a river. 

Fine  gold, 
Coarfe  ditto. 
Gold  ore. 

Delapan. 

Delapan  bias. 
Delapan  poolos. 
Am  paean. 

Sooda: 

'Loongal. 

Mafooc. 

Oran  jrancees. 
Ayet  tawar. 
Sobat. 

ferdee  cha  lab; 
Donee  katah. 
Booa. 

Sa  tiop  angin 
Bavang  potee. 
Alia. 

Cacha  chawan. 
Cambing. 

Pegee; 

Naick. 

Moodick  foongay. 
Mas  choockee. 
Mas  moda. 

Mas  keppall. 

Gold  dud:,  Mas  Oorey. 

An  iron  to  try  gold,  Oojee  mas. 

A goofe,  Angoa. 

Grapes, 
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Grapes,  1 

Booa  angoor. 

Gray  hair, 

Bambaji  odba. 

How  great. 

Brapa  befar. 

Greater, 

Lebbee  befar. 

Green, 

Eju. 

I guefs  it  is  four  Sa^a  here  kera  ampat 

o’clock. 

jam. 

A firelock. 

Ajiingarda. 

To  load  a gun. 

Mooat  buddee. 

Prime  a gun, 

Sombo  buddee. 

Fire  a gun. 

BaJJang  buddelL 

A houle. 

Rooma. 

The  right  hand. 

Tangam  Conam. 

Left  hand, 

Langan  Kirree. 

A hankerchief. 

Sopoo  edong. 

A hanger. 

Samfcaa. 

A harbour. 

Lelook. 

A hart,  or  deer. 

Roofa. 

Not  yet. 

Booloom. 

How  long  time. 

Brapa  fama. 

How  much  does  it 

Brapa  jaddea  famone^ 

come  to. 

A Jew’s  harp. 

^Jenjoong. 

An  ifland. 

Pooloo. 

Keel  of  a fhip. 

Pandat  capah 

To  keep. 

idoongoo. 

A kid. 

Anak  cambing. 

Give  me  a kifs, 

Bree  choum  padh 

F 3 I 
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1 don’t  know. 

Kitta  teda  taoo. 

A lafs  or  virgin. 

Anak  dara. 

A league. 

Gow. 

A lemon. 

yerooc. 

Malays  to 

English  Numbers. 

I,  Satoo, 

8,  Delapan. 

2,  Dua. 

9,  Sambelan. 

3,  T:eiga. 

1— 1 

0 

4,  Amp  at. 

20,  Dua  pulo. 

5,  Lima, 

30,  Leiga  puloy 

6,  Anam. 

100,  Sa  rates. 

7,  Loogoo. 

1000,  Sa  riho. 

All  merchants  and  others  refiding  here, 
as  well  as  in  many  other  parts  of  the  Eaft 
Indies,  fpeak  either  this  or  the  Portuguefe 
language  5 for,  without  either  one  or  the 
other,  they  could  not  carry  on  their 
commerce. 

The  chief  commodities  of  this,  and  in- 
deed of  all  the  Sunda  iflands,  are  fugar, 
arrack,  pepper,  rice,  and  teak  timber  for 
building  fhips. 

I have  mentioned  already  the  cocoa- 
tree  } but  there  is  one  no  lefs  ufeful  here, 

called 
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called  by  them  the  Libby-trce,  and  by  the 
Europeans  the  Sagoe-tree.  This  tree 
grows  in  the  woods,  is  hard,  but  thin, 
and  produces  much  white  pith,  like  our 
alder.  Of  this  pith  they  make  the  thing 
we  call  fagoe,  which,  when  boiled  in 
water,  is  very  wholefome,  pleafant,  and 
nourifhing,  and  you  may  boil  it  to  what 
confiftency  you  pleafe.  By  adding  a little 
wine  and  fugar,  it  is  extremely  delicious. 
I took  it  for  breakfaft  many  months,  mix- 
ed with  a fpoonful  or  two  of  arrack.  Of 
this  pith  the  inhabitants  fometimes  make 
bread,  when  they  are  fcarce  of  rice. 

They  grow  fome  tobacco,  but  it  is  not 
near  fo  ftrong  as  that  of  Virginia  j it  has 
an  agreeable  fmell,  and  is  only  ufed  in 
fmoaking  by  the  natives.  The  Malays 
ufe  no  pipes,  but  roll  a leaf  to  the 
thicknefs  and  length  of  a finger  j this 
they  light  at  one  end,  and  fmoak  at 
the  other,  till  two  thirds  is  confumed, 
and  then  throw  it  away.  They  feldom 
drink  any  thing  while  they  fmoke. 

Though  they  have  grapes  in  plenty, 
yet  their  climate  is  too  hot  for  mak- 
ing wine  j fo  that  what  wine  they  ufe 

F4 
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is  imported  from  Europe,  Perlia,  and 
the  Cape  of  Good-Hope. 

The  chief  cities  are  Bantam  and  Ba» 
tavia. 
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H E once  famous  Bantam  is  fituate 


at  the  weft  end  of  the  ifland,  and  was 
formerly  the  fiourifhing  metropolis  of  a 
great  kingdom,  and  where  the  Englifli 
and  Dutch  had  factories  till  1682;  at 
which  time  our  friends,  the  Dutch,  fo- 
mented a war  betwixt  the  old  king  and 
his  fon.  The  father  would  not  come  into 
their  meafures,  and  become  their  humble 
flave.  But  the  fon,  like  many  of  our 
European  princes,  more  fond  of  a crown 
than  wifdom,  went  into  their  meafures. 


The 
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The  Dutch,  with  the  affiftance  of  the 
rebels,  fet  the  fon  on  the  throne,  and 
took  the  old  king  prifoner,  and  fent  him 
to  their  fettlement  at  Batavia,  on  the  fame 
ifland.  In  the  year  1683,  they  pretended 
to  have  a power,  from  the  new  king  to 
fet  the  Englifh  and  Danes  a-packingj 
which  they  did  with  a great  deal  of  info- 
lence  and  inhumanity.  They  next  built  a 
ftrong  fort,  within  piflol-fliot  of  one  that 
the  old  king  had  ereCled  as  a bridle  011 
their  encroachments.  Then  they  ruined 
the  buildings,  maffacred  many  thoufands 
of  the  innocent  inhabitants,  deprived  the 
new  king,  who  they  had  juft  fet  up,  of 
his  fovereignty,  and  have  made  him  and 
his  defcendents,  ever  fince,  their  humble 
vaffals.  Thus  they  reduced  a large  and  po- 
pulous city,  and  one  of  the  iargeft  ports 
in  the  eaftern  feas,  twelve  miles  in  circum- 
ference, to  which  all  nations  reforted,  to 
a poor  wretched  place,  where  there  is 
nothing  to  be  feen  but  the  ruins  of  v/hac 
it  once  has  been;^and  has  neither  trade 
nor  any  thing  elfe  to  render  it  defireabi©. 
This  city,  fuch  as  it  now  is,  is  fituated  at 
the  foot  of  a mountain,  out  of  which  if- 
fues  three  rivers,  or  rather  one  dividing 

itfeif 


An  Account  of  the  City  ^Bantam.  75 
itfelf  into  three  branches  j two  of  which 
furround  the  town,  and  the  other  runs 
through  the  middie  of  it. 

The  Dutch  dill  keep  a garrifon  here  of 
four  or  five  hundred  foldiers,  to  fccure 
their  factory,  and  keep  the  natives  in  fub- 
je^tion:,  who  have  a rooted  enmity  at  the 
Dutch : for  if  a Dutchman  goes  but  a very 
fmall  diftance  from  the  fort,  it  is  a great 
chance  if  ever  he  returns.  The  natives 
throw  the  lance  dexteroufly,  and  fhoot 
poifoned  darts  through  a wooden  pipe 
fixed  to  their  bows. 

The  only  product  of  this  part  of  the 
ifland  is  pepper.  It  abounds  fo  much 
with  this  ufeful  fpice,  that  I have  heard 
the  inhabitants,  and  the  Dutch  themfelves, 
fay  that  they  could  export  from  this  part 
10,000  tons  per  annum. 

The  road  is  dill  pi'etty  good  for  (hip- 
ping, with  a pieafant  bay,  in  which  fe- 
veral  fmall  iflands  are  fituated,  which,  till 
within  thefe  few  years  pad,  retained  their 
Englidi  names.  The  natives  called  them 
by  thofe  names,  to  drew  their  regard  for 
the  Englidi,  and  how  much  they  lament 
the  lofs  of  their  trade  among  them;  and 
their  king  has  no  lefs  reafon.  Though  the 

Dutch 
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Dutch  allow  him  a kind  of  palace,  and  a 
Dutch-Malay  guard  to  att^d  him  at  Bata- 
via; yet  he  is  under  fubje£lion  to  the 
Dutch  general,  and  dare  not  do  any 
thing  without  his  allowance.  The  fmali 
grandeur  he  enjoys  is  a piece  of  Dutch  po- 
licy, the  better  to  keep  the  natives  under 
fubje6tion. 
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Batavia,  which  is  entirely  fub- 
ject  to  the  Dutch,  and  the  me- 
tropolis of  their  fettlements  in  the  Eaft  In- 
dies, lies  about  forty  miles  to  the  eaftward 
of  Bantam,  in  6o°  S.  latitude,  and  i6o 
E.  longitude  from  London. 

This  city  is  fituate  at  the  bottom  of  a 
fine  bay,  in  which  there  are  feveral  fmall 
iflands  that  break  the  violence  of  the  waves, 
and  in  which  one  hundred  fail  may  ride 
at  anchor  with  fafety.  There  is  a fine 
flat  country  round  the  bay. 


The 
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The  city  is  almoft  fquare,  and  is  built 
with  brick  and  white  flone,  after  the 
manner  of  the  houfes  in  Holland.  The 
ftreets  are  wide  and  ftraight : in  twelve  of 
the  principal  ones  are  canals  in  the  mid- 
dle, with  fine  fcone-bridges  over  j and,  on 
each  fide  of  the  canals,  fine  rows  of  ever- 
green trees  are  planted.  This  fituation 
not  only  makes  the  place  very  pleafant, 
but  renders  the  fcorching  heat  lefs  intole- 
rable about  noon. 

About  the  city  is  a flrong  wall,  with 
thirty  baftions,  well  planted  with  cannon. 
They  are  fo  placed  that  they  can  be  of  as 
much  fervice  againft  an  infurredlion  in  the 
city,  as  againft  an  enemy  without  the 
wails 5 for  the  guns  are  eafily  brought  to 
point  down  the  principal  ftreets  and  ave- 
nues of  the  place. 

On  the  weft  fide  of  the  city  ftands  a 
ftrong  fort,  which  commands  both  town 
and  road.  It  has  four  royal  baftions  fa- 
ced with  ftone,  but  no  other  moat  than 
the  canals,  which  lie  at  fome  diftance 
from  the  ramparts,  are  about  twenty  feet 
broad,  and  fordable  in  moft  places.  The 
governor’s  houfe,  and  the  houfes  of  the 
principal  officers  of  the  Dutch  company^ 
8 are 
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are  within  this  fort  j fo  that  it  is  crowded 
with  buildings. 

In  the  middle  of  the  city  there  is  a large 
fquare,  Vv’hich  is  ufed  as  a parade  by  the 
garrifon.  On  the  weft  fide  of  this  fquare, 
ftands  a great  church,  whofe  cupula,  tho’ 
not  fo  large,  yet  refembles  that  of  St.  Paul’s 
at  London  fo  much,  that  the  Englifli  fal- 
iors  commonly  give  it  that  name.  On  the 
fouth  of  this  fquare  is  the  Stadthoufe,  on 
the  north  a fine  range  of  buildings,  and 
on  the  eaft  one  of  the  great  canals. 

The  fuburbs,  which,  in  fome  parts, 
reach  half  a league  into  the  country,  are 
as  large  as  the  city  itfelf,  and  inhabited  by 
Chinefe,  Portuguefe,  and  Malays.  In  thefe 
fuburbs,  where  the  people  are  moft  induf- 
trious,  are  the  greateft  number  of  ftiops, 
and  work-houfes,  for  making  arrack,  fu- 
gar,  6cc.  A few  years  ago,  when  the  Chi- 
nefe in  the  fuburbs  were  more  numerous 
than  at  prefent,  the  Dutch  maiTacred  a- 
bout  30,000  of  them,  on  pretence  of  their 
entering  into  a con fpi racy  to  take  the  city 
I once,  in  company  with  fome  Dutch  peo- 

* But  rather  to  plunder  them  of  their  riches,  which 
they  had  got  by  induftry  and  trade. 


pie, 
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pie,  termed  it  the  Dutch  Maffacre,  who 
imartly  told  me  it  was  the  Chinefe  war. 
I was  obliged  to  change  the  term,  left  I 
ftiould  have  fallen  a facrifice  to  their  refent- 
ment. 

The  governor  allows  the  Chinefe  to 
chufe  a judge  from  among  themfelves, 
for  determining  all  private  difputes.  He 
allows  them  the  free  exercife  of  their  reli- 
gion, their  temples,  and  burial-places. 

No  Chinefe  women  are  permitted,  by 
the  laws  of  China,  to  leave  their  own 
country:  fo  that  the  China-men,  in  this 
place,  are  obliged  to  marry  the  natives. 

Europeans  that  refide  at  Batavia  buy, 
or  keep  as  fervants,  the  moft  beautiful 
Malay  women.  There  are  a few  Dutch 
white  women  in  the  eity,  but  fo  fickly  and 
weak,  that,  were  I to  refide  among  them, 
I would  fooner  chufe  one  of  the  natives 
than  one  of  them. 

In  this  city  are  people  of  all  nations, 
and  all  perfuafions.  To  keep  them  under 
a regular  government,  and  prevent  rebel- 
lion, requires  a deal  of  judgment  and 
prudence,  as  well  as  power,  in  executing, 
with  ftri6fnefs  and  feverity,  the  eftablifhed 
law.  The  governor  has  a body  of  20,000 
' men 
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men  under  his  comm'and,  looo  of  which 
are  on  duty  day  and  night  in  and  about 
the  city.  Moft  of  the  foldiers  are  but 
poorly  clothed,  and  thofe  of  the  Malays 
having  neither  ftockings  nor  fhoes,  cut 
but  a forry  figure  ; and  few  of  them  are 
able  to  Hand  the  report  of  a gun,  without 
Ikipping  or  crying,  as  if  frightned  out  of 
their  fenfes.  There  are  indeed  feveral  ex- 
pert Dutch  officers  over  them,  who,  ac- 
cording to  the  maxims  of  government  in 
thofe  parts,  keep  them  in  ftridl  difcipline 
by  chaftifement  and  cruelty.  The  gover- 
nor, who  knows  how  much  the  world  is 
taken  with  appearances,  takes  to  himfelf 
the  title  of  Governor-General  of  the  Eaft 
Indies,  and  keeps  up  the  Hate  and  retinue 
of  a king.  When  he  goes  abroad,  his 
coach  and  fix  is  preceded  by  a troop  of 
horfe  guards,  a company  of  halberdeers 
furround  it,  and  another  of  foot  bring  up 
the  rear.  His  guards  are  all  clothed  in 
yellow  fatin,  trim’d  with  filver-lace,  and 
make  a more  fplendid  fhow  than  the  life- 
guards of  any  European  prince.  The  in- 
-dian  princes  pay  him  great  homage,  and 
attend  his  levee.  Their  continuing  above 
the  rank  of  flaves  depends  on  his  will  and 
G caprice^ 
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caprice.  Sometimes  thirty,  and  never  lefs 
than  twenty  fhips  of  war  lie  in  the  road, 
waiting  his  orders  : with  thefe  he  not  only 
infults  all  the  Indian  princes  in  this  part 
of  the  world,  but  crowns  and  dethrones 
them  at  pleafure. 

Batavia  is  the  great  magazine  of  the 
Dutch  Eaft  India  company,  and,  I believe, 
the  richeft  place  too.  Hither  are  confign- 
ed  the  rich  merchandizes  of  Japan  and  the 
fpice  iflands,  as  well  as  thofe  of  Perfia,  Su- 
rat, Bengal,  and  the  coafts  of  Malabar 
and  Coromandel,  befides  European  com- 
modities. They  tranfport  thefe  Indian 
merchandizes  into  Europe,  where  they  are 
converted  into  ready  money.  So  that  their 
India  trade  is  fo  far  from  diminilhing,  that 
it  increafes  their  treafure  more  than  all  the 
other  parts  to  which  they  trade.  As  a proof 
that  they  have  more  fpice  than  they  need 
for  traffic,  I have  feen  them  burn  whole 
fhip-loads  to  keep  up  the  price,  and  which 
I was  told  they  do  every  two  or  three  years. 
When  I faw  a large  field  covered  with  pep- 
per, nutmegs,  and  other  fpices,  all  in  flames, 
and  Malay  flaves  placed  at  different  dif- 
tances,  Airing  up  the  fire  with  long  iron 

hooks, 
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hooks,  it  brought  Milton’s  reprefen tation 
of  hell  fre£h  into  my  memory. 

The  governor  permits  no  fpices  to  be 
exported  by  any  private  merchant,  nor 
does  he  allow  the  inhabitants  above  two 
or  three  pounds  in  their  houfes  for  private 
life.  Yet  I have  feen  confiderable  quanti- 
ties fmuggled  aboard  by  Malay  (laves,  and 
even  by  Dutchmen  themfelves. 

The  duties  on  goods,  imported  or  ex- 
ported by  foreigners,  is  commonly  farmed 
out  by  the  governor  to  an  opulent  Chinefe 
merchant. 

About  the  months  of  November  or  De- 
cember, about  fifteen,  fometimes  twenty 
fail,  of  Jonks,  from  one  hundred  to  eight 
hundred  tons  burden,  come  hither  from 
China,  who  furnifh  this  place  with  the 
merchandizes  of  that  country,  at  an  eaher 
rate  than  they  could  have  them  by  fend- 
ing their  fhips  thither.  Each  of  thefe 
Jonks  has  a number  of  people  aboard. 
Their  hold  is  divided  into  feveral  apart- 
ments, in  each  of  which  is  a Chinefe  mer- 
chant with  his  goods.  They  commonly 
return  to  China  in  June. 

In  this  city  there  are  fome  very  beauti- 
ful girls,  drelfed  in  a loofe  Indian  habit. 

G 2 But 
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But  their  continual  chewing  the  nut  of 
the  beetle  tree,  which  makes  their  teeth 
black,  fpoils  them  to  a European  tafte. 
Both  fexes  ufe  this  nut,  arid  fmoke  opium, 
which,  tho’  it  dyes  their  teeth  black,  pre- 
vents tooth-achs  and  fcurvy  in  the  gums, 
and  makes  their  lips  of  a vermilion  colour. 
I foon  learned  this  cuftom,  which  few  of 
my  countrymen  would  fubmit  to,  and 
continued  it,  till  I could  get  none  of  them 
to  ufe. 

The  common  drefs  of  the  Dutch  women 
is  a v/hite  night-gown ; but  when  they  go 
to  church,  put  on  their  European  drefs, 
with  a female  Have  behind,  carrying  the 
beetle  nut  and  chinam  in  a box. 

The  gentlemen  and  ladies,  when  they 
go  abroad  at  noon,  are  attended  by  their 
Haves  carrying  umbrella’s,  or  kita-fol’s, 
over  their  heads,  to  keep  off  the  rays  of 
the  fun.  Nay,  there  is  not  a common 
Dutch  foldier  but  muff  have  his  black  boy 
to  carry  his  umbrella  and  wipe  his  fhoes. 

The  people  here  called  Portuguefe,  tho’ 
they  Ipeak  the  language,  are  rather  blacker 
than  the  Malays,  but  wear  the  Portuguefe 
habit-  They  are  indeed  the  defcen- 
dants  of  the  Portuguefe  who  ffrff  inha- 
bited 
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bited  here,  and,  mixing  with  the  Malay 
women,  are  now  little  different  from  the 
natives.  They  flill  profefs  Chriftianity. 
I have  been  in  their  church,  and  faw  their 
black  priefls  perform  fervice.  They  are 
proud  and  quarrelfome. 

Men  of  bufinefs  here  feidom  wear  coats, 
but  a v/aiftcoat,  white  night- cap,  and 
flock  ings,  made  either  of  linen  or  cotton  j 
except  when  they  pay  a vifit : and,  as  foon 
as  you  enter  a gentleman’s  houfe,  a have 
waits  at  the  door  to  pull  it  off. 

Dinner  heie  is  commonly  over  about 
two  o’clock,  when  water  is  brought  by  a 
flave  round  the  table,  to  waCn  hands,  face, 
and  mouth.  After  fmoaking  a pipe,  all 
retire  to  particular  apartments,  and  lie  on 
a couch  to  deep  till  four  or  five.  During 
the  time  of  deep,  a flave  or  two  flands  by 
each,  with  a fan,  to  cool,  and  keep  off  flies 
or  infcdls  from  the  face  and  hands. 

The  mufketoe  is  a very  final!  fly,  flings 
fmartly,  makes  a great  buzzing,  and  is 
much  of  the  nature  of  our  gnats  in  Eng- 
land. When  Europeans  come  firft  here, 
the  mufketoes  are  apt  to  be  very  troublefome 
to  them  ; fometimes  their  faces  and  Ikinare 
fomuchfwelledby  the  bites  of  thefe  animals, 
G 3 that 
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that  a man  will  find  difficulty  to  know  his 
intimate  acquaintance ; but,  after  we  have 
continued  fome  time  here,  the  effe6f:  of 
their  fling  is  not  fo  great.  All  the  time 
I was  in  Batavia,  I could  get  no  reft  in 
my  bed  for  them,  though  I kept  my  gauze 
curtains  as  clofe  as  poffible.  A perfon  is 
very  ready  to  fcratch  the  part  of  the  body 
w’hich  is  ftung ; but  it  is  extremely  dan- 
*.gerous : for  I have  feen  fome  of  our  peo- 
ple’s legs  and  arms  full  of  runnmg  holes 
that  I could  have  put  my  finger  in,  occa- 
fioned  by  their  having  imprudently  fcratch- 
ed  therafelves  after  being  bit.  We  all 
know  that  wounds  and  fores,  in  a hot  cli- 
mate, are  very  ready  to  putrify,  and  con- 
fequently  are  not  eafily  cured. 

I lodged  in  an  Irifhman’s  houfe,  who 
had  been  in  many  countries,  and  various 
ftations  of  life ; and  who  feemed  as  if  he 
had  colledled  in  himfelf  the  bad  of  each 
nation,  but  the  good  of  none ; yet 
had  made  a deal  of  money.  When  I went 
to  bed,  I had  five  or  fix  flaves  to  attend 
me  j one  with  a candle,  another  to  untie 
my  clothes,  and  fave  me  the  whole  trouble 
of  undreffing  myfelf.  This,  though  the 
cuftom  of  the  place,  furprifed  me  not  a 

little, 
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little,  and  raifed  in  me  many  refle61;ions 
at  one  part  of  mankind  being  fo  mifei  ably 
fubjedled  to  the  other.  For  bed  and  board 
I paid  a dollar,  or  crown,  per  diem. 

Here  the  Dutch  have  a mint,  where  dol- 
lars, rupees,  and  other  lefier  monies  are  coin- 
ed. Their  workmen  fall  fhort  of  our  Euro- 
peans in  making  fprings  for  clocks  and 
watches.  They  told  me  they  could  not  be 
brought  to  a proper  temper  in  hot  coun- 
tries. 

•The  Dutch,  from  a political  view,  keep 
a number  of  Malays  in  tlieir  pay,  cal- 
led thief-catchers,  or  informers,  who  are 
commonly  the  moft  rafcally  j they  are  al- 
lowed to  wear  the  Dutch  livery,  and  to 
carry  weapons.  Thefe  fellows  are  order- 
ed to  patrole  all  night,  in  order  to  feize 
fuch  Haves  as  they  fhall  find  on  the  ftreet. 
If  they  find  any  Tun-away  flaves,  they  are 
furrendered  to  their  malfer  next  morning, 
who  may  punifh  them  in  what  manner  he 
pleafes,  but  not  to  take  their  life  without 
public  authority.  If  they  find  flaves  that 
have  no  mafters,  they  are  immediately 
chained  together  in  couples,  like  hounds, 
and  fent  to  work  in  repairing  the  fortifica- 
tions, canals,  and  public  works.  Old 
G 4 flaves, 
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Haves,  wHio  have  behaved  well,  are  appoint- 
ed over  them  as  boatfwains  or  mailers, 
who,  if  the  wretched  Haves  are  either  lazy 
or  weak,  lafli  them  at  pleafure  till  the 
blood  comes  from  all  parts  of  the  naked 
body.  Thefe  fellows  are  inexorable  to  all . 
the  cries  of  pity,  which  would  move  a 
Britifh  heart.  Nothing  but  death,  which 
many  of  them  long  wifh  for,  can  deliver 
them  from  this  deteflable  tyranny.  They 
are  not  allowed  food  to  keep  foul  and  body 
together  j yet  1 have  feen  five  hundred  of 
them,  all  faftened  in  couples  with  a chain 
round  their  legs,  driving  down  large  trees 
into  the  canals,  all  making  one  doleful 
found.  As  little  refpecl  is  paid  to  age  as 
to  fex ; Home  of  them  very  old ; Home  very 
young  j and  great  numbers  of  women  qf 
all  ages.  I have  been  fenfibly  affedled  to 
fee  young,  well  Hiaped,  and  beautiful 
girls,  about  fourteen  or  fifteen  years  of 
age,  chained  and  ufed  fo  barbaroufly.  I 
thought  flavery  even  at  St.  Helena  an  hard- 
fhip ; but  it  is  nothing  to  this,  which  is 
fufficient  to  melt  the  heart  of  any  body 
Hut  a Dutchman. 

Though  the  Haves  are  ufed  here  as  ty- 
rannically as  their  mailers  pleafe,  yet  their 

lives 
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lives  are  only  at  the  difpofal  of  the  pu- 
blic law.  Any  inftances  of  the  law  in- 
flicHng  death  is  generally  upon  Malays  or 
ChineTe  ; for  there  are  few  Dutchmen  that 
fuffer,  being  brought  off  fome  way  or  o- 
ther.  When  I was  there,  a Dutch  foldier 
having  fome  words  with  a Chinefe  mer- 
chant, the  latter  was  inftantly  Ifabbed. 
The  Chinefe  chief  indeed  demanded  jufdce, 
but  I never  heard  of  this  foldier  having 
been  tried  or  punifhed.  I faw  feveral  exe- 
cutions, and  particularly  one  of  a China- 
man for  beftiality,  which,  it  feems,  is  not 
uncommon ; he  was  rack’d  and  cjuar- 
tered. 

About  two  miles  dilfance  from  the  city, 
at  a fmall  wood  by  the  fide  of  a river,  there 
is  a moft  fhocking  fpedacle  of  feveral 
hundreds  of  naked  dead  bodies  hanging 
on  trees,  fome  by  the  heels,  and  others 
by  the  neck  or  fhoulders,  and  all  the  bo- 
dies picked  or  torn  by  carniferous  birds. 
The  fmell  they  occafion  in  this  climate  is 
enough  to  produce  an  infedtion  among 
the  people. 

In  the  years  1745  and  1746,  there  had 
been  a great  mortality  in  the  ifland  of  Ja- 
va, which  reached  Batavia,  that  had  cut 

off 
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off  many  of  the  Europeans,  as  well  as 
Mala}^s ; which  put  the  Dutch  in  a great 
panic,  this  being  the  main  fpring  and 
fmew  of  all  their  force,  riches,  and  gran- 
deur in  the  eaff. 

There  are  feveral  Scotch  and  Irifh  gen- 
tlemen here,  who  are  people  of  the  beft 
fafhion.  I became  acquainted  with  Mr. 
Scot  and  Mr.  Garden,  both  Scotchmen, 
who  were  men  in  great  reputation, 
and  in  a riling  way.  I here  faw  Cap- 
tain Gofling,  of  the  Suflex,  who  durff 
not  appear  in  England,  being  charged  with 
the  crime  of  wilfully  endeavouring  to  fmk 
the  Blip  not  far  from  Madagafcar,  after 
having  taken  out  the  treafure,  by  making 
a hole  in  her  bottom.  This  fuppofed  vil- 
lany  was  afterwards  difeovered  to  the 
Company  by  one  Deane,  who,  with  fif- 
teen others,  had  the  refolution  to  ftay  in 
the  fhip  after  fhe  had  been  abandoned  by 
the  captain  and  officers,  and  carried  her 
fafe  into  a port  on  the  fouth  of  Madagaf- 
car : On  leaving  which  place  they  unfor- 
tunately run  her  on  a fhoal,  where  ffie 
was  entirely  loft.  The  lives  of  the  men 
were  faved,  but  none  of  them  furvived 
the  hardfhips  they  afterwards  fuffered,  ex- 
cepting 
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cepting  Deane,  who  was  allowed  a pen- 
fion  during  life,  and  whofe  pidture  is  ex- 
hibited in  the  India-houfe,  as  a memorial 
of  his  honefty. 

One  night  as  our  boat  was  afliore,  a man 
feemingly  in  great  diftrefs  got  into  it,  and 
hid  himfelf.  When  our  people  came  on 
board,  the  poor  fellow  flarted  up,  as  lean 
as  a Ikeleton,  and  told  them  he  was  an 
Englifhman  j that  he  had  belonged  to  the 
Fame  privateer,  whofe  hulk  then  lay  in 
Batavia  road  j and  that  the  Dutch  had 
made  him  a have  j fo  he  efcaped  here  for 
deliverance.  But  as  his  accounts  of  him- 
felf were  otherwife  fufpicious,  we  fent 
him  aboard  an  Englifh  veflel  which  lay 
near  us,  bound  for  Bombay  j and  that  Ihip, 
for  the  fame  reafon,  put  him  on  board  a 
Hoop  bound  for  Bencoolen,  an  Englifli  fel- 
tlement  on  the  ifland  of  Summatra,  belong- 
ing to  the  before  mentioned  Mr.  Garden, 
and  commanded  by  Captain  Trilly,  an 
Irifhman. 

There  are  here  great  numbers  of  fmall 
velTels  that  trade  from  one  part  of  the 
Eaft  Indies  to  another,  generally  manned 
with  black  people,  called  Lajfcars,  and 
commanded  by  Europeans.  Sometimes 

our 
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our  Englifh  midfhipmeii  defert  the  Com- 
pany’s fhips  for  births  in  thefe  Moorifh 
veflels,  as  they  get  great  encouragement, 
if  they  underftand  navigation ; for  the  rich 
Moorifh  merchants  chufe  to  have  Euro- 
pean commanders,  if  they  can  find  them. 

The  ground,  for  about  ten  or  twelve 
miles  round  Batavia,  is  pretty  well  culti- 
vated. The  gentlemen  have  their  country- 
houfes,  gardens,  and  ponds,  after  the 
Dutch  mode  j and  muft  always  keep  a nu- 
merous retinue  of  fervants  well-armed. 
The  Dutch  grandees  have  their  pleafure- 
houfes  and  gardens  on  the  finall  iflands  in 
the  bay,  where  they  pafs  to  and  from  one 
another  in  boats  built  for  the  purpofe. 
Thefe  iflands  being  fliaded  with  groves, 
are  very  cool  and  pleafant. 

The  Dutch  have  a great  many  inferior 
fettlements  on  the  ifland  of  Java.  Along 
the  coaft,  eaftward,  they  have  the  colonies 
of  Cherabon,  Tagal,  Samarang,  Damack, 
Cautus,  Japara,  Tampeira,  Rambang, 
and  Sorobay,  having  all  finall  forts,  and 
well  peopled  with  Chinefe. 

Damack  is  noted  for  the  abundance  of 
rice  it  exports ; Cautus  for  the  quantity 
of  fugar  it  produces  j Tampeira  for  excel- 
lent 
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lent  teak  timber  for  building  fhips  j and 
Sorobay  for  pepper,  bees-wax,  and  iron. 

The  Englilh  had  once  a fettlement  at 
Japara,  which  is  now  well  fortified  by  the 
Dutch. 

Sugar  is  very  cheap  here,  and  was  bought 
in  1 747,  when  I was  there,  for  two  Dutch 
dollars  per  pecul,  being  133  lb.  Englifli  j 
beft  arrack  at  forty- five  rix  dollars,  each 
about  four  fhillings  value,  per  leaguer, 
containing  160  gallons  j and  fugar-candy 
at  eight  rix-dollars  per  pecul. 

I come  now,  as  I before  intimated,  to 
relate  the  circumftances  of  an  event, 
wherein  the  injuftice  and  cruelty  exercifed 
by  the  Dutch  on  the  defencelefs  Princes 
of  the  eaftern  parts  of  India,  the  encroach- 
ing and  domineering  fpirit  of  that  people, 
and  the  indignities  we  fometimes  fubmit  to 
from  thefe  our  good  friends  and  allies, 
will  be  ftrongly  pointed  out  and  illudrated. 
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Dethronement  of  the  King  of 

MADURA. 


The  ifland  of  Madura  lies  to  the 
northward  of  the  eaft  point  of  the 
ifland  of  Java.  It  is  fmall,  but  very  fer- 
tile and  pleafant.  The  inhabitants  are 
part  of  that  numerous  eaftern  people  cal- 
led Malays,  and  were  governed  by  a king 
of  their  own. 

The  Dutch,  who  are  mafters,  or  rather 
conquerors  of  the  moft  part  of  the  Indian 
iflands,  and  who  tyranize  over  all  the  Indi- 
an princes  thereabout,  formed  a projedt 

for 
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for  taking  it  in  the  year  17465  and,  af- 
ter meditating  a fhew  of  reafon  for  mak- 
ing war  upon  it,  they,  in  the  year  1747, 
on  fome  very  flight  pretence,  invaded  and 
fubdued  it,  and  made  flaves  of  the  peo- 
ple. They  fent  Ihips  of  force  from  Bata- 
via, who,  landing  their  men,  made  ter- 
rible havock  among  the  poor  inhabitants. 
As  the  Madurians  were  utterly  unfkilled 
in  the  European  art  of  war,  they  were 
foon  overpowered  by  the  Dutch  foldiery. 

Their  king,  to  avoid  being  taken  and 
put  to  death,  or,  at  leafl:,  made  a flav'^e, 
thought  it  mofl:  prudent  to  make  his 
efcape  to  another  ifland.  He  accordingly 
gathered  together  as  much  of  his  treafure, 
conflfting  of  gold,  precious  ffones,  and 
other  valuable  effects,  as  the  little  time  he 
had  to  execute  his  defign  would  permit ; 
and,  having  put  the  treafure  aboard  fome 
prows,  he  himfelf,  with  his  fon  the  young 
prince,  his  wives  and  concubines,  and  a 
few  of  his  mofl  faithful  domeflics,  em- 
barked, and  fet  fail  for  Benjar  on  the 
ifland  of  Borneo,  the  Sultan  of  which 
was  related  to  the  king  of  Madura  by  in- 
termarriages, and  from  whom  he  expe<5l- 
ed  protedlion.  They  had  feveral  fkir- 

mifhes 
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mifhes  with  Dutch  boats  j but,  as  they 
were  all  well  armed,  and  acted  with  im- 
ufual  defperation,  they  got  clear  of  them^ 

They  no  fooner  arrived  at  the  river  of 
Benjar,  than  the  king  defcried  a Dutch 
armed-fhip,  who  had  been  difpatched  thi- 
ther to  watch  and  take  them,  as  the  Dutch 
had  fufpedled  he  would  diredl  his  flight  to 
this  place.  They  immediately  put  the 
prows  into  the  creeks  and  inlets  of  the  ri- 
ver, and  hid  themfelves  among  the  bufhes 
and  trees ; when  it  was  dark,  they  reim- 
barked,  and  failed  all  night.  In  the  morn- 
ing, about  fun-rifmg,  they  had  got  into 
a fmall  creek,  where  they  efpied  another 
veflel  at  anchor,  which  did  not  a little 
perplex  them  j as  their  fears  made  them 
eafily  imagine  it  was  another  Dutchman. 

After  hiding  fome  days  in  thefe  per- 
plexing circumflances,  the  old  king  ob- 
Served  a pinnace  going  from  this  latter 
lliip  up  the  river  to  Caytonga,  the  city 
where  the  Sultan  refides,  and,  to  his  great 
joy,  faw  the  pinnace  wearing  Englifli  co- 
lours. For,  it  feems,  this  old  king  loved 
the  Englilh,  and  had  his  youngeft  fon,  at 
that  very  time,  at  Bencoolen,  an  Englifli 
fettlem^nt,  for  his  education  j and,  as  he 

wanted 
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Wanted  to  cultivate  a good  underflanding 
with  them,  ordered  his  fon  to  drefs,  and 
live  after  their  manner.  He  therefore  re- 
folved  to  fpeak  to  the  people  in  the  pin- 
nace as  fhe  returned.  He  accordingly 
hailed  her  from  the  fhore  ; and,  in  the 
moft  moving  manner,  reprefented  his 
cafe  to  the  boatfwain,  that  he  might  re- 
peat it  to  the  Captain  when  he  went  on 
board. 

The  Englidi  fhip  was  the  Onflow,  com- 
manded by  Captain  Congreve,  who  was 
himfelf  at  that  time  afhore  at  the  fadory 
at  Caytonga.  Next  day  the  boatfwain 
went  up  the  river,  and  told  the  Captain 
that  the  King  of  Madm'a  had  fled  from 
his  own  dominion,  and  was  now  hiding 
in  a creek  of  the  river;  that  he  had  foli- 
cited  the  Captain’s  prote6fion,  and  that, 
if  the  Captain  would  carry  him  to  Eng- 
land, or  to  any  of  the  Englifh  fettlements, 
he  would  chearfully  refign  his  kingdom 
into  his  hands  for  the  ufe  of  the  compa- 
ny. The  king  further  defired  the  boat- 
fwain to  acquaint  Captain  Congreve, 
that  he  had  confiderable  riches  with  him  in 
the 'prows,  and  would  difclofe  an  immenfe 
treafure  of  gold,  diamonds  and  precious 
H ftones, 
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ilones,  which  he  had  hid  in  different  parts 
oftheiflandj  all  which,  if  the  captain 
granted  him  his  requeft,  fhould  be  deli- 
vered up  y and  which  would  make  his 
voyage  fufficiently  beneficial,  tho’  he  pro- 
ceeded no  farther,  but  went  diredtly  for 
England. 

The  boatfwain  returned  in  the  night, 
and  delivered  the  King,  who  was  waiting 
with  impatience  in  the  creek,  this  welcome 
anfwer,  that  he  might,  at  a certain  time 
of  the  night,  bring  all  his  prows  along- 
fide  of  the  Onflow,  and  that  he  fhould  be 
received  and  prote6fed  according  to  his 
defire. 

Not  a little  elevated  at  this  good  news, 
they  came  at  the  time  appointed,  and  were 
all  received  into  the  great  cabin,  and,  af- 
ter unloading  the  prows,  were  kindly  en- 
tertained by  the  officers  on  board.  Yet  an 
unaccountable  uneafinefs  ftill  remained  in 
the  King’s  breaft,  who  frequently  faid, 
that  he  fhould  not  think  himfelf  fafe,  till 
be  was  landed  in  England,  or  fome  En- 
glifh  fettleraent ; and  begged,  with  moff 
preffmg  intreaty,  that  thefe  his  fecret  fears 
might  be  reprefented  to  Captain  Congreve, 
which  they  promifed  to  do  the  firft  op- 
portunity. 


At 
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At  break  of  day,  the  Dutch  veflel  dif- 
covered  the  Madurian  prows  along-fide  of 
the  Onflow  5 and  eafily  perceived  that  fhe 
had  given  protedtion  to  thofe  whom  they 
were  fent  to  deftroy  or  enflave. 

This  unlucky  circumftance  of  negledl- 
ing  to  link  the  prows,  as  foon  as  they  were 
unloaded,  gave  occalion  to  one  ofthemoft 
melancholy  fcenes  that,  perhaps,  has  ever 
been  acted  in  the  ealt  j in  which  is  exhi- 
bited an  inftance  of  Dutch  infolence  and 
barbarity,  on  one  part,  and  (what  I with, 
could  not  be  faid)  of  Englifh  pufillanimity 
and  mifcondudt,  on  the  other. 

The  commander  of  the  Dutch  armed 
llilp,  well  knowing  it  would  be  in  vain  to 
afk  the  King  from  the  Englilh  fhip,  and 
that  he  could  not  take  him  by  force,  im- 
mediately wrote  to  the  Sultan  of  Benjar, 
in  a very  infolent  and  threatning  manner, 
telling  him  what  had  happened  j and  that,- 
if  he  did  not  immediately  fCeure  the  En- 
glifh captain,  who  he  knew  was  afliorcy 
and  put  him  in  clofe  confinement,  till  the 
King  of  Madura  was  delivered  up  to  him, 
he  would  reprefent  him  to  his  mafler  the 
governor-general  of  Batavia,  who  would 
foon  take  fatisfadlion,  on  his  refufal,  by 
H 2 ufing 


1 00  An  Account  of  the  Dethronement 

ufing  him  in  the  fame  manner  with  the 
King  of  Madura.  I believe  it  was  contra- 
ry to  the  Sultan’s  natural  inclination  to  put 
the  Dutchman’s  fcheme  into  execution, 
both  becaufe  it  was  againfc  a neighbour- 
ing prince,  and  his  own  near  relation, 
and  becaufe  it  was  ofFerins:  violence  to  the 

O 

Englifh,  who,  of  all  other  European  na- 
tions, he  efteemed  the  moft.  But,  alas ! 
the  Dutch  power  and  infolence,  which  is 
dreaded  by  all  the  Indian  Princes  in  that 
part,  and  by  none  more  than  the  Sultan 
of  Benjar,  conftrained  him  to  execute  this 
Dutch  fcheme  j which  he  did  in  the  fol- 
lowing manner. 

At  a time  when  the  Sultan  and  Captain 
Congreve  were  converfmg,  and  when  there 
was  no  apprehenfion  of  danger,  he  was 
furprifed  with  a band  of  men,  put  in  irons, 
and  then  told  the  reafon  of  it.  He  re- 
mained in  prifon  fome  days  j and,  know- 
ing no  probable  way  of  obtaining  his  li- 
berty, he  wrote  a letter  to  the  command- 
ing officer,  on  board  the  Onflow,  order- 
ing him  to  deliver  up  the  king,  his  reti- 
nue, and  all  that  belonged  to  him,  to  the 
Dutch  captain  j for,  until  that  was  done, 
he  could  have  no  hopes  of  being  releafed. 

While 
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While  this  important  packet  was  on  the 
way  down  the  river,  we  fhall  turn  a little 
to  our  royal  guefts  aboard. 

The  old  king,  who  had  fcarcely  a tooth, 
was  tall,  and  well  made,  of  a ftern  and 
awful  afpedl ; and,  if  there  is  fuch  a thing 
as  princely  dignity  to  be  obferved  in  the 
perfon  of  a man,  when  ftript  of  all  the 
outward  Ihew  of  royalty,  it  was  confpi- 
cuous  in  him.  The  king  and  his  fon 
were  not  only  graceful  in  their  perfons, 
but  fo  affable  and  obliging  in  their  beha- 
viour, that  they  engaged  the  friendfhip 
of  the  officers,  and  even  gained  the  pity  and 
efteem  of  the  moil  obdurate.  The  King’s 
wives  and  concubines,  fome  of  whom 
were  very  young,  and  the  flower  of  their 
country,  were  drefled  in  a clofe  Indian  ha- 
bit, and  might  have  palled  in  England  fpr 
handfome.  Their  mute  language,  and 
fubmiffive  manner,  drew  refpedl  from  all 
the  people  aboard,  and  inclined  them  to 
their  intereft.  They  were  polite  in  the 
eaflern  way,  and  could  fpeak  a little 
Englifh,  which  is  not  fo  foft  as  their  own 
language  ; and  took  a pleafure  in  imitat- 
ing our  manners  and  cuftoms,  of  which 
they  had  underftood  fomething  before  by 
their  friend  the  young  prince  at  Bencoo- 
H 3 len. 
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len.  They  were  often  preffing  rich  pre- 
fents  of  gold  and  jewels  on  the  officers, 
fome  of  which  were  accepted,  hut,  by  the 
moil  part,  generoudy  refufed.  In  fhort, 
they  were  as  agreeable  to,  and  as  much  be- 
loved by  the  people  on  board,  as  they  were 
unfortunate  themfelves. 

The  boat  now  arrived  with  the  melan- 
choly and  dreadful  command.  Though 
the  King  had  dill  fome  painful  and  fecret 
dread,  yet  he  did  not  think  his  cafe  fo 
defperate  as  it  now  really  was.  The  letter 
was  delivered  to  the  commanding  officer 
while  he  was  at  fupper  with  the  King. 
The  King  was  impatient  to  know  the 
news  from  Caytongaj  but,  being  a judge 
of  mankind,  and  of  the  emotions  of  the 
paffions,  foon  perceived  in  the  officer’s 
countenance,  while  he  was  reading  the 
letter,  fomething  that  fhock’d  and  fur- 
prized  him.  To  defcribe  the  diforder  of 
the  King,  his  anxiety  and  mifery,  is  be- 
yond the  power  of  words.  He  afked  the 
news  j but,  by  the  officer’s  filence  and  con- 
cern, was  confirmed  in  his  fufpicion  that  it 
contained  fomething  gloomy  to  hirn.  The 
King,  whofe  mind  debarred  all  reft,  went 
abruptly  from  the  round-houfe  down  to 
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the  great  cabin,  where  his  people  were, 
and  imparted  his  fears,  and,  as  much  as 
his  troubled  breaft,  confufion,  and  con- 
fternation  would  permit,  confulted  what 
was  proper  to  be  done.  He  fent  up  a fer- 
vant,  who  could  fpeak  Englifh  befi,  feve- 
ral  times,  to  enquire  of  the  officer  what 
was  the  matter ; who  as  often  returned 
without  any  fatisfaftory  anfwer.  He  be- 
gan now  to  fee  plainly  his  approaching 
ruin  j and  the  people  on  board  Vv'^ere  pre- 
paring to  lay  hold  of  him,  as  they  did  not 
expedl  he  would  tamely  fubmit  himfelf. 
The  foldiers  appointed  to  apprehend  him 
were  armed  with  cutlaiTes  and  piifols,  at- 
tended with  others  behind,  armed  with 
guns  and  bayonets.  Thus  prepared,  they 
went  down  to  the  great  cabin,  but  found 
the  door  barricaded.  It  was  with  reluc- 
tance, but  they  were  forced  to  break  open 
the  cabin-door.  The  King  feeing  theni 
life  fuch  violent  meafures,  no  longer  en- 
tertained any  hopes  of  fafety : and,  per- 
haps, thinking  he  would  be  put  to  death, 
and  that,  after  his  death,  they  might  make 
Haves,  or  put  to  cruel  deaths,  all  his  wo- 
men, he  chofe  rather  to  put  an  end  to  their 
lives  himfelf,  by  which  they  would  be  freed 
H 4 frorn 
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from  any  fiiture  wretchednefs  and  mifery. 
On  this,  or  fome  fuch  conduiion,  he  im- 
mediately, with  a ^ crefs,  {tabbed  one  of 
his  principal  women  to  the  heart.  The 
foldiers  feeing  the  woman  lie  bleeding  on 
the  cabin-floor,  rufhed  in  j but  the  King, 
advancing  with  his  deftrudtive  weapon  in 
his  hand,  yet  reeking  with  blood,  drove 
them  all  out  of  the  cabin.  They  were 
loth  to  hioot  him ; but,  having  rallied, 
they  advanced  and  entered  the  cabin  again. 
All  the  women  were  endeavouring  to  efcape 
the  unbounded  fury  of  the  king,  fome  run- 
ning out  at  the  cabbin-door,  others  jump- 
ing out  of  the  windows  into  the  fea. 
One  of  them,  who  had  run  out  at  the 
gallery-windovv^s,  and  was  climbing  up 
to  the  poop  of  the  fliip,  he  flew  after  her 
like  lightning,  ftretched  out  his  arm,  and, 
with  more  than  infernal  fury,  flabbed  her 
alfo,  and  flie  dropt  into  the  fea.  The 
foldiers  flood  amazed  for  fome  minutes  at 
the  tragical  fce'ne,  till,  at  lafl:,'  a young 
midlhipman,  more  daring  than  the  reft, 
and  who  headed  the  command,  ruflied 
through  the  crowd  v/ith  a drawn  cutlafs 
in  his  hand,  and,  with  the  firfl;  blow,  cut 
the  king  acrofs  the  back  of  his  hand. 

* A fhort  dagger, 
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He  turned  in  rage,  and  threw  his  v/ea- 
poii  into  the  young  man’s  lide.  Both 
were  difabled,  b^at  neither  mortally  wound- 
ed. The  king  was  taken,  and,  left  in 
defpair  he  might  ufe  violence  to  him- 
felf,  or  create  more  effufion  of  blood,  he 
^ was  bound  fafi:,  brought  upon  deck,  and 
there  had  his  wounds  cleaned  and  drelC- 
ed. 

The  mofl  tragical  part  of  the  fcene  be- 
ing finiflied,  they  had  now  time  to  take 
up  the  poor  women  who  had  leaped  over 
board,  and  who  had  been  all  this  time 
fwimming  in  the  water.  They  v/ere 
brought  upon  deck,  all  very  weak  and 
faint,  on  which  the  people  on  board  car- 
ried them  down  to  the  cabin,  and  did  all 
in  their  power  to  relieve  them.  After 
they  were  recovered,  they  were  all  brought 
again  on  deck,  and  the  commanding  offi- 
cer informed  them  of  their  fate.  This 
fcene  was  the  more  moving,  as  not  only 
they,  but  all  the  people  on  board,  fhed 
tears  raoft  plentifully,  as  if  no  lefs  fen- 
fibly  touched  with  their  misfortunes  than 
they  were  themfelves. 

The  king  now  began  to  weep  bitterly,  and, 
at  thofe  intervals  when  he  could  find  utter- 
ance, 
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ance,  ufed  expreffions  in  his  own  language 
to  the  purpofe  following,  O Englifh- 
“ men ! Englifhmen ! is  there  no  affiftance, 
“ no  protedlion,  for  the  unfortunate,  a- 
“ gainft  the  infolence  and  cruelty  of  hard- 
“ hearted  ufurpers?  Can  the  good  Eng- 
lifh  behold  with  indifference  the  de- 
“ ffruftion  of  their  friends  the  Maduri- 
“ ans,  and  patiently  look  on,  and  fee  in- 
**  nocence  put  in  chains,  without  inter- 
“ pofing  and  doing  juftice  to  every  one  ? 

• ‘ Why  did  you  fay  you  would  protedt  me  ? 
“ Why  did  you  enfnare  me  into  your 
“ fhip,  with  the  ungenerous  defigrt  of 
our  ruin  ? Where  are  now  your  boaft- 
“ ed  friend  fhip,  greatnefs  and  power, 
generofity  and  juftice,  your  fovereignty 
“ of  the  feas,  and  your  fpecious  title  of 
“ being  the  aid  and  fupport  of  the  weak 
“ and  diflreffed  ? What  can  we  do  more 
**  to  deferve  it  ?—• - 1 have  offered  you  ray 
all,  and  laid  myfelf  low  at  your  feet ; 
“ fay,  what  more  is  in  our  power,  and 
“ fee  how  readily  we  will  do  it.” 

After  he  had  faid  all  this,  and  more  to 
the  fame  purpofe,  he  was  interrupted  by 
the  commanding  officer,  telling  him,  that 
if  it  was  in  their  power  to  affiff  or  pro- 

te61: 
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tecl  him,  they  would  do  it  with  infinite 
pleafure;  and,  pointing  to  the  tears  and 
other  figns  of  concern  that  appeared  in 
his  own  and  the  countenance  of  all  the 
people  about  him,  appealed  to  himfelf,  if 
thefe  were  not  convincing  proofs  of  their 
forrow  for  his  misfortunes.  The  king 
turned  about,  and,  looking  a minute  or 
two  very  attentively  upon  the  people,  faid, 
I can  plainly  fee  that  you  pity  my  mif- 
“ fortunes  5 but  what  is  pity  without  af- 
“ fiftance  ? Your  pity,  when  you  refufe 
your  aid,  but  heightens  my  grief.” 

Here  he  was  interrupted  again,  by  tel- 
ling him,  that  they  were  obliged  to  in- 
form him,  that  it  was  time  to  think 
of  preparing  himfelf  to  go  aboard  the 
Dutch  fhip,  whofe  boats  were  on  their 
way  for  him.  On  which,  tranfported  with 
grief  and  anger,  he  faid,  “ I am  deceived, 
“ for  you  are  not  that  good  people  I have 
“ long  taken  you  for.  No,w,  but  alas! 

too  late,  1 am  convinced,  to  my  coll, 
“ that  you  are  as  bad  as  our  long  declar- 
“ ed  foes  the  Dutch,  and  worfe  than  I 
“ can  call  you.” 

Here  the  king  ftopt,  and  feemed  to  put 
on  a refolution  to  keep  a profound  filence. 

On 
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On  this  occafion  the  officers  on  board, 
who.  could  talk  a little  in  the  Malay 
tongue,  endeavoured  to  convince  him,  in 
the  ftrongeft  terms,  that  it  was  not  in 
their  power  to  a61:  otherwife  than  they  had 
done}  they  told  him  what  Captain  Congreve 
had  fuffered,  or  was  ftill  fuffering  on  his 
account,  and  that  his  relation  the  Sultan 
was  only  to  blame.  The  King’s  paffion 
being  fomevs^hat  abated,  and  having  a 
little  recolledted  himfelf,  he  began  to  apo- 
logize for  what  he  had  faid,  and  to  blame 
the  unkindnefs  of  the  Sultan.  But,  after 
paufing  a little,  and  confidering  the  power 
and  influence  of  the  Dutch,  and  know- 
ing how  much  the  Sultan  dreaded  them, 
he  feemed  very  refigned  to  his  deftiny, 
and  willing  to  pardon  him  likewife. 

All  hopes  of  the  King’s  deliverance  from 
the  hands  of  the  mercilefs  Dutch  being 
now  vaniflied,  he,  in  ftrong  and  pathe- 
tic terms,  recommended  his  fon  at  Bencoo- 
len  to  the  care  and  protection  of  the  En- 
glifh.  Every  word  and  every  gefture 
was  a fentence.  “ Remember  his  father 
to  him}  recount  to  him  all  his  fufler- 
‘‘  ings,  which,  O ye  Englilhmen  ! teach 
and  help  him  to  revenge.”  Thefe,  and 

fuch 
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fuch  like  fliort  fentences  were  frequently 
uttered  by  him.  But  it  is  as  impoffible 
for  me  to  do  juftice  in  the  tranflation  of 
his  words,  as  it  is  to  defcribe  all  the  wild 
diftortions,  and  ail  the  figns  of  inward 
grief,  pain  and  agony,  that  appeared  in 
his  countenance. 

All  the  people  belonging  to  the  old 
king,  and  particularly  his  women,  were 
no  lefs  affected  with  their  misfortunes.  In 
thefe  lafl,  grief  had  overcome  the  power 
of  fpeech,  and  all  lay  mute  and  full  of 
woe  j even  tears  themfelves  would  flow  no 
more. 

Boats  were  now  waiting  to  carry  them 
aboard  the  Dutch  flrip.  All  the  King’s 
treafure  was  brought  on  deck,  which  he 
ordered  to  be  diftributed  among  the  On- 
flow’s officers  and  men,  who  were,  in 
truth,  much  affedled  with  his  fuffer- 
ings.  He  held  out  to  them  gold,  preci- 
ous ftones,  and  other  things  of  value. 
Some  of  the  common  men  accepted,  and 
others  flily  were  handling  every  thing  that 
was  within  their  reach,  contrary  to  ex- 
prefs  orders.  But  the  officers  abfolutely 
declined  not  only  to  accept  any  new  pre- 
fents,  but  brought  on  deck,  and  faithful- 


no  An  Account  of  the  Dethronement 

ly  delivered  back  thofe  that  had  been  for- 
merly accepted.  The  King,  with  much 
reludlance,  and  after  often  refufing  and 
prefiing,  was  obliged  to  take  them  backj 
though  he  alTured  them,  that  he  no  longer 
valued  thefe  things,  further  than  as  they 
were  acceptable  to  them,  and  as  a token 
^ of  his  refpeft  for  them  and  their  country- 
men ; for  that  they  were  no  longer  of  ufe' 
to*  him,  and  would  only  ferve'  to  enrich 
and  elate  his  haughty  enemies.  I dare 
fay  there  are  not  many  inifances  of  fuch 
fine  and  coftly  things  being  refufed.  Gold, 
filver,  diamonds,  and  precious  Hones,  were 
the  commodities  in  difpute.  One  of  the 
officers  had  received  a prefent  of  very  rich 
crice  from  the  King  vvhen  he  came  on 
board,  the  handle  of  which  was  fet  with 
diamonds  of  different  fizesj  but  being  ge- 
nerous enough  to  prefs  it  back  again  upon 
the  poor  confufed  Monarch,  a certain  per- 
fon  belonging  to  the  fhip  catched  hold  of 
it,  and  knocked  off  a large  diamond  on 
which  he  had  fixed  his  covetous  eye,  be- 
fore he  delivered  it  to  the  King. 

When  he  went  aboard  the  Dutch  boats, 
be,  with  tears  trickling  down  his  old 
cheeks,  took  his  laid  farewell  of  the  offi- 
g cers 
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cers  and  people  who  had  (hewn  fuch  con- 
cern for  him.  The  King  thanked  them 
all  for  it  j the  young  Prince  and  the  wo- 
men, were  too  much  funk  and  confound- 
ed, to  be  able  to  utter  one  word.  Thus 
they  left  the  fhip  j and  left  it  in  fuch  a 
manner,  that,  for  many  days  after,  the 
whole  fhip’s  company  were  fo  much  funk 
with  concern,  that  they  fcarce  fpoke  a word 
to  one  another,  and,  I believe,  it  made  fe- 
veral  of  the  common  men  ferious,  who  had 
never  been  fo  before. 

The  King,  his  retinue,  and  baggage 
were  all  put  aboard  the  Dutch  fhip,  the 
generality  of  the  people  on  board  of  which, 
were, no  more  affeded  with  the  relation  of 
this  tragical  event,  than  a jail-keeper  of 
Newgate,  when  he  fees  a brother,  filler, 
or  wife,  taking  the  lall  farewell  of  a ma- 
lefa61or  going  to  Tyburn. 

la  the  dufk  of  the  evening  the  Dutch 
fhip  cut  her  cable,  loofed  her  fails  in  a 
minute,  and  went  down  the  river  with 
great  fpeed.  The  Commanding-officer  of 
the  Onflow,  recollecfing  he  had  got  no  fecu- 
rity  for  Captain  Congreve’s  liberty,  hoilled 
fail,  and  made  after  them  as  fall  as  poffible. 
Several  {hot  were  fired  to  oblige  her  to 
bring  to  3 but  the  diftance  being  great,  and 

night 
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night  coming  on,  the  Dutch  fhip  made  her 
efcape. 

Next  morning  the  Sultan  and  Captain 
had  notice  fent  them  of  what  had  happen- 
ed. By  good  fortune,  no  more  was  de- 
manded but  this  information,  and  the  Cap- 
tain was  immediately  releafed. 

Some  little  time  after,  the  Dutch  Go- 
vernor at  Batavia  rewarded  the  Sultan 
for  this  fervice,  by-  fending  feveral  arm- 
ed (hips,  to  erect  forts  upon  his  terri- 
tories, and  to  infult  him.  By  the  confu- 
fion  that  this  new  procedure  of  the  Dutch 
occafioned  among  the  people  at  Caytonga, 
the  Onflow  was  obliged  to  leave  the  ifland 
with  only  a little  pepper  in  her  hold,  after 
waiting  there  a full  year  at  a great  ex- 
pence, burying  a great  number  of  her  men, 
and  having  the  bottom  of  the  veffel  much 
eaten  with  worms. 

In  this  miferable  and  weak  condition 
fhe  proceeded  to  China,  with  little  provi- 
fions,  and  all  her  fuper-cargoes  dead. 
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N the  iith  and  12th  June  1747, 


we  had  pretty  good  weather.  We 
were  in  fight  ojF  Sumatra  5 and  had  fre- 
quent foundings  from  9 to  13  fathoms 
water.  On  the  13th,  the  water  fell  2 or 
3 feet,  and  very  hard  fand  at  bottom. 
On  the  15th,  we  faw  feveral  fhips; 
we  immediately  prepared  for  engaging, 
and  fired  a gun  for  the  largeft  of  them  to 
bring  to.  She  proved  to  be  the  Onflow, 
Captain  Congreve,  who  came  aboard  of. 
us,  and  informed  us,  that  they  had  fuffer- 
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ed  many  hardfliips  fince  he  left  England, 
and  particularly  at  Benjar,  from  which 
place  he  had  departed  nine  days  before ; 
and  that  he  was  weakly  manned,  and 
fcarce  of  provifions.  On  hearing  his  re- 
lation, we  were  not  a little  happy  at  the 
thoughts  of  our  having  efcaped  the  like 
diftreffes ; and  that  we  were  fleering  our 
courfe  diredlly  from  Batavia  towards 
China. 

On  the  1 6th,  we  had  fair  weather,  and 
could  from  the  maft-head,  defcry  many 
creeks  and  rivers  opening  from  the  Ifland 
of  Sumatra  ; but  as  only  the  other  fide 
of  the  ifland  is  inhabited,  we  could  obferve 
no  buildings  on  the  fide  we  were  pafling. 

On  the  17th;  we  fpoke  with  a Portu- 
guefe  vefl'el,  in  a very  crazy  condition,  and 
having  all  her  fails  patched  with  canvas  of 
various  colours  ; fhe  belonged  to  Macoa, 
and  had  a great  number  of  Chinefe  people 
on  board,  bound  for  Batavia. 

On  the  1 8th,  met  two  Dutchmen,  one 
of  which  was  the  guarda  cofla  we  had 
fpoke  with  in  the  flraits  of  Sunda,  who 
had  been  now  ftationed  here. 

On  the  19th,  the  wind  being  foutherly, 
we  had  cloudy  weather.  Monopin  hill 
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bore  N.  and  the  N.  W,  point  of  Sumatra 
W.  by  N.  we  had  frequent  foundings  from 
13  to  6 fathoms  water;  but  all  of  a fud- 
den  we  found  ourfelves  fall  aground  in 
3 fathoms  water.  Our  fhip  being  com- 
modore, we  made  a fignal  for  the  Onflow 
and  Dragon  to  come  up.  By  their  affift- 
ance  we  hove  the  fhip  aftern,  and,  the 
ground  being  foft  and  muddy,  by  good 
luck  we  got  off,  and  call  the  ftream-an- 
chor. 

On  the  20th,  we  had  a favourable 
wind ; and,  on  the  21ft,  at  funfet,  we  faw 
Lingon’s  iOand  bearing  Weft  about  feven 
leagues  diftance.  We  tried  the  current, 
and  found  it  to  fet  N.  by  E.  at  the  rate 
of  one  mile  an  hour.  The  Onflow  failed 
very  badly  ; and  we  were  obliged  to  take 
a large  prow  in  tow,  which  fhe  had  in- 
ftead  of  a long-boat,  and  which  they  had 
bought  from  the  Sultan  of  Benjar,  having 
been  an  old  pleafure-boat  of  the  Sultan’s. 

On  the  2 2d,  we  had  cloudy  wedther  and 
calms.  The  fmall  ifland  of  Pulo-pifang 
bore  W.  about  five  leagues  diftance.  We 
were  in  latitude,  f^er  obfervation,  2°  38'N. 
We  found  the  prow  we  had  in  tow  to  be 
a dead  weight  upon  us;  and  therefore, 
1 2 with 
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with  eonfent  of  the  Onflow,  we  took  all 
her  upper  works  to  pieces  for  firewood, 
took  every  thing  of  any  value  out  of  her, 
and  turned  her  adrift. 

On  the  ill:  of  July,  we  met  with  two 
Dutch  Japan  fhips,  which  lay  with  us  at 
Batavia  ; and  on  the  2d  gave  chafe  to  a 
Chinefe  junk,  but  could  not  fpeak  with  her, 
v/ithout  lofing  company  with  the  Onflow 
and  Dragon,  who  were  already  out  of 
fight  aftern  of  us.  We  then  flackened 
fail ; and  next  day  they  came  up  with 
us,  and  informed  us  that  the  Supercargo 
of  the  Dragon  had  died  the  night  before. 

On  the  7th,  in  the  morning  we  faw  the 
grand  Ladrone  Ifland  bearing  N.  by  W. 
difiant  7 or  8 leagues.  Two  hills  of  a 
conic  figure,  called  by  failors  the ' Afles 
Ears,  bore  N.  E.  .1  N.  latitude  21°  40' N. 
Having  now  been  about  10  months  from 
England,  we  were  all  very  glad  to  fee  the 
utmofi:  extent  of  our  voyage. 

On  the  8th,  came  aboard  a Chinefe  pilot 
from  Macoa,  and  foon  after  another.  I 
could  not  help  admiring  their  dexterity  in 
rowing  j which  they  do  with  the  greatefl: 
safe,  and  fo  quick,  as  to  keep  up  with  our 
fhips  when  going  at  the  rate  of  4 or  j knots. 

3 As 
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As  we  paffed  along  the  coaft  of  China, 
I thought  it  the  fineft  profpe6l  I had  ever 
feen.  When  I fav/  their  lofty  pagadoes  or 
fteeples,  fortifications,  houfes,  and  bury- 
ing-places,  every  thing  green,  and  carrying 
the  appearance  of  plenty  j it  confirmed 
the  ideas  I had  formed  of  them  when  in 
Europe,  from  Chinefe  paintings. 

This  evening  we  came  a-breaft  of  Ma- 
coa,  a fortified  town  faid  to  belong  to  the 
Portuguefe,  though  indeed  to  the  Chinefe, 
as  it  is  governed  by  a Chinefe  Mandarine 
and  foldiers.  I was  told  that  this  ifland  was 
given  in  a prefent  to  the  Portuguefe  for 
fome  fervices  they  had  done  for  the  Chi- 
nefe. 

On  the  9th,  we  failed  up  Canton  river. 
The  Governors  of  feveral  fmall  forts  on  the 
lide  of  it  came  on  board,  and,  on  exami- 
nation, gave  us  a chop  or  pafs. 

Every  place  was  pleafant  and  agreeable  j 
but  we  did  not  find  the  people  fo  j for, 
unlefs  we  had  kept  a watchful  eye  over 
them,  the  Mandarine’s  foldiers  and  atten- 
dants were  ready  to  flea!  every  little  thing 
they  could  come  at. 
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At  8 o’clock  we  paffed  the  Bog  of  Ty» 
gers,  and  at  noon  the  Lyon’s  Tower.  I 
found  the  Europeans  had  given  names 
to  all  the  places  hereabouts  quite  different 
from  thofe  given  by  the  natives.  The 
wind  having  failed  us,  we  anchored  about 
a mile  below  theBankfall  Ifland  at  Wam- 
po  ; here  fome  of  our  officers  and  fuper- 
cargoes  left  the  fhip,  in  order  to  proceed 
up  the  river  to  Canton. 

. On  the  loth  weighed  anchor,  and  came 
to  the  place  oppofite  Bankfall  Ifland,  where 
all  the  European  fhips  ufually  lie. 

On  the  nth,  a midfhipman,  with  ele- 
ven men  well-armed,  were  fent  up  to 
Canton  as 'a  guard  on  the  factory  j and, 
on  the  1 2th,  we  fent  thither  fundry  flores. 

, From  the  13th  to  the  i8th,  nothing  re- 
markable occurred.  We  moored  and  un- 
moored our  fhip  feveral  times.  We  had 
every  day  numbers  of  poor  raiferable  peo^ 
pie  coming  aboard,  and  begging  the  viclu- 
als  we  left  at  dinner,  ahd  offering  to  wafh 
our  deaths  for  them.  Several  fmall  boats 
came  from  the  fhore  with  bread,  fruit, 
hockjhue  and  famjkew^  two  kinds  of  liquors 
diflilled  from  rice,  and  fugar-cane,  which 
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Ibme  of  our  feamen  drank  too  liberally, 
when  they  could  not  get  better  liquor. 

Thefe  liquors  are  drunk  hot;  and  though 
a man  be  ever  fo  much  fuddled  by  them, 
yet  next  day  no  unealinefs  enfues  either 
from  the  head  or  ftomach. 

On  Sunday  the  j 9th,  we  manned  and 
armed  the  pinnace  and  long-boat,  and 
fent  24  chefts  of  filver  up  to  Canton. 

From  the  20th  to  the  29th,  we  had  hot 
fultry  weather,  with  fmall  breezes  from  the 
W.  and  S.  W.  but  in  the  night  of  the  29th 
the  wind  turned  fuddenly  Eaft,  attended 
with  thunder,  lightening  and  heavy  rains. 

This  day  Mr.  F 1,  the  company's  A- 

gent  and  Interpreter,  came  on  board,  in  or- 
der to  attend  the  Mandarine  Vv^ho  was  to 
meafure  our  fhip,  according  to  cuftom. 
Towards  noon,  the  Hapoa  or  cuftomhoufe- 
retinue  went  alhore  with  them  boats  into 
the  paddy  or  rice-ground,  being  much  af- 
fraid  of  a Typhon  or  hurricane,  v^hich  hap- 
pens commonly  twice  a year,  and  does  ter- 
rible damage  to  vefiels  even  up  the  river. 
In  the  evening  the  wind  increafed  from 
E.  N.  E.  with  a cloudy  and  threatening 
fky,  a fure  indication  that  a Typhon  was 
approaching;  efpecially  as  the  filhermen 
I 4 obferved 
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obferved  numbers  of  fmall  fifh  fheltering 
themfelves  under  the  fhore,  which  is  never 
feen  but  before  thefe  terrible  ftorms.  There 
was  now  a vaft  alteration  on  the  appear- 
ance of  the  river.  The  day  before  it  was 
quite  crowded  with  fmall  boats  and  vefiels ; 
now  there  was  none  to  be  feen,  except 
jonks,  and  large  veffels. 

On  the  30th  July,  very  heavy  rains,  and 
a hard  gale,  made  us  prepare  for  the  worft. 
We  threw  out  all  our  anchors.  The  wind 
increafing,  every  thing  looked  black  and 
difrnal,  and,  about  three  o’clock  next 
morning,  our  pinnace  funk  alongfide  of 
us,  but  hung  fail  by  the  fliip.  All  her 
oars,  fprit,  and  rudder  were  loft.  In  the 
evening  it  blowed  prodigioufly,  and  the 
water  was  raifed  fo  high,  that  it  covered 
the  greateft  part  of  the  Bankfall  grounds. 

On  the  31ft,  the  Typhon  abated,  the 
wind  changing  to  S.  and  S.  E.  when  our 
Supercargoes,  the  company’s  Agent,  and 
the  Chinefe  Linguift,  v/ent  in  a fampan  to 
Wampo. 

On  Auguft  I,  the  Captain,  fupercargoes, 
the  Interpreter  and  Company’s  Agent, 
came  again  on  board,  to  attend  the  Man- 
darine, who  was  appointed  by  the  Chongtou 

or 
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or  Vice-Roy  of  the  province  to  meafure  our 
fhip.  He  foon  after  arrived.  We  faluted 
him  with  9 guns.  He  brought  a nume- 
rous retinue  with  him.  There  was  a great 
deal  of  magnificence  and  grandeur  in  his 
fampam  or  boats,  but  no  lefs  in  his  perfon 
and  habit.  He  was  attended  by  feveral 
inferior  Mandarines,  and  thefe  laft  had 
each  their  attendants.  On  his  approach- 
ing ourveflel,  a.band  of  mufick  played  all 
the  time,  and  a fmall  boat  was  fent  fome 
way  before  the  reft,  to  fix  a grand  ladder 
to  our  ftiip,  on  each  fide  of  which  ladder, 
a row  of  fervants  were  placed  from  the 
top  to  the  furface  of  the  water,  by  which 
the  Mandarine  pafled  from  his  fampan  up 
into  the  fhip. 

On  entering  the  quarter-deck,  the  Man- 
darine faluted  the  Captain  with  a great 
deal  of  complaifance,  and  the  inferior 
Mandarines,  with  bended  knee,  did  the 
fame.  The  Chinefe  Interpreter  and  Mr. 
F — t the  Company’s  Agent,  ftood  by  to 
explain  what  paffed,  between  the  Manda- 
rine and  the  Captain  or  Supercargoes. 

The  chief  Mandarine  was  feated  on  a 
grand  chair,  which  was  brought  on  board, 
and  placed  on  the  quarter-deck  for  him, 

while 
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while  the  inferior  Mandarines  meafured 
the  fhip,  which  took  about  an  hour. 

At  his  departure  there  was  a great  deal 
of  ceremony,  in  cringing,  bowing,  and 
firing  cannon.  He  next  vifited  the  On- 
flow and  Dragon,  and  a Danifh  Ihip,  with 
the  fame  parade  and  ceremony. 

On  the  3d,  came  up  the  river  the  Gufla- 
vus  Wilhem  the  Dutchman  that  we  faw, 
and  feared  fo  much  for  an  enemy,  on  our 
way  to  St.  Helena,  and  who  alfo  lay  along 
fide  of  us  in  Batavia  road. 

From  the  3d  to  the  i6th,  the  weather 
was  exceeding  hot,  fome  frefli  breezes  from 
W.  N.  W.  and  much  thunder  in  the 
nights.  We  were  employed  in  fending  up 
lead,  ftores,  and  all  forts  of  goods  to  the 
fa61ory  at  Canton  and  to  the  Bankfall. 

On  the  1 6th,  the  Norfolk,  Stafford, 
York  and  St.  George,  arrived  in  the 
mouth  of  the  river  ; which  gave  us  much 
pleafure,  having  all  come  di redly  from 
England. 

From  the  i6th  to  the  25th  the  fame 
fultry  weather ; but  from  the  25th  to  the 
28th  fomewhat  more  tolerable.  On  the 
28th  arrived  the  Lynn,  Capt.  Gilbert^, 
from  Bombay, 
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From  the  29th  to  the  7th  of  Septem- 
ber, we  had  moft  fcorching  winds;  and 
from  the  7th  of  September  to  October  i. 
very  fultry  heat.  Yet  our  people  were 
employed,  as  much  as  poffible,  in  caulking, 
and  refitting  the  £hip.  Several  of  pur 
{hip’s  company  were  feized  with  fevers; 
one  died,  another  was  drowned  while  ba- 
thing himfelf,  and  a third  fell  over  board 
on  the  longboat  and  was  killed. 

On  the  2d  of  OcStober,  the  weather 
turned  a great  deal  cooler,  with  fine  light 
breezes  from  the  N.  E. 

From  this  day  to  the  30th,  we  received 
all  our  cargoe,  confifHng  of  china,  tea, 
&c.  on  board,  and  were  beginning  to  pre- 
pare for  our  paflage  homeward. 

On  the  30th,  being  his  Majefly’s  birth- 
day, all  the  Englifh,  Danifh  and  Dutch 
fhips  in  the  river,  fired  each  21  guns.  At 
the  old  Englifh  factory  at  Canton,  the 
colours,  of  the  richefl  filk,  were  difplayed 
all  day,  and,  in  the  evening,  a moft  mag- 
nificent entertainment  was  made  for  the 
principal  Englifh,  Dutch,  and  Danifh  of- 
ficers, who  all  came,  as  is  cuftomary  on 
fuch  occafions,  in  their  moft  elegant  dreft- 
fes.  After  fupper,  which,  for  the  variety, 

and 
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and  the  fingular  manner  in  which  it  was 
ferved  up,  exceeded  any  thing  I had  ever 
feen  of  the  kind;  there  were  exhibited 
many  curious  fire-works  after  the  Chinefe 
manner.  Likewife  a Chinefe  play  was 
adfed,  which  gave  great  fatisfaftion  j after 
which,  a farce  by  fome  Europeans.  But 
fo  different  is  the  Chinefe  taffe  from  ours, 
that,  on  exhibiting  their  farce,  all  the 
grand  Chinefe  merchants  left  the  company, 
and  went  home. 

From  the  30th  Odfober  to  the  15th  No- 
vember, fine  cool  weather.  On  the  i6th 
we  faluted  the  Vice-Roy  or  Chongtou, 
who  was  paffing  from  the  grand  pagoda  or 
temple,  where  he  had  been  paying  his  de- 
votion. His  retinue  was  fplendid ; a great 
number  of  boats  followed  him,  difplaying 
different  colours  and  badges  of  honour. 

We  were  from  this  time  very  bufy  ta- 
king in  provifions,  water,  &c.  and  on  the 
20th,  our  pilot  who  had  brought  us  up  the 
river,  came  on  board,  in  order  to  can  y us 
down  and  over  the  bar.  We  took  five 
days  in  warping  down  to  the  mouth  of 
the  river,  where  we  anchored  till  fuch  time 
as  the  Lynn,  Onflow,  and  Dragon  fhould 
join  us. 
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From  December  29th,  all  the  Ihips  lay 
at  anchor  at  this  place,  receiving  on  board 
goods  on  the  company’s  account,  and  an 
addition  to  our  provifions  and  frelh  water. 

And,  on  the  loth  of  January  1748,  all 
pofTible  preparations  were  making  to  fail 
for  England.  And  though  it  fhould  be 
thought  we  might  be  glad  we  were  going 
homeward ; yet  many  of  us  exprefled 
great  forrow  at  leaving  China,  a country 
fo  healthful,  plentiful  and  pleafant,  where 
we  had  the  company  of  fome  hundreds 
of  our  countrymen  and  other  Europeans, 
whofe  kindnefs  to  each  other  is  very  great. 
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The  Province  of  CANTON. 
HINA  is  fituated  in  the  eallern  part 


of  Afia,  bounded  by  Tartary  on  the 
N.  W.  the  empire  of  the  Great  Mogul  and 
India  beyond  the  Ganges  on  the  W. 
Tonquih  and  the  Indian  Tea  between  it  and 
the  Philippine  Hies  on  the  S.  and  the  Chi- 
nefe  lea,  which  runs  between  it  and  Japan 
on  the  E.  from  20  to  42°  N.  latit.  and 
95°  to  1 26  longit.  It  is  divided  into  North 
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and  South  China  5 the  firfl  containing  fe- 
ven  provinces,  the  chief  of  which  is  Pekin, 
and  is  the  imperial  city;  and  the  latter 
containing  nine  provinces. 

In  thele  16  provinces  are  reckoned 
155  capital  cities,  1312  of  fecond  rank, 
and  2357  fortified  towns;  10,128,789 
families;  and  between  58  and  60  millions 
of  people  ; and  Pekin,  the  Imperial  city, 
contains  more  than  2 millions  of  thele. 
It  is  faid  to  be  the  largeft  city  in  the  world, 
being  6 leagues  in  circumference. 

Formerly  China  was  governed  by  kings 
of  its  own.  As  they  bordered  with  the 
Tartars,  thefe  people  made  frequent  in- 
curfions  among  them.  To  prevent  which, 
the  Chinefe  built  a great  wall,  to  feparate 
China  from  Tartary^  and  is  indeed  the 
moll  remarkable  in  the  world.  It  is  built 
of  brick  and  mortar  fo  well  tempered, 
that  it  has  already  flood  1800  years,  and 
yet  little  decayed.  Its  height  is  30  feet, 
and  broad  enough  at  top  for  eight  people 
to  ride  abreafl. 

But,  about  the  year  1645,  the  Tartars 
taking  advantage  of  fome  divifions  which 
had  arifen  in  China ; invaded  it  with  a 
powerful  army,  and,  after  much  blood- 

fhed. 
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fhed,  at  laid  conquered  it.  So  that  now 
both  China  and  Tartary  conftitute  one 
empire,  fubjecl  to  a Tartar  prince,  whofe 
power  is  as  defpotic  as  can  be  imagined  5 
his  commands  admit  of  no  delay  j the 
lives  of  his  people,  yea  of  the  princes  of 
the  blood,  are  at  his  difpofal  j and  he  mull 
never  be  fpoke  to,  but  proftrate  or  on  the 
knees. 

The  Tartars  being  much  inferior  to  the 
Chinefe  in  number,  were  obliged  to  ufe  all 
the  arts  of  policy  as  well  as  power,  to  keep 
them  in  fubjedlion.  One  remarkable  edidt 
was,  to  oblige  the  Chinefe  to  cut  off  their 
hair,  and  to  drefs  after  the  manner  of  the 
Tartars,  that  the  inconliderable  number 
of  thefe  laft  might  not  fo  eafily  be  difco- 
vered. 

In  the  northern  provinces,  the  winters 
are  ufually  very  fevere  for  four  months, 
namely,  from  November  to  March,  where 
they  have  almoft  continual  frolt  and  fnow. 

But  in  the  fouthern  provinces  they  ne- 
ver fee  one  or  ’tother,  but  enjoy  a clear 
and  ferene  Iky  all  the  year,  excepting  a- 
bout  the  time  of  the  vernal  and  autumnal 
equinox, when  there  are  fome  violent  ftorms 

and 
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and  fometimes  a little  chilly  weather ; 
which  is  indeed  all  the  winter  they  have. 

Tartary  may  be  as  well  faid  to  have  fub- 
mitted  to  China,  as  China  to  Tartary: 
for  in  China  is  the  feat  of  empire,  and  all 
the  fupreme  courts  of  juftice.  There  all 
the  wealth  of  the  united  kingdoms  is  ac- 
cumulated ; there  all  the  honours  are  con- 
ferred ; and  confequently  thither  is  the  re- 
fort of  people  of  the  higheft  rank  and  opu- 
lence. 

China  is  ftill  governed  by  its  ancient 
laws,  and  Vice-Roys  are  appointed  in  each 
province  by  the  Emperor,  whofe  refidences 
are  every  where  well  fortified. 

In  fuch  an  extenfive  empire,  W'e  need 
not  w^onder,  that  the  foil,  as  well  as  the 
complexions  of  the  people,  are  different. 
But  generally  the  foil  is  rich,  in  mod:  places 
producing  two,  and,  in  fome  places,  three 
crops  in  the  year.  Yet  the  people  are  fo 
induftrious,  and  fuch  lovers  of  agriculture, 
that  there  is  fcarce  an  inch  of  uncultivated 
ground  to  be  feen. 

Their  chief  grain  is  rice,  which  they  ufe 
in  bread  j and,  befides  a number  of  fruits 
to  be  met  with  in  Europe,  they  have  feve- 
ral  peculiar  to  themfelves, 
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There  is  great  abundance  of  various 
kinds  of  fifh  in  all  the  lakes  and  rivers, 
which  are  very  numerous  over  the  whole 
empire ; and  fowls  both  wild  and  tame 
are  no  lefs  plentiful. 

There  are  few  places  in  China,  but 
what  enjoy  the  conveniency  of  a navigable 
river ; fo  that  wherever  there  is  a town 
upon  the  land,  there  is  another  of  boats 
upon  the  water. 

Through  every  province  there  is  one 
grand  canal,  which  ferves  as  a high-road ; 
and  from  thefe  feveral  fmaller  ones  are  cut, 
and  branched  out,  that  terminate  at  fome 
town  or  village. 

There  is  a communication,  by  means  of  a 
grand  canal,  between  Canton,  thefouthern- 
moft  part  of  China,  and  Pekin,  the  impe- 
rial city  in  the  north,  which  is  upwards  of 
1200  miles  j and  is  only  interrupted  by  a 
, mountain  in  the  province  of  Kiamf,  where 
they  mull:  travel  a Ihort  day’s  journey  by 
land.  The  roads  are  generally  broad, 
and  kept  in  good  repair ; and,  at  very 
fmall  diftances,  there  are  guard-houfes 
built  for  the  country-militia,  in  order  to 
preferve  the  peace,  and  to  forward  the 
difpatches  of  the  court.  By  this  expedi- 
ent. 
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ent,  there  are  very  few  inftances  of  rob- 
beries. 

They  travel  generally  on  horfe-backj 
fometimes  in  chairs.  Their  horfes  are 
fmall,  hut  nimble  and  fure- footed,  and 
they  life  a fort  of  foft  faddle,  not  much 
different  from  ours  iir  Europe,  but  always 
keep  very  fhort  ftirrups,  their  knees  being 
almoft  equal  with  the  horfe’s  fhoulder. 
The  chairs  are  made  of  bamboo,  a fort  of 
cane,  and  have  no  glafs  j in  other  refpe6ls 
they  are  much  like  ours  j but  thofe  in  which 
the  ladies  are  carried  are  always  provided 
with  a lattice  or  blind  to  prevent  their  fee- 
ing or  being  feen.  A piece  of  wood  is 
placed  crofs  from  the  end  of  one  pole  to 
the  end  of  the  other,  which  the  chairmen 
lay  upon  their  fhoulders,  and  never  carry 
the  poles  in  their  hands. 

Moll  of  the  goods  and  commodities  go 
by  water-carriage,  which  is  here  very  cheap  i 
whatever  goes  by  land  is  generally  carried 
upon  men’s  fhoulders,  the  poorer  fort  of 
people  being  ufed  as  flaves. 

Their  records  are  faid  to  be  very  ancient, 
reaching  back  feveral  thoufand  years* 
They  poffelfed  the  art  of  printing,  of  ma- 
king gun-powder,  and  underftood  the  ufe 
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of  the  mariner’s  compafs,  long  before  any 
of  thefe  inventions  were  known  in  Eu- 
rope. They  have,  however,  made  but 
little  proficiency  in  the  arts,  notwithifand- 
ing  the  conceit  they  entertain  of  their  own 
fuperiority : for,  when  fpeaking  of  them- 
felves,  they  tell  you,  that  they  have  two 
eyes,  the  Europeans  one,  and  the  reft  of 
the  vrorld  none  at  all. 

They  have  little  fkiil  in  phyfick,  tho’ 
they  pretend  to  underftand  a diftemper 
by  feeling  the  puife  only.  They  never  let 
blood,  nor  give  clyfters  ^ and,  though 
there  are  a fort  of  apothecary  fliops,  where 
roots,  herbs,  and  other  limples  are  fold, 
and  which  they  deal  in  much,  yet  all  are 
allowed  to  pradlife  phyfic. 

The  knowledge  of  the  Chinefe  people 
appeared  very  extraordinary  to  the  Popifh 
Milhonaries,  and  it  muft  be  acknowledged 
they  are  very  ingenious.  The  reafon  of 
their  falling  ftioit  of  the  Europeans  in 
knowledge,  does  not  proceed  from  their 
want  of  capacity,  but  from  their  fitua- 
tion,  being  feparated  fo  far  from  the  reft 
of  the  learned  world,  and  converling  with 
none  but  people  much  inferior  to  them- 
felves.  Confidering  then  that  they  have 
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had  no  advantage  by  travelling,  or  any 
foreign  affirmance,  it  is  rather  to  be  ad- 
mired that  they  have  made  fuch  advances 
in  arts  and  fciences,  than  that  they  have 
gone  no  further.  Notv7ithftanding  thefe 
people  have  a fond  conceit  of  their  own 
parts  and  learning  yet  the  following 
inhances  will  fhow  that  they  are  docile 
and  capable  of  adopting  new  opinions. 
When  the  firft  European  Miffionaries  were 
fent  thither,  they  were  received  by  the  Em- 
peror and  Mandarines  with  great  efteem, 
and  fome  of  them  raifed  to  places  of  high 
truft  and  dignity;  and,  as  they  were  allow- 
ed the  free  exercife  of  their  religion,  they 
made  many  converts.  But  afterwards,  on 
their  intermeddling  with  political  con- 
cerns, a great  perfecution  was  raifed  againib 
them  and  their  followers,  fo  that  many, 
both  Chinefe  and  Europeans,  died  martyrs 
to  their  profeffion,  while  others  provided 
for  their  fafety  by  flight. 

Natural  philofophy,  as  a fyftem,  is  not 
known  here ; artificial  logic  they  have 
not.  Their  geometry  is  fuperficial,  being 
confined  to  a few  propofitions,  and  fome 
algebraic  problems.  Their  arithmetic  ■ is 
fome  what  better.  They  do  not  make  ufe 
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of  figures  as  in  Europe,  yet  they  have  a 
little  board,  of  about  a foot  and  an  half 
long,  acrofs  which  ten  or  twelve  parallel 
lines  are  drawn,  and  upon  which  are 
ftrung  feveial  moveable  buttons : by  put- 
ting thefe  together,  or  feparating  them, 
which  they  do  very  fall,  they  caff  up  ac- 
counts very  accurately  and  fpeedily. 

Though  they  pretend  to  be  the  inventors 
of  mufic,  and  ufe  a great  variety  of  inftru- 
ments;  yet  their  mufic  is,  by  the  beft 
judges,  thought  very  imperfcdt. 

They  have  diligently  ftudied  aftronomy, 
and  have  made  many  obfervations  and  cal- 
culations j-  yet,  when  the  Jefuits  came 
among  them,  they  fhevved  them  many  er- 
rors they  had  fallen  into  on  that  head,  and 
corrected  and  reformed  their  Kalendar, 
They  are  mighty  ailrologers  and  fortune- 
tellers. 

The  Chinefe  are  fuch  excellent  imitators 
of  art,  that  they  can  now  make  glafs, 
watches,  piflols,  or  any  piece  of  mechanifm 
from  European  patterns.  Their  fculp- 
ture  is  well  performed.  The  gates  of  their 
cities,  towers  and  bridges,  are  very  auguft. 
Yet  they  ufe  not  near  fo  many  working- 
tools  as  we  do  in  Europe, 
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In  the  computation  of  time,  they  reckon 
two  of  our  hours  only  one  ; fo  that  their 
natural  day  confuts  of  12  hours,  begin- 
ning from  12  at  night. 

The  Chinefe  language  is  not  only  diffi- 
cult to  learn,  but  is  as  difficult  to  fpeak 
after  it  is  learned.  Some  fay  it  contains  only 
about  230  words,  moftly  monofyllables,  at 
lead:  they  feem  fo  to  us  from  their  manner 
of  pronunciation  j and  that  they  are  mul- 
tiplied or  varied  by  the  different  accents 
that  are  given  them ; for  that  the  fame 
word,  pronounced  with  a flronger  or  weak- 
er inflection  of  the  voice,  is  of  different 
fignifications.  Others  fay,  that  there  are 
five  keys  or  tones  in  which  each  word 
may  be  fpokeiij  and  that,  if  you  vary 
the  accent  or  key  ever  fo  little,  it  often 
gives  the  word  a counter-fenfe.  So  that  the 
language,  if  fpoken  exa6tly,  is  a kind  of 
mnfic,  and  has  a real  harmony.  There 
are  fome  people  among  them  of  fuch  re- 
tentive memories,  that  they  will  learn  a 
book  in  a few  daysj  and  yet  take  a 
month  to  pronounce  one  word  with  pro- 
priety. 
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The  diale6l  differs  fomewhat  in  the  dlf'^ 
ferent  provinces  j but  all  their  writings 
agree  in  the  fame  general  charadters  or 
marks,  and  are  read  by  all.  The  Court 
or  Mandarine  dialedl  is  ufed  in  all  the 
courts  of  juftice,  and  underllood  every 
where  in  the  empire. 

They  have  no  alphabet  j each  charac- 
ter is  a fy liable,  or  an  entire  word.  The 
art  of  putting  letters  together  to  form  a 
word  is  a myllery  to  them.  The  Million- 
aries  affign  this  great  multitude  of  charac- 
ters as  a principal  reafon  that  the  Chinefe 
have  made  fuch  fmall  improvement  in  fci- 
ence.  Though  a great  part  of  their  time 
is  fpent  in  learning  to  read  and  write  the 
charadiers,  yet  no  one  man  is  mafter  of 
them  allj  for  they  are  efteemed  learn- 
ed who  can  decypher  1 5 or  20,000  of  them, 
and  there  is  no  lefs  than  24,000  in  all.  In 
writing,  the  charadfers  are  placed  in  a per- 
pendicular line  from  the  top  to  the  bottom 
of  the  page.  Inftead  of  a pen,  they  ufe  a 
pencil,  which  they  do  not  hold  obliquely, 
but  perpendicularly  upon  the  paper.  The 
paper  they  ufe  is  made  of  the  rhind  of  the 
bamboo,  which  they  beat  out  into  flieets 
ten  or  twelve  feet  long.  They  wa/li  it  over 
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with  varnifh,  to  prevent  the  ink  from  fink-^ 
ing.  It  is  much  fmoother,  but  not  fo 
durable  as  our  European  paper ; for  being 
made  of  bark,  the  worm  is  apt  to  deftroy 
it.  This  is  the  reafon  that  no  ancient 
manufcripts  are  to  be  met  with  in  this 
country.  Their  libraries  confift  only  of 
copies  of  authentic  originals,  as  they  are 
forced,  for  the  above  reafon,  to  tranfcribe 
or  reprint  their  copies  every  few  years. 
They  write  but  on  one  fide  of  the  paper, 
and  double  the  leaves  when  they  write  on 
the  back,  which  are  fo  thin  and  ftraight, 
that  it  is  fcarcely  difcernible  that  they  are 
two.  A fair  hand-writing  is  efteemed  a 
great  qualification  here,  fo  that  without 
it  a man  has  no  chance  for  preferment. 

Their  ink  is  compofed  of  lamp-black 
and  other  materials : the  befl  of  which  is 
that  made  of  the  foot  of  hogs  greafe. 
They  mix  oil  and  perfumes  with  it  to  give 
it  an  agreeable  flavour.  After  it  is  made 
into  pafte,  they  form  it  into  moulds  of 
various  fhapes,  and  dry  it  for  ufe. 
When  they  are  to  write,  they  put  a little 
water  on  a fmall  marble  flone,  and  rub  the 
ink  upon  it,  till  it  is  thick.  This  makes 
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a fine  filming  black,  and  feldom  fpreads 
beyond  the  point  of  the  pencil. 

Printing  has  been  long  praclifed  in  Chi- 
na. They  glew  a leaf  of  v/riting  upon  a 
board,  and  then  cut  out  the  charadters  ac- 
cording to  the  writing,  fo  that  the  charac- 
ter perfectly  refembles  the  original  copy. 
The  boards  which  compofe  an  ordinary 
volume,  to  be  printed  in  this  manner,  will 
fill  a large  room. 

Merit  alone  can  advance  a man  to  any 
confiderable  place  in  China,  as  there  are 
here  no  hereditary  nobility.  The  whole 
nation,  therefore,  apply  themfelves  to  learn- 
ing, trade,  or  agriculture.  As  a man’s 
fortune  depends  entirely  upon  his  capa- 
city and  application  to  bufinefs,  great  care 
is  taken  of  the  education  of  their  children : 
fo  that  they  have  few  idle  hands  or  drones 
that  live  on  the  induflry  and  labour  of 
others. 

The  Emperor  flyles  himfelf,  fhe  holy  Son 
of  Heaven j foie  Governor  of  the  Earth,  Great 
Father  of  his  people,  &c.  So  fond  are 
they  of  the  laft  of  thefe  epithets,  that 
when  any  of  the  fubje6ls  would  make  a 
panegyric  on  their  prince,  the  affeciion  he 
has  for  his  people  is  made  the  grand  topic, 
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and  much  more  confidered  than  his  defpotic 
power,  learning  or  policyj  and  this  is  always 
mofl  acceptable  to  the  Emperor  himfelf. 

The  government  of  China,  we  are  told, 
has  continued  monarchical  for  upwards  of 
4000  years ; and  that  the  reigning  Empe- 
ror has  a power  to  alter  the  fucceffion, 
and  to  confer  the  imperial  dignity  on  any 
of  his  fubjedts,  though  no  relation  of  the 
royal  family.  But  then  his  adl  muft  be 
ratified  by  the  great  council  of  CalaoSy 
which  is  made  up  of  princes  of  the  blood 
and  minifters  of  hate.  The  people  hold 
the  concurrence  of  this  council  fo  indif- 
penfably  neceflary,  and  of  fuch  weight, 
that  the  Emperor,  abfolute  as  he  is,  fel- 
dom  attempts  to  enadl  a new  law,  or  to 
repeal  one  in  force,  efpecially  in  religious 
matters,  without  its  alfent.  Nay,  though 
he  is  poffeffed  of  the  richefi;  treafury,  and 
has  the  moft  numerous  army  of  any  prince 
on  the  face  of  the  earth  j yet  he  will  not 
apply  the  former,  nor  give  orders  to  the 
latter,  in  a cafe  of  importance,  without 
having  his  refolutions  ratified  before  the 
proper  courts  which  can  put  them  into 
execution.  And,  when  he  finds  his  refo- 
lutions difrelilhed  by  the  council,  and  can- 
not 
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not  prevail  by  prefents  or  promifes,  he  will 
turn  out  luch  members  as  are  refraftory, 
and  new-model  the  councih  till  he  finds  a 
majority  to  his  mind. 

As  the  grandeur  of  the  Court  of  Pekin, 
the  concoLirfe  of  Mandarines  and  officers 
of  ftate  thither,  and  the  numerous  retinue 
of  women  and  eunuchs  that  furround  the 
Monarch,  are  defcribed  by  moft  authors 
who  have  given  any  account  of  China,  it 
would  be  fuperfluous  to  trouble  the  reader 
with  a detail  of  them  here. 

No  bufinefs  of  importance  is  tranfa^fed 
in  this  vaft  empire,  without  the  Monarch’s 
knowledge.  Every  fentence  of  the  courts 
of  juftice,  efpecially  in  capital  cafes,  is  ei- 
ther ratified  or  reverfed  according  to  his 
pleafurcj  and,  when  he  retires  into  the 
private  apartments  of  his  palace,  where  his 
only  attendants  are  women  and  eunuchs, 
he  is  chiefly  employed  in  the  affairs  of 
{fate,  and  more  at  liberty  to  confider  the 
grievances  of  any  of  his  fubje6ls ; for  any 
private  perfon  may  throw  in  a petition  to 
the  Sovereign,  which  he  is  bound  by  the 
conftitution  of  China  to  confider  and  de- 
termine. The  Mandarines  like  wife  can 
petition  him  when  he  does  not  aft  agree- 
ably to  the  conftitution. 


There 
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There  are  different  orders  of  Manda- 
rines. Each  has  his  particular  badge  of 
diftindion.  Thofeof  the  civil  order  have 
the  figure  of  a dove,  or  fome  harmlefs  ani- 
mal embroidered  on  the  back  and  fore- 
part of  their  robes  j thofe  of  the  military, 
a lion,  tyger,  or  dragon  ; which  makes  a 
fplendid  appearance. 

Though  the  laws  of  China  are  good, 
yet,  like  thofe  of  fome  European  nations, 
they  are  ill  executed.  Bribery  and  cor- 
ruption reigns  in  the  courts  of  juftice ; 
the  minifters  of  ftate  at  Pekin  extort  great 
fums  from  the  Vice-Roys  of  provinces ; 
and  thefe  again  fqueeze  the  Mandarines 
under  them  j which  laft,  by  confequence, 
fleece  the  inferior  officers.  And  though 
the  law  prohibits  fuch  pernicious  prac- 
tices, and  the  Emperor  punifhes  the  de- 
linquents very  feverely  when  difcovered  j 
yet  they  are  fo  much  connived  at  among 
the  parties,  that  a detection  feldom  hap- 
pens. ' 

Obedience  and  fubmiffion  to  parents  is 
fo  ftridly  injoined  by  the  Chinefe  Jaw,, 
that,  if  a child  fhould  prefume  to  infult 
his  parent,  or  lay  violent  hands  upon  him, 
for  which  no  more  proof  is  required  but 

the 
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the  father’s  teftimony,  the  criminal  is  fen- 
tenced  to  be  cut  piece-meal,  and  burnt  i 
not  only  his  own  houfe’,  but  the  houfes 
adjacent,  are  deftroycd,  to  remain  as  mo- 
numents of  the  deteiled  crime.  Treafon 
or  rebellion  are  punifhed  with  the  feverefl 
torments.  If  a perfon  of  quality  commits 
murder,  he  is  ftrangled,  and  one  of  the 
lower  rank  is  beheaded.  Theft  and  adul- 
tery is  never  punifhed  with  death ; for 
rhefe  crimes  they  inflicl  the  bafiinado, 
which  is  performed  thus:  the  criminal  is 
laid  proftrate  on  the  ground  ; and  the  exe- 
cutioner with  a large  cudgel,  gives  a num- 
ber of  blows  on  the  buttocks  proportion- 
able to  the  offence } nor  is  this  punifh- 
ment  thought  fcandalous,  as  the  Manda- 
rines fometimes  undergo  it  themfelves. 
If  the  crime  is  not  judged  fo  great  as  to 
deferve  the  baftinado,  a thick  board  is 
hung  about  the  neck  of  the  criminal, 
and  the  crime  waitten  on  it  j in  which 
pohure  he  is  expofed  a certain  number  of 
days  to  public  view.  The  offender,  after 
he  is  punifhed,  is  obliged  to  fall  upon  his 
knees,  before  the  magiftrate,  and  thank 
him  for  his  feafonable  corredlion  ; though 
indeed  one  blow  of  tlye  baftinado  might 
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lame  him,  if  the  executioner  were  not 
bribed. 

There  are  no  barrifters  or  lawyers  in  Chi- 
na; every  man  has  liberty  to  manage  his 
own  caufej  and  if  he  thinks  himfelf  ag- 
grieved by  an  inferior,  he  may  appeal  to  a 
fuperior  court. 

The  military  force  of  the  empire  is  great : 
fome  have  even  ventured  to  affirm,  how- 
ever improbable  it  may  appear  to  Europe- 
ans, no  lefs  than  five  millions  of  foldiers 
are  kept  in  pay  in  time  of  peace,  mofc  of 
them  cavalry;  and  that  there  are  160,000 
horfe  quartered  in  Pekin,  armed  with  fcy- 
metars  and  launces  only.  The  cavalry.ne- 
ver  ufe  fire-arms,  and  the  infantry  very 
few  ; their  weapons  being  fwords  and 
bows.  The  principal  reafon  for  keeping 
up  fuch  a great  force  is  only  to  keep  the 
country  quiet ; foi’,  now  that  China  and 
Tartary  are  united,  they  have  no  foreign 
enemy  to  fear.  How  fuperior  foever  their 
number,  yet  from  their  want  of  fire-arms 
and  difcipline,  they  could  not  Hand  the 
charge  ofour  regular  European  troops.  They 
have,  indeed,  a tolerable  train  of  artillery, 
which  the  Jefuit  Mifiionai  ies  affifted  them 
in  calling.  The  foldiers  are  generally  mar- 
ried. 
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ried,  and  have  as  much  rice  and  other 
provifions  allowed  each,  as  to  fubfifl  their 
family. 

In  the  city  of  Pekin  there  is  always  a 
magazine  of  rice  laid  up  in  ftore-houfes 
to  anfwer  the  exigency  of  any  part  of  the 
empire  for  three  years. 

Thofe  employed  in  the  military-govern- 
ment are  moitly  Tartars  j thofe  in  the  civil 
are  Chinefe ; which,  it  is  believed,  are  heft 
adapted  to  their  feveral  geniufes. 

The  generality  of  the  Chinefe  are  not 
tall,  but  well  fet,  and  have  broad  faces, 
fhort  nofes,  little  dark  eyes,  thin  beards, 
and  all  of  them  black  hair.  They  allow 
their  beards  to  grow  long  on  the  upper  lip 
and  bottom  of  the  chin.  They  pull  off 
the  hair  from  their  cheeks  with  tweezers, 
and,  till  they  arrive  at  thirty  years  of  age, 
feldom  any  beard  appears.  Thofe  of  the 
men  who  are  efteemed  learned,  allow  the 
nails  of  their  fingers,  efpecially  thofe  of  the 
left  hand,  to  grow  near  as  long  as  their 
fingers,  to  diftinguifli  them  from  mecha- 
nicks. 

A man  that  is  tall  and  corpulent,  is 
much  admired  j and,  added  to  this,  if  he 
has  a broad  forehead,  little  eyes,  a Ihort 
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nofe,  large  ears,  and  a long  thin  beard, 
he  is  looked  upon  as  a complete  beauty, 
A ftrong  voice  is  reckoned  a fine  accom- 
plifliment  in  a Mandarine  of  war,  or  a ci- 
vil magiftrate* 

No  hats  are  ufed  by  the  men,  but  a 
fmall  round  cap,  which  does  not  reach 
their  ears.  In  fummer  they  always  carry 
a fan  to  cool  and  fcreen  them  from  the 
heat  of  the -fun.  Their  heads  are  all  fha- 
ved,  except  a lock  ontheupper  and  back  part, 
which  the  better  fort  wear  rolled  up.  The 
poorer  feldom  wear  any  cap,  and  have  this 
lock  hanging  down  their  back,  and  plat- 
ted, which  is  in  many  very  long.  The 
cap  is  made  of  rattan^  fplit,  and  woven 
in  a pyramidal  form.  In  winter  they  ufe 
a cap  of  black  velvet,,  plufh,  or  fattin,  fome- 
times  turned  up  with  fox-fkin,  and  lined 
with  fattin,  and  fallened  under  the  chin  by 
a firing.  There  is  a tuft  of  filk  fringe, 
or  hair  dyed  red,  faftened,  by  a large  am-^ 
ber  or  glafs  button,  to  the  top  of  the  cap, 
and  covers  it  all  over,  which,  being  very 
light,  waves  in  the  wind,  and  makes  a 
beautiful  appearance. 
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Their  veil  folds  over  the  breaft,  and  is 
fo  long,  that  it  reaches  the  grounrl.  They 
fallen  it  with  five  fmall  buttons,  on  the 
left  fide,  to  as  many  filk  loops  on  the 
other  i the  fieeves  are  wide  at  the  fhoulder, 
turn  gradually  narrow  towards  the  v/rifts, 
and  cover  the  hands  to  the  finger  ends.  A 
fiik  fafli  is  tied  round  their  middle  that 
reaches  to  the  knee. 

In  fummer  their  necks  are  bare  j but  in 
winter  they  are  covered  with  fattin  or  vel- 
vet fewed  to  the  veil,  and  fometimes  a tip- 
pet of  fable  or  fox-fkin. 

Above  the  veil:,  they  wear  a loofe  gown, 
which  is  fometimes  blue,  green,  black,  or 
any  colour  the  wearer  fancies.  This  gown 
is  Ihorter  than  the  veil ; and  thofe  worn 
by  the  Tartar  foldiers  do  not  come  far- 
ther than  their  knees.  When  they  receive 
company,  or  pay  vifits,  they  put  on  a very 
v/ide  gown  over  the  other,  of  very  fine 
filk,  and  each  garment  is  of  different  co- 
lours. 

Men  and  women  wear  a ffiirt  of  fine 
taffety  or  cotton,  under  the  veft,  laced 
on  the  right-fide,  with  drawers  of  the 
fame.  The  men  wear  a kind  of  filk  boots 
quilted  with  cotton.  Their  flippers,  which 

have 
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have  ftrong  foies,  are  faftened  to  the  boot, 
and  are  made  of  filk  or  callico.  In  the 
head  of  the  boot,  they  fluff  in  the  end  of 
their  drawers. 

Though  the  people  of  diflindlion  never 
appear  uncovered  in  public,  but  obferve  a 
laudable  decorum,  yet  at  home  they  wear 
nothing  but  a thin  veft  or  drawers  of  taf- 
fety  or  linnen. 

They  hang  a pocket  at  their  girdles,  for 
holding  tobacco ; and  another  for  their 
pipe,  by  a fJken  firing.  Their  pipes  are 
fometimes  of  a metal  they  call  toothenaque^ 
but  oftener  of  black  or  red  wood.  Thofe 
pipes  they  carry  about  with  them  are  of 
an  ordinary  length,  and  which  they  fome- 
times put  into  their  boots  j thofe  they  ufe 
at  home  are  four  or  five  feet  long,  and 
made  of  a fmall  bamboo  reed;  They  have 
another  loofe  pocket  for  holding  the  knife 
and  bits  of  wood  ufed  in  eating.  Their  hand- 
kerchief is  always  faftened  to  their  girdle. 

They  wear  their  fwords  on  the  left  fide 
with  the  point  forwards. 

The  Chinefe  v/omen,  who  are  not  ex- 
pofed  to  the  heat  of  the  fun,  are  as  fair  as 
any  of  their  fex  in  Europe  j and,  except 
L 2 that 
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that  they  have  generally  very  little  eyes  and 
fhort  nofes,  may  vye  with  them  in  beauty. 
Their  foreheads  are  large  j their  eyebrows 
fmall  and  well  arched ; their  eyes  black, 
but  almofi:  hid  with  the  lids  ; their  mouth 
little,  with  plump  lips  of  a deep  vermilion 
colour  j their  cheeks  and  chins  of  a fine 
fymm-etryj  their  neck  fmall,  their  arms 
long  and  flender,  and  a pretty  little  hand. 
The  nails  of  the  ladies  fingers  are  never 
pared,  but  kept  very  clean ; they  allow 
them  to  grow  more  than  two  inches  in 
length,  to  fhow  that  they  are  not  employ- 
ed in  fervile  work.  Their  hair,  which  is 
naturally  long  and  black,  they  fet  on  wires 
fitted  to  their  head,  raifed  four  or  five 
inches,  and  faftened  by  bodkins  of  gold 
or  filver,  and  filled  with  artificial  flowers 
of  beautiful  colours,  which  makes  the  mofl; 
fplendid  head-drefs  in  the  world.  The 
maids  and  unmarried  women  are  diftin- 
guifhed  from  thofe  that  are  married,  by 
keeping  a circle  of  the  lower  part  of  their 
hair  hanging  down. 

The  ladies  wear  fine  filk  or  linen 
drawers  that  reach  to  the  ankles,  and 
are  there  tied;  above  which  they  put  a 
loofe  callico  or  thin  filk  gown  reaching  to 
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their  feet,  the  lower  part  of  which  is  neat- 
ly platted  and  embroidered : and  over 

this  again,  they  have  a large  ftraight  gown 
of  the  fineft  filk,  with  wide  fleeves,  which 
reach  to  their  hands,  and  would  reach  to 
the  ground  if  not  folded  up  j the  fleeves 
are  wide  enough  to  contain  their  bodies. 
The  upper  gown,  which  is  tied  about  the 
middle  with  a filken  belt,  reaches  down 
to  the  middle  of  their  legs,  and  has  a fine 
embroidered  neck  reaching  half  way  be- 
tween the  neck  and  Ihoulder-bone.  In 
and  about  Pekin,  and  the  northern  pro- 
vinces, they  wear  a caul  of  thin  filk  over 
their  hair  j and,  in  cold  w'eather,  they  wrap 
a coronet  or  black  hood  about  it.  But 
what  is  moft  remarkable,  is  their  little 
feet,  in  which  their  chief  beauty  is  thought 
to  lie.  As  foon  as  a girl  arrives  at  three 
years  of  age,  her  feet  are  bound  up  fo  hard 
that  they  cannot  grow ; which,  indeed, 
makes  their  grown  women,  whofe  feet  are 
not  larger  than  thofe  of  a child  of  four 
years  old,  walk  fo  awkwardly.  They  wear 
embroidered  filk  fhoes,  not  unlike  thofe 
of  our  Englifh  ladies,  except  that  they  are 
turned  up  at  the  toesj  and  the  heels, 
which  are  placed  near  the  middle,  are 
L 3 round 
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round  and  equal  from  top  to  bottom.  I 
think  they  walk  entirely  on  the  heel,  which 
looks  rather  like  tripping  than  walking. 
From  this  reftraint  of  nature,  their  ankles 
are  very  clumfyj  yet  fo  proud  are  they 
of  their  little  feet,  that  they  fondly  fhow 
them  when  they  have  the  lead:  opportuni- 
ty, as  it  is  here  the  greated:  mark  of  fe- 
male beauty. 

The  Chinefe  of  both  fexes  had  retained 
the  fame  uniform  drefs  for  above  2000 
years,  till  the  Tartars,  as  we  before  ob- 
ferved,  ordered  the  men  to  cut  off  their 
hair.  Yet  they  cannot  be  reconciled  to 
perukes,  nor  to  breeches  and  {lockings  5 
for  the  European  cuitom  of  {hewing  fo 
much  leg  and  thigh,  is  very  odd  to  them. 
The  whole  drefs  of  either  fex  is  very  light, 
efpecially  that  of  the  women,  which  will 
not  weigh  above  five  pounds  at  the  moll. 
This  at  lead:  may  be  faid  of  their  drefs, 
that  it  is  much  more  natural,  eafy  and 
mode{l,  than  that  of  thofe  nations,  where 
the  young  girls  have  not  their  feet,  but 
their  bodies  early  confined  to  an  unnatural 
fhape,  and  are  made  daves  to  a foolilh  and 
inconvenient  cuftom.  They  are  very  clean  \ 
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both  fexes  generally  bathing  and  wafiiing 
after  any  evacuation. 

The  fimplicity  of  their  drefs  is  not  near 
fo  great  as'  that  of  their  diet : nor  are 
they  more  fuperftitious  than  our  European 
Protedants ; they  are  even  lefs  fo,  for  they 
not  only  ufe  the  fame  kinds  of  flefli,  fifli  and 
fowl  that  we  do,  but  even  horfe-flelh  is 
efteeraed  proper  food.  Nor  do  they  reckon 
dogs,  cats,  fnakes,  frogs,  or  indeed  any 
kind  of  vermin,  unwholefome  diet.  But 
their  common  food  is  rice,  roots,  and  gar- 
den-fluff, and  pretty  often  broths  and 
foups.  Salt  or  pepper  are  never  brought 
to  table ; thefe  are  only  ufed  in  dreffing. 
Their  meat  is  boiled  or  broiled  j and,  in- 
flead  of  bringing  a large  joint  to  table,  as 
the  Europeans  do,  they  have  it  all  c at  in- 
to fquare  bits  the  fize  of  dice  before  it  is 
prefented  j nor  do  they  ufe  any  table-cloth, 
napkins,  fpoons,  knives  and  forks  j in- 
flead  of  which,  they  ufe  two  little  fhort 
flicks  of  ebony  tipped  with  filver,  with 
which  they  lift  their  meat  very  dextercuf- 
ly.  They  hold  the  cup  near  their  lips, 
which  contains  their  rice  and  broth,  and 
convey  them  into  their  mouths  very  expe- 
L 4 ditioufly 
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ditioufly  with  the  fame  fmall  flicks.  They, 
contrary  to  the  cuflom  of  all  the  other 
eaflern  nations,  have  their  tables  and 
chairs  very  high ; and,  at  an  entertain- 
ment, each  perfon  has  a fquare  table  to 
himfelf,  on  which  meat  and  rice  are  ferved 
in, plate  or  china  cups  and  faucers.  The 
better  fort  feed  very  luxurioufly  ; they  eat 
their  meat  cold,  but  their  liquor  hot.  Tea 
is  their  principal  liquor,  which  they  al- 
ways drink  without  fugar.  In  the  morn- 
ing a large  tin  veffel  is  made  full  of  it,  to 
ferve  the  family  for  that  day.  This  tin 
veffel  is  covered  very  clofe,  and  put  into 
another  veffel  of  wood,  which  keeps  the 
tea  warm  all  day,  and  is  drawn  off  into 
cups  by  a fcrew-cock.  This  coarfer  kind 
of  tea  is  ufed  by  the  family  in  common, 
as  I could  not  difcover  they  drank  any 
thing  elfe.  But,  when  company  is  in  the 
houfsy  every  perfon  has  a cup  with  a 
clofe  cover  fet  before  him,  and  tea  of  fuch 
kind  or  quantity  as  the  perfon  pleafes  is 
-put  into  it  j after  which  a fervant  attends 
with  a fauce-pan  of  boiling  water  to  pour 
into  each  cup. 

The  water  in  China  is  feldom  drank 
cold ; and  indeed  it  is  not  very  fafe,  till 
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herbs  are  infufed  into  it,  or  till  it  is  boil- 
ed or  mixed  with  fpirits ; for  their  water 
is  feldom  pure. 

They  have  no  wine,  though  they  have 
plenty  of  grapes ; nor  do  they  brew  any 
liquor  from  barley  : yet  they  have  feveral 

ftrong  liquors  which  they  make  from  rice 
or  wheat,  of  which  the  moft  common  are 
Hockjhue  and  Shamjhue : the  firh:  is  of  the  co- 
lour of  our  Englilh  brown  beer,  and  very 
ftrong,  and  very  clear.  I am  told  that  it 
is  no  other  than  an  infufion  of  wheat  in 
fcalding-hot  water : it  drinks  more  like 
mum  than  beer.  Shamjhue  is  a fpirit  di- 
ftilled  from  rice,  and  is  either  of  a pale 
or  reddifh  colour.  It  drinks  beft  hot; 
and  our  European  failors,  who  ufe  it  much 
while  here,  all  agree  that  it  is  whole- 
fome,  and  never  caufes  headachs  and  fick- 
nefs  after  it,  as  their  other  liquors  do,  when 
they  get  drunk. 

There  is  a peculiar  ceremony  in  the 
Chinefe  entertainments.  All  the  gqefts  at 
table  fit  hlent.  When  they  drink,  upon  a 
fignal  given  by  the  mafter  of  the  houfe, 
they  all  lift  their  cups  together,  put  them 
to  their  mouths  at  once,  and  fet  down  the 
cups  in  the  fame  manner.  Next  they  lift 

their 
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their  feeding-flicks  at  once  with  a flourifh, 
fallen  them  in  their  plates,  and  take  up 
a bit  of  meat  j and  they  eat  them  fo,  as 
that  all  fhall  be  ready  to  keep  time  and 
motion  in  lifting  the  fecond  bit  j and  fo 
on,  till  all  have  dined.  And  if  any  perfon 
does  not  chufe  to  eat  and  drink  the  fame 
quantity  with  the  reft,  yet  he  muft  make 
the  motion.  As  the  cups  are  liitle,  they 
will  drink  twenty  times  at  a meal.  The 
defert  confifts  of  choice  fruits  and  fweet- 
meats.  Thefe,  after  having  taken  a turn 
in  the  garden,  they  ufe  with  their  tea. 
After  all  is  over,  a long  bamboo  reed  or 
pipe  is  brought  to  the  mafter,  who  fills  it 
with  tobacco,  and  prefents  it  to  the  oldeft 
in  the  company,  or  to  him  to  whom  he 
means  to  fliew  the  greateft  refpedl ; who, 
after  a great  many  refufals  and  compli- 
ments, is  prevailed  to  accept  of  it  firft. 
As  the  pipe  is  fo  long  that  tlie  perfon  can- 
not reach  the  bowl  to  light  it,  a fervant 
waits  with  a match  ready  to  kindle  it  as 
foon  as  the  perfon  puts  it  to  his  mouth. 
The  bowl  or  head  of  their  pipes  is  very 
fmall,  and  will  not  contain  the*  half  that 
an  Englifh  pipe  will  hold.  The  tobacco 
is  brown,  fmall,  and  light,  but  of  an 
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agreeable  flavour,  and  is  fo  dry,  that  by 
the  time  they  have  taken  three  or  four 
whiffs,  it  is  all  burnt.  They  feldom  take 
more  than  four  or  five  whiffs,  and,  fliut- 
ting  the  mouth,  the  fmoke  iflues  gradu- 
ally out  of  mouth,  nofe,  and  ears,  and 
fometimes  they  fwallow  it. 

Ceremony  is  an  eflential  part  of  the 
Chinefe  conffitution.  Tradefmen,  huf- 
bandmen,  and  even  fervants,  have  their 
relpetffive  forms  of  ceremony  appointed 
them,  which,  it  is  believed,  contributes 
towards  civilizing  them.  Swearing  or  ob- 
fcene  talk  is  not  common  in  China.  The 
form  of  falutation  is,  by  bowing  the  head 
a little,  and  laying  the  right-hand  on  the 
breafl:.  When  they  would  fliow  very 
great  refpedl,  they  join  both  hands  toge- 
ther, and  bow  their  whole  body.  When 
the  mafter  of  a houfe  falutes  one  of  great- 
er quality  than  himfelf,  he  does  it,  by  fai- 
ling on  one  knee,  where  he  remains,  till 
the  perfon  faluted  take  him  up,  which  is 
done  inftantly.  They  never  uncover  the 
head  in  falutations  j and  it  is  looked  upon 
as  an  affront  to  falute  a magiffrate  in 
public,  unlefs  the  perfon  has  particular 
bufmefs  with  him.  When  a Mandarine 
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or  magiftrate  paffes,  the  common  people 
ftand  with  their  arms  acrofs,  and  their  eyes 
fixed  on  the  ground. 

Ambali'adors  to  the  court  of  China 
are  allowed  a mafter  of  the  ceremonies,  to 
inftru6l  them  forty  days  before  they  are 
' admitted  to  an  audience.  Even  the  com- 
mon people  are  greatly  offended  if  they  fee 
ftrangers  omitting  to  cringe  and  fawn  ac- 
cording to  the  prefcribed  rules.  The  ftate 
with  which  the  Emperor  receives  foreign 
ambaffadors,  will  give  fome  idea  of  the 
grandeur  of  the  Monarch.  The  following 
account  is  taken  from  a jefuit  who  refided 
long  at  Pekin. 

Pekin  is  divided  into  two  cities,  the 
Tartar  city,  and  the  Chinefe  city.  The 
Emperor’s  palace  hands  in  the  middle  of 
the  Tartar  city,  is  of  an  oblong  figure, 
and  two  miles  in  length,  one  in  breadth, 
and  defended  by  a good  wall.  The  palace 
includes  not  only  the  Emperor’s  houfe 
and  gardens,  but  the  apartments  of  the 
officers  of  ftate,  and  of  a great  number 
of  artificers,  who  are  conftantly  employed 
in  repairing  and  keeping  all  his  works  in 
order.  None  are  permitted  to  fleep  in  the 
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innermoft  palace  but  eunuchs.  It  con- 
fifts  of  nine  vafi;  courts;  each  court  has 
a fplendid  marble  arch  at  its  entry,  and 
over  each  a fqu are  Gothic  building;  yet 
the  office-houfes  on  each  hde  are  but  mean. 
The  Emperor’s  own  apartment  in  the  far- 
theft  court,  is  fupported  by  a number  of 
large  marble  pillars,  and  covered  with 
glazed  tiles  that  Ihine  like  gold.  The 
marble  flairs  by  which  you  afeend  the 
rooms  of  flate,  the  carved  work,  gildings, 
and  paintings  with  which  they  are  adorn- 
ed, look  very  magnificent ; though  there 
is  but  little  connivance  or  uniformity  in 
the  buildings.  In  the  middle  of  one  of 
thefe  inner  courts,  there  is  a folid  fquare 
bafis,  on  which  is  placed  a baluflrade.  Upon 
this  firfl  bafis  is  built  another  in  the  fame 
form,  fomewhat  lefs ; upon  this  again  are 
eredled  three  others,  which  are  propor- 
tionally lefs  as  they  afeend,  difpofed  in 
the  manner  of  an  amphitheatre,  with  a ba- 
luflrade, as  was  already  obferved,  inclofing 
each.  Upon  the  uppermofl  of  thefe  there 
is  a large  room  of  flate  fupported  by  four 
rows  of  varnifhed  pillars,  and  covered  with 
the  abovementioned  fhining  tiles ; and  here 
it  is  that  the  throne  is  placed.  Here  the 
Emperor,  attended  by  a multitude  of  great 
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officers,  princes  of  the  blood,  and  tri* 
butary  kings,  who  fall  proftrate  before 
him  on  their  faces,  gives  audience  to  am- 
baffadors,  who  are  conduced  to  the  throne 
by  a Vice-Roy:-  The  throne  is  about 
three  or  four  feet  high,  in  form  of  an  al- 
tar, and  covered  with  fable,  on  which  the 
Emperor  fits  crofs -legged,  after  the  manner 
of  the  Tartars. 

Eyefbrand  Ides,  Ambaffador  from  the 
Czar  of  Mufcovy,  acquaints  us,  that  when 
he  had  his  audience  of  the  Emperor  of 
China,  he  was  dreffed  in  a dark-coloured 
damafk  waiftcoat,  over  which  he  had  a 
gown  of  deep-blue  fattin  faced  with  er- 
mine, a firing  of  coral  about  his  neck,  a 
cap  faced  with  fable,  with  a red  filk  knot, 
and  fome  peacock  feathers  hanging  down 
behind:  that  he  faw  no  gold  or  jewels 
about  him  j and  that  he  had  boots  or 
bufkins  of  black  velvet.  The  fame  Am- 
baffador  tells  us,  that  he  was  conducted  to 
the  Emperor  by  three  Mandarines  in  their 
robes , that  he  had  50  horfes  allowed  for 
him  and  his  retinue;  that  having  alighted 
at  the  gate  of  the  outward  palace,  he 
palled  through  five  courts,  where  he  faw 
great  numbers  of  Mandarines  ftanding  in 
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their  embroidered  robes : that  the  Empe- 
ror being  fet  upon  his  throne,  he  delivered 
his  credentials  from  the  Czar  his  mafter, 
and,  after  a fhort  fpeech,  was  recond  act- 
ed to  his  apartment  in  the  fame  manner  : 
that  he  was  afterwards  invited  to  an  en- 
tertainment at  court,  when  the  Emperor 
came  in  with  a guard  of  12  halberdeers, 
richly  drefied,  and  mulick  playing  j that, 
when  he  had  mounted  his  throne,  the 
guards  fat  down  crofs-legged  beneath  him, 
and  the  mulick  ceafed  ; that  the  Vice- Roy, 
the  Emperor’s  uncle,  and  other  miniders 
of  Hate,  flood  on  each  flde  of  the  Empe- 
ror; and  that  he  the  Ambaflador  was 
placed  on  the  right  flde  of  the  throne 
about  four  fathom  diftance.  That  the 
Vice-Roy  having  received  the  Emperor’s 
commands  upon  his  knees,  brought  the 
Ambaflador  two  fathoms  nearer;  and  the 
Emperor  having  inquired  after  his  Czarifli 
Majefty’s  health,  he  ordered  a table  that 
was  furnilhed  v^ith  cold  meat  and  fruits  to 
be  uncovered  ; upon  which  the  AmbalTa- 
dor,  having  a table  provided  forhimfelf,  was 
deflred  to  eat.  About  200  Lords  of  the 
court,  who  fat  down  on  a carpet  crofs- 
legged,  had  a table  furnilhed  between  each 
I two 
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two  of  them.  The  Emperor  fent  a goofe, 
and  feveral  other  difhes,  from  his  own 
table  to  the  Ambaffador,  and  a gold  cup 
with  fpirits.  The  Jefuit  Miffionaries,  who 
had  colleges  there,  were  called  in,  and, 
kneeling  before  the  throne,  were  ordered 
to  afk  the  Ambafiador  queftions  about  the 
length  of  his  journey,  and  the  kingdoms 
of  Europe,  who  interpreted  his  anfwers  to 
the  Emperor.  The  Vice-Roy  led  the 
Ambaffador  to  his  place,  where  having  fat 
a quarter  of  an  hour,  he  v/as  ordered  to 
ftand  up;  then  the  Emperor  having  fa- 
luted  him,  he  retired.  The  Mandarines  af- 
terwards entertained  him  with  a play. 
When  he  had  his  audience  of  leave,  and 
the  Emperor  was  feated  on  his  throne,  a 
herald  called  aloud  to  the  Lords  of  the 
court  to  ftand  up,  and  bow  to  the  earth  ; 
which  they  did  three  times;  and  at  the 
fame  time  the  drums  beat,  the  bells  rung, 
and  the  mufick  played.  The  Ambaffador 
being  brought  within  three  fathoms  of  the 
throne,  was  placed  between  two  Tartar 
princes,  while  he  made  his  compliments 
to  the  Emperor.  As  he  returned,  he  ob- 
ferved  that  the  Emperor’s  guards  ftood  in 
the  fourth  court,  cloathed  in  red  callico 
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with  large  figures  upon  the  cloth*  and 
that  they  had  little  caps  adorned  with 
yellow  feathers*  thefe  was  the  court- 
livery,  and  were  armed  with  fcymetars  and 
launces.  The  Ambaflador  was  condu6ted 
from  the  palace  to  his  apartment,  in  one 
of  the  Emperor’s  chariots  drawn  by  an 
elephant  j twenty  of  which  animals,  which 
he  had  received  in  prefents  from  foreign 
princes,  being  kept  in  flables  near  the 
palace. 

Though  the  Chinefe  race  of  Emperors 
never  appeared  in  public;  yet  the  prefent 
Tartar  prince  fhews  himfelf  to  the  people 
four  times  a month.  And  he  vifits  the 
frontiers  of  Tartary  once  a year,  attended 
by  forty  Tartar  princes  or  lords.  When 
he  vifits  the  provinces  of  China,  he  rides 
poll,  attended  only  by  a few  officers  of 
ftate ; and  guards  are  placed  along  the 
roads  he  is  to  pafs  through  for  fecurity  of 
his  perfon. 

Agriculture  is  of  fuch  elfeem  iri  this 
empire,  that  fome  of  the  Emperors  have 
thought  it  not  unworthy  of  their  royal 
care  to  promote  it,  and  even  to  teach  it  to 
M then 
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their  fubjeds.  The  Emperor  called  Ven 
held'the  plough  himfelf,  and  his  Emprefg 
affided  in  planting  mulberry-trees,  and 
kept  a hoLife  for  filk-worms  in  the  palace,, 
in  order  to  fet  a good  example  to  their 
fubjebls.  All  the  cloaths  the  Emperor 
wore  were  of  the  Emprefs's  own  making; 
and  a feaft  was  at  that  time  inftituted,  to 
the  honour  of  agriculture,  which  is  held 
annually  about  the  vernal  equinox,  when 
the  governors  of  the  feveral  towns  and 
provinces  afi’emble  the  peafants,  and  march 
before  them  in  proceffion,  with  garlands, 
mufick,  dreamers,  and  the  inftmments  of 
agriculture  carried  before  them. 

Their  hidories  inform  us,  that  the  Em- 
peror betook  himfelf  to  hulbandry 

in  his  old  age,  and  plovred  and  fowed  the 
ground  himfelf  for  three  years  before  hi& 
death,  to  fet  an  example  to  his  fubjebls; 
and  fent  perfons  ikiiled  in  agriculture  into- 
every  part  of  his  dominions,  to  indrudf 
them  how  to  improve  the  ground  to  the 
bed  advantage. 

The  Chinefe  afcribe  the  invention  of  the 
plough,  and  feveral  indruments  of  agri- 
culture, and  the  proper  method  of  fowing 
wheat,  rice,  barley,  and  other  grains,  to 
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fome  of  their  Emperors  j and  books  have 
been  v/ritten  by  their  princes  upon  the 
fubjedf  of  tillage,  the  nature  of  different 
foils,  and  the  manner  proper  for  each, 
which  ferve  as  directions  to  the  huiband- 
rnen  at  this  day. 

Horfes,  mules,  camels,  ozen,  cows, 
buffaloes,  hogs,  deer,  hare,  and  fiieep, 
are  in  great  plenty  in  China.  The  hogs,- 
which  are  generally  black,  have  hollow 
backs,  and  bellies  that  reach  the  ground  ; 
but  their  ilefli  is  very  fat  and  white.  The 
flieep  are  like  thofe  of  Turky  j they  have 
large  tails  of  feveral  pounds  weight  j and 
their  fleece  is  rather  hair  than  wool. 
Geefe,  ducks,  hens,  and  all  kinds  of  poul- 
try and  wild  fowl,  are  in  no  lefs  plenty, 
and  very  cheap.  In  many  places  the 
people  hatch  the  eggs  in  ovens  and  dung- 
hills. 

No  country  abounds  more  in  herbs  and 
roots ; peafe,  beans,  and  other  pulfe, 
which  are  the  chief  diet  of  the  poorer  fort  of 
people,  are  reaped  in  great  quantities.  Tho’ 
our  Englifh  gardens  excel  them  greatly 
for  fine  walks  and  variety  of  flowers, 
which  the  Chinefe  negledt  as  unprofitable  j 
yet  they  excell  us  in  the  number  and  plenty 
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of  thofe  herbs,  plants,  and  roots  that  are 
really  ufeful. 

In  fome  provinces,  where  the  ground 
lies  high,  and  the  foil  is  poor,  they  grow 
fine  large  trees  fit  for  building  and  fhip- 
ping.  In  other  provinces,  particularly  to- 
wards the  W.  and  N.  They  fow  wheat, 
barley  and  peafe  only,  which  they  ex- 
change with  the  low  watery  countries  for 
rice.  The  greateft  part  of  the  foil  is  fo 
light,  that  they  plow  with  a fingle  buf- 
faloe  or  heifer;  after  the  plough,  the 
ground  is  cleaned  of  all  noxious  weeds ; 
and  if  the  field  is  defigned  for  rice,  they 
let  down  water  from  an  adjacent  canal  up- 
on it,  till  it  becomes  as  foft  as  pap,  and 
continue  conflantly  to  water  it  till  the  rice 
is  almofl  ripe ; then  they  flop  the  water, 
to  let  the  grain  dry,  and  often  cut  it  down, 
and  threfh  it  on  the  field  where  it  grew. 
They  have  never  lefs  than  two  harvefls  of 
it  in  the  year.  And  though  no  other 
thing  than  water  is  neceffary  for  the 
growth  of  rice;  yet  they  ufe  dung  of  va- 
rious forts  for  the  culture  of  other  grains. 
They  are  fuch  good  oeconomifls  of  their 
ground,  that  there  is  not  a ditch,  hedge  or 
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tree  to  be  feen  on  any  fpot  of  their  plowed 
grounds  or  fields. 

Apples,  pears,  peaches,  apricots,  figs, 
grapes,  walnuts,  chefnuts,  pomegranates, 
melons,  oranges  and  olives,  are  in  plenty, 
with  many  other  European  fruits.  They 
have,  befides,  great  variety  which  do  not 
grow  in  Europe,  fuch  as,the/(?2'(7^/,  as  big  as  a 
chefnut,  having  a large  ftone,  but  a deli- 
cious and  watery  tafle  ; the  louyen  or  dra- 
gons  eye,  of  a globular  fhape,  yellow  co- 
lour, full  of  juice,  which  is  cool  and  re- 
frefhing.  They  grow  likewife  the  pine- 
apple,  guavoeSy  and  cocoas,  which  they  had 
originally  brought  from  India.  From 
hence  came  alfo  thofe  oranges  the  Portu- 
guefe  called  China  oranges^  brought  by 
them  to  Europe  under  that  name,  of 
which  they  have  now  got  great  plenty 
in  Portugal  itfelfj  but  the  moft  efteem- 
ed  China  orange,  is  little  bigger  than 
a large  walnut.  Lemons,  citrons,  and 
limes,  are  very  common. 

Rattan  or  Japan  cane  with  which  they 
make  cordage,  fugar-cane,  ginger,  mul- 
berry-trees, China-root,  rhubarb,  ginfeng- 
root,  which  is  valued  much  for  its  fove- 
reign  virtues,  cocoa-nut,  and  a fort  of 
M 3 pepper,. 
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pepper,  are  all  very  plenty  in  China.  The 
,cane  called  Bamboo  grows  fometimes  as  large 
as  an  ordinary  tree,  and  thrives  heft  in 
marfhy  ground.  Though  this  cane  is  light, 
yet  it  is  ftraight  and  tail,  and  is  of  great 
fervice  in  their  houfes,  iliips,  boats,  and 
other  buildings. 

The  'T’allow-t?-ee  is  very  remarkable : 
h is  the  height  of  a cherry-tree,  the  leaf 
ill  aped  like  a heart,  and  of  a lively  red 
colour  : the  fruit  is  inclofed  in  a rhind, 

divided  into  three  fegments,  which,  when 
ripe,  opens  of  itfelf,  and  difclofes  three 
white  kernels  as  large  as  thofe  of  our  En- 
glilh  .nuts.  Thefe  kernels  have  all  the 
qualities  of  tallow,  in  fmell,  colour,  and 
fubHance.  The  Chinefe  make  their  candles 
of  it,  .which  burn  veiy  well,  but  have  an 
^offenfive  fmell  when  burning. 

T’ea  or  I’cha  is  a plant  peculiar  to  this 
country  and  to  Japan.  It  is  an  ever- 
green, and  commonly  grows  at  the  foot 
of  mountains,  and  thrives  bell  on  a ftony 
foil.  Its  root  refembles  that  of  a peach- 
tree,  and  its  leaf  that  of  a wild  white  rofe.- 
It  generally  grows  about  as  high  as  a rofe- 
bulh,  though  fome  are  higher  and  very 
thick-branched.  Each  plant  is  fet  about 
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three  feet  from  another,  and  the  earth 
raifed  about  the  trunk.  It  feldom  grows 
wild.  The  leaves  are  about  aji  inch  long,  half 
an  inch  broad,  ferrated  and  terminate  in  a 
narrow  point.  The  olded  leaves  are  whitCj, 
brittle,  and  of  a bitterihi  tafle  : the  young- 
eff,  foft,  fmooth,  reddilh,  tranfparent, 
and  of  aTweetifh  tafte.  The  three  forts 
of  tea  brought  to  Europe  are  all  from  the 
fame  plant.  The  foil  where  it  is  planted, 
or  the  feafon  of  the  year  when  it  is  ga- 
thered, is  the  true  caufe  of  that  varier}^ 
Bohea,  or  Vcui^  fo  called  fjora  fome  moun- 
tains in  the  province  of  Tokien,  where  it 
grows,  is  the  very  firfl  bud,  gathered  in 
the  beginning  of  March,  and  dried  in  the 
fliade.  Hyfo?2,  Imperial  or  Bhig-tea:,  is  the 
fecond  growth  in  April.  Singh  or  com- 
mon Green-tea,  is  the  laif,  wdiich  is  gathered 
•in  May  or  June;  both  thefe  are  dried  in 
little  pans  over  the  fire.  The  tea-buflies 
are  in  the  flower  from  Oflober  to  Janu- 
ary. The  feed  is  ripe  in  September  or 
Offober  following  ; but  for  one  frefh  feed 
fit  for  fowing,  there  are  a hundred  good 
for  nothing.  The  feed  veflels  are  tricapfu- 
d.ar,  each  capfula  containing  a nut  or  feed  ; 
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and  though  we  fee  the  veftige  of  feveral 
feeds,  yet  few  come  to  perfection. 

, r>. 

The  principal  manufacture  in  China,  is 
filk,  and  which  is  efteemed  the  fineft  in 
the  world.  That  which  is  wrought  in  the 
province  of  Nankin  of  Chekiang  filk,  is 
accounted  belt  by  the  natives  3 but  that  of 
Qi^amtong  is  highly  valued  by  foreigners. 
The  moft  common  fort  of  hlk  is  called 
‘Touanze  j it  is  like  our  fattin,  and  either 
plain,  or  wrought  with  flowers  and  other 
figures.  Thefe  figures  are  not  raifed,  but 
made  by  the  different  colours  and  fhades. 
The  principal  figure  on  their  filks  is  the 
dragon,  of  which  there  are  two  forts ; one, 
called  Lom^  with  five  claws,  and  is  only 
wrought  in  the  Emperor’s  filks,  as  the 
Chinefe  fay  that  this  dragon  was  the  im- 
perial arms  of  Fohi  the  founder  of  the  em^ 
pire  about  4000  years  ago:  the  other 
dragon  wrought  in  filk  is  called  Mam,  with 
four  claws,  and  which  every  one  is  permit- 
ted to  wear. 

In  fummer  the  better  fort  wear  a filk 
called  Cha  for  their  gowns,  which  is  a fort 
of  taffety,  and  is  neither  fo  clofely  wrought, 
por  has  fo  fine  a glofs  as  our  European 

filks ; 
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filks ; yet  is  much  more  fubftantial.  They 
have  a fort  of  taffety  befides,  which,  though 
it  be  very  clofely  wrought,  will  not  crefs 
or  cut,  by  a great  deal  of  handling  or  pref- 
fing,  and  which  they  wafh  like  linnen.  It 
is  fold  by  weight,  and  they  make  under- 
gowns, drawers,  or  linings  of  it. 

They  manufadlure  gold-tiffue,  plufh, 
velvet,  crapes,  druggets,  ferges  and  tam- 
mies. But  though  they  have  plenty  of 
wool  in  feveral  provinces,  they  make  no 
cloth.  They  indeed  make  a kind  of  blan- 
ket or  fuffet  cloth,  which  is  deiigned  for 
ftudying-gowns  in  winter  to  the  Chinefe 
literati. 

They  have  great  plenty  of  cotton,  of 
which  they  make  feveral  kinds  of  cloth. 
There  grows  a plant  called  G?,  peculiar  to 
China,  and  in  Canton  is  called  Tuttama^ 
of  which  they  make  a very  fine  ftuff.  I 
faw  a filk  at  Canton  called  Lo^  which 
exceeds  any  thing  of  the  kind  in  the  world : 
it  is  not  only  beautiful,  durable,  and 
walhes,  but  will  not  take  a crefs  in  any 
way  you  can  ufe  it. 

Porcelain  or  China  is  a very  confiderable 
branch  of  manufa6lure  in  this  empire.  In 
the  province  of  ^amji  there  are  number- 
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iefs  quarries  of  a very  tough  white  clay,  or 
rather  foft  white  ftone.  This  hard  clay 
being  wafiied,  and  thereby  feparated  from 
the  earth  with  which  it  is  mixed,  is  dried, 
and  beat  down  to  a very  fine  powder; 
which  being  made  into  a pafie,  they  knead 
and  bake  it  a long  time.  For  this  pur- 
pofe  they  ufe  a peculiar  water  brought 
from  another  province,  as  there  is  no 
water  fit  for  it  near  the  place  where  the  clay 
is  dug.  The  clay  is  impregnated  with  a 
fait  which  purifies  and  refines  it.  After 
the  clay  is  fufficiently  kneaded,  they  form 
the  veflels  in  moulds,  and  expofe  them 
to  the  fun.  They  are  taken  in  when  the 
heat  is  exceflive,  becaufe  the  veflels  are 
ready  to  warp.  They  are  dried,  and 
painted  by  degrees,  as  they  find  the  metal 
able  to  bear  it.  After  this,  they  wafli  the 
veflTels  all  over  with  a ley  or  varnifh  mixed 
with  the  fame  matter  of  which  the  veffels 
are  made-;  which  lafl:  operation  gives  them 
a fine  luftre.  The  lafl;  part  of  the  work 
is,  to  put  the  veflels  in  a furnace,  heated  by 
a gentle  and  uniform  fire,  left  the  air 
fliould  damage  them  ; and  when  they  are 
fufficiently  hardened,  they  remove  them  by 
flow  degrees  from  the  furnace,  ib  as  to  let 

them 
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them  cool  gradually.  In  fhort,  it  requires 
care,  patience  and  caution,  to  execute  this 
excellent  manufafture.  There  are  three 
kinds  of  china,  diilinguiflied  by  their  co- 
lours. The  firfr  is  yelh^d)-,  and  though  it 
is  coarfer  than  the  other  two,  yet  being  the 
imperial  colour,  is  only  ufed  in  the  Empe- 
ror’s court,  and  not  allowed  to  other 
people.  The  fecond  fort  is  gray,  having  a 
number  of  fmall  irregular  lines  croffing 
each  other  3 thefe  are  indeed  the  moft  beau- 
tiful, but  very  rarely  brought  to  Europe. 
The  laid,  and  moft  common,  is  lyiizVc  china, 
Vv'hich  is  painted  with  a variety  of  figures, 
and  which  our  merchants  buy  up.  It  is 
valued  by  its  finenefs,  whitenefs,  and 
fadiionable  fhape  and  painting.  The  fine- 
nefs is  difcovered  by  the  tranfparency  at 
the  thinneft  edges,  of  the  velfel.  The 
whitenefs  mufl  not  be  judged  of  by  the 
outward  coat  or  varnifh,  but  by  the  clay 
or  metal  itfelf,  which  muft  be  therefore  ex- 
amined. 

The  fine  varnifh  with  which  the  Chinefe 
wafli  both  their  wooden  and  earthen  uten- 
fils,  is  not  a compofition,  as  fome  have  af- 
ferted,  but  a gum  which  diftills  from  a 
tree.  In  the  mafs  it  looks  like  pitch  and 

is 
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is  mixed  with  more  or  lefs  oil  according 
to  the  nature  of  the  work,  for  which  it  is 
intended  to  be  ufed.  If  the  varnilh  is  not 
often  repeated  on  tables  or  chairs,  it  is  fo 
tranfparent,  that  you  difcern  every  vein  of 
the  wood  through  it  j but  if  the  varnifh- 
ing  is  often  repeated,  it  becomes  a hard 
beautiful  cruft.  When  it  is  near  dry, 
then  is  the  time  they  embrace  for  painting 
with  gold,  filver,  or  other  colours;  and 
fometimes,  after  the  painting  is  dried,  they 
will  go  over  with  varnifh  once  more,  to 
give  the  finer  luftre.  This  varnifli  not  on- 
ly beautifies,  but  preferves  wood  from 
wearing  or  decay. 

Marriage  is  fo  honourable  and  of  fo 
much  efteem  among  the  Chinefe,  that  moft 
men  marry  by  the  time  they  are  twenty 
years  of  age  ; an  old  batchelor  being  look- 
ed upon  with  the  greateft  contempt ; and 
to  have  no  children  to  mourn  at  their 
graves,  is  reckoned  very  unfortunate.  As 
there  is  fcarcely  therefore  an  unmarried 
man  to  be  found  in  China;  and  as  the 
women  are  exceeding  prolific,  it  is  no  great 
wonder  that  this  empire  is  much  more 
populous,  than  any  other  country  in  the 

known 
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known  world  j more  efpecially  as  few  of 
them  travel  to  other  parts,  and  are  feldom 
taken  off  by  war  or  peftilence.  If  mutual 
confent  conftitutes  marriage,  there  is  no 
fuch  thing  here  : the  parties  never  lee  one 
another  till  the  bargain  is  concluded,  which 
is  done  either  by  the  parents,  or  by  guar-  , 
dians  or  old  matrons,  who  may  properly 
enough  be  called  marriage-brokers.  And 
thefe  matches  are  commonly  made  when 
the  parties  are  mere  children. 

The  girls  are  part  of  the  father’s  riches, 
as  the  poorell  man  mult  purchafe  his  wife, 
no  fortune  being  ever  given  with  one. 
And  as  wives  are  only  obtained  by  pur- 
chafe,  men  in  low  circumltances  are  obli- 
ged to  content  themfelves  with  one  a piece; 
and  in  this  refpecl  the  poorer  women  of 
China  have  much  the  advantage  of  the 
richer.  What  would  not  a Chinefe  lady  give 
to  exchange  her  life  with  a cottager,  fo  as 
to  have  a man  to  herfelf  ? For  the  men  of 
fortune  in  China  do  not  content  them- 
felves with  one  or  two  wives,  nor  even 
with  twenty,  but,  if  their  circumltances 
permit,  will  have  a numerous  train  of 
them  in  feraglio’s  or  women -houfes,  where 
the  wretched  creatures  are  almoll  perpetu- 
ally 
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ally  confined,  and  fcarcely  allowed  to' 
breathe  the  frefli  air.  They  mufl  not,> 
after  entering  their  tyrants  door,  either 
fee  or  be  feen  by  any  other  man  but  him- 
felf.  On  the  other  hand,  the  poorer  wo- 
men range  about  at  liberty  with  feet  of  a 
natural  fize,  without  being  made  prifoners 
and  cripples  from  their  cradles,  as  the  w’o- 
men  of  higher  birth  have  the  honour  to 
be.  She  who  bears  the  hrft  child  to  a 
great  man,  has  more  refpedl  paid  her  than 
the  reft,  though  all  the  children  inherit  their 
Father’s  fortune  alike  j and  till  one  of 
thefe  wives  has  had  a child,  file  is  not  ad- 
mitted at  table  with  her  hufband,  mother, 
and  the  reft  of  the  family,  but  muft  wait 
upon  them  as  a fervant.  Next  to  a wo- 
man’s being  barren,  the  greateft  fcandal 
is  to  bear  females  j and  if  it  happens 
that  a woman  brings  forth  three  or 
four  daughters  fuccefiively  without  a fon, 
fhe  will  expofe  or  ftrangle  them.  If 
the  parents  happen  to  be  poor  or  unfortu- 
nate, they  look  upon  the  murder  of  their 
children  to  be  an  a6l  of  piety,  becaufe 
they  think  that  they  deprive  them  of  a 
being  which  they  would  not  be  able  to  fup- 
port  with  any  degree  of  comfort.  This  isr 
8 the 
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the  reafon  fo  many  children  are  daily  ex- 
pofed  in  the  ftreets  and  highways  of  China, 
whofe  parents  had  fo  much  tendernefs  re- 
maining, that,  notwithfcanding  the  fane- 
tion  of  a prevailing  cufiom,  they  might 
not  fee  them  die,  or  butcher  them  with 
their  own  hands.  Thefe  expofed  children 
are  thofe  to  whom  the  Popilh  Miffionaries 
fo  frequently  glory  in  having  adminiftred 
baptifm  j and  they  tell  us,  that  though 
they  could  not  relieve  them  in  this  world, 
they  procured  for  them  a glorious 'rever- 
fion  in  the  next 

The  feraglio  in  the  court  of  Pekin  con- 
tains a colledlion  of  the  mold  beautiful 
virgins  in  the  empire.  Thefe  the  Vice- 
Roys  and  Governors  of  the  feveral  pro- 
vinces make  prefents  of  to  the  Emperor, 
who  ufes  them  indeed  no  better  than  his 
flavesj  for  they  are  fo  numerous,  that 
many  of  them  are  hardly  ever  known  by 
him. 

The  female  fex  are  excluded  from  ha- 
ving any  fhare  in  the  civil  government 
and  councils.  The  Chinefe,  by  way  of 
derilion,  Ryle  Europe  T^he  Ladies  Empit'e, 

* Their  compaffion  fell  infinitely  lliort  of  the  ten- 
der-hearted S-amaritans  mentioned  in  the  Gofpels. 
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from  the  information  that  women  are 
fometimes  invefted  with  fovereign  power 
in  that  quarter  of  the  world. 

As  we  have  faid,  that  every  man  here  is 
married,  and  that  the  richer  have  ten, 
twelve,  or  as  many  more  a-piece,  a dif- 
culty  may  occur  to  the  reader,  where  wo- 
men can  be  found  equal  to  the  men,  lince 
experience  fhews  that  the  numbers  of  males 
and  females  born  in  this  or  any  other 
country,  one  year  with  another,  are  nearly 
equal  ? To  anfwer  this  queftion,  it  may 
be  obferved,  that  the  poorer  fort,  who 
compofe  the  greateft  number  in  the  empire, 
have  each  only  one  wife  ^ that  the  men 
generally  live  fingle  till  they  arrive  at  the 
age  of  twenty  j and  the  women  are  mar- 
riageable at  twelve : fo  that  all  the  females 
betwixt  twelve  and  twenty  years  of  age, 
may  ferve  to  .fill  the  feraglio’s  of  the 
great. 

It  is  a rule  in  China,  that  a man  never 
marries  one  of  the  fame  name  with  him- 
felf.  Degrees  of  kindred  are  little  ob- 
jeftion,  efpecially  on  the  mother’s  fide. 

There  are  feafting  and  rejoicing  when 
the  man  takes  home  his  bride,  particularly 
a fplendid  cavalcade  from  the  wife’s  father’s 
I ~ houle 


An  Account  of  China,  177 

houfe,  to  the  bridegroom’s  houfe,  attended 
with  drums,  trumpets,  dreamers  and  co- 
lours flying.  But  the  bride  is  Ihut  up  in  a 
clofe  chair,  from  the  fight  of  the  proceffion, 
and  is  never  more  to  be  profaned  by  the 
eyes  of  the  multitude,  or  even  of  her  own 
neared  male-relations.  The  marriage  be- 
comes irrevocable  when  the  bride,  or  ra- 
ther her  parents  in  her  name,  have  accep- 
ted the  gold  and  filver  bodkins,  and  other 
prefents  that  the  bridegroom  fends  fuit- 
able  to  her  quality.  In  negotiating  the 
/ marriage,  a pried  or  conjurer  is  confult- 
ed,  not  only  to  foretell  whether  the  marri- 
age fliall  prove  happy  or  unfortunate,  but 
when  the  day  and  hour  of  corifumraation 
diall  happen ; and  they  do  not  fail  to  ob- 
ferve  his  direClions. 

When  the  bride  arrives,  the  bridegroom 
dands  at  the  gate  or  door  of  his  houfe, 
richly  drefied,  to  receive  her,  and  he  im- 
mediately unlocks  the  door  of  the  fedan 
or  chair  with  his  own  hand.  At  this 
fird  interview,  both  one  and  the  other  are 
often  confounded  at  their  difappointment, 
in  finding  themfelves  much  deceived  in  the 
reprefentations  made  by  their  agents.  Yet 
there  is  no  redrefs  for  the  womans  fhe 
N mud 
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mud  fubmit,  let  her  averfion  be  ever  fo 
great,  if  the  man  is  willing  to  accept  of 
her ; but  the  intended  hufband,  if  he 
finds  the  woman  not  fo  agreeable  as  he 
expedled,  will  return  the  bride  that  mo- 
ment to  her  parents,  and  contentedly  lofe 
the  purchafe- money,  rather  than  be  trou- 
bled with  one  he  appi'ehends  might  turn 
out  a domeftic  plague  j but  if  he  once  re- 
ceives her,  he  is  not  allowed  to  divorce 
her,  unlefs  for  adultery,  impotency,  lepro- 
fy,  or  the  like. 

Some  of  the  fair-fex  procure  an  article 
in  their  marriage- fettlement,  that  they 
iliall  have  liberty  to  entertain  gallants  j and 
in  fuch  cafe,  the  lovers  refort  as  confident- 
ly to  her  apartments  as  her  hufband. 
But  the  Chinefe  generally  hold  this  pracSlice 
in  fuch  abhorrence,  that  the  children  of 
fuch  women  are  difqualified  to  hold  any 
place,  or  procure  preferment  in  the  fiate. 

Some  parents,  when  they  apprehend 
that  they  fliall  not  be  in  a condition  to 
maintain  their  male-children,  will  caftrate 
them,  in  order  to  provide  for  them  as 
eunuchs  in  the  Emperor’s  feraglio.  They 
are  called  Geliibden  j and  no  other  are  per- 
mitted to  come  near  the  women’s  apart- 
ment. 
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?nent,  or  to  attend  in  the  innermoft  courts  of 
the  palace.  Y ea,  fo  facred  are  the  women’s 
apartments  in  general,  that  the  hufband’s 
father  is  not  permitted  to  enter  them.  And 
if  the  father  would  punifh  his  fon  for  any 
offence,  which,  by  the  law  of  China,  he 
may  do  after  marriage,  if  the  fon  efcapes 
into  his  wife’s  apartment,  he  is  as  fafe  as 
in  a fandluary.  If  daughters  are  not  mar- 
ried in  their  father’s  life-timg,  their  bre- 
thren are  obliged  by  law  to  provide  for 
them. 

The  women  employ  themfelves  in  paint- 
ing, embroidery  and  needle-work,  but  ne- 
ver meddle  with  trade  or  merchandize.  In 
their  retirement,  they  keep  colledlions  of 
birds,  dogs,  and  other  entertaining  ani- 
mals, to  amufe  them. 

The  Jefuits  fo  greatly  extol  the  piety  of 
the  female  converts  that  they  had  profe- 
lyted  here,  that  they  tell  us,  if  China 
fhould  once  embrace  Chriftianity,  'all  the 
female  fex  would  be  faved. 

The  eftablifhed  religion  of  China  is  Ido- 
latry ; but,  of  all  the  idolaters  on  the  face 
of  the  earth,  they  have  fallen  into  the  few- 
eft  abfurdities,  They  worfliip  one  Supreme 
N -2  God. 
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God,  King  of  heaven  and  earth,  or  rather 
an  Internal  Mind,  which  they  imagine 
animates  both  heaven  and  earth.  Though 
they  worfhip  the  firft  inventors  of  arts, 
fome  feledl  mountains  and  rivers  j yet 
they  pay  no  adoration  to  vice  and  the 
other  impure  deities,  which  the  Egyptians, 
Greeks,  and  Romans  worfhipped.  There 
are  at  this  day  three  remarkable  fedts  in 
China.  The  firft  are  the  followers  of  Li- 
Laokuriy  who  lived,  as  they  fay,  500  years 
before  Chrift.  This  Li-Laokun  taught 
that  God  was  corporal ; and  that  he  had 
many  fubordinate  deities  under  his  govern- 
ment. His  difciples  ftudy  magick,  and 
pretend  that  they  can  make  a drink  which 
will  give  men  immortality.  The  fecond 
fe6t  of  the  learned  are  the  difciples  of  the 
celebrated  Congfou  their  countryman,  who 
lived  in  the  time  of  Artaxerxes,  Nehemiah 
and  Malachi,  about  450  years  before  our 
Saviour,  and  is  faid  to  have  died  of  grief, 
when  he  feared  that  he  could  not  reform 
the  w'orld.  He  inftru6led  the  people  in  phi- 
lofophy,  and  left  behind  him  many  admirable 
precepts  of  morality.  His  writings  and 
precepts  are  dill  held  in  great  edeem  by  all 
the  people.  He  taught  that  God  was  a.  molt 
pure  and  perfect  principle,  the  fountain  and 

elfence 
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elTence  of  all  beings,  and  ordered  temples 
and  images  to  be  dedicated  to  him.  This 
Congfou  is  worfhiped  with  the  profound- 
eft  adoration.  But  the  third  fed!:,  who 
worftiip  the  idol  Fo,  is  much  more  nu= 
merous  than  the  other  two.  This  idol 
was  tranfported  from  India  about  thirty- 
two  years  after  our  Saviour.  His  priefts, 
which  are  called  the  Bo?izeSy  teach  feveral 
moral  precepts,  and  that  there  is  a ftate 
of  rewards  and  punifliments  after  this  life. 
They  teach  likewife,  that  it  is  not  lawful 
to  kill  any  living  creature,  or  to  drink 
wine  j and  do  not  forget  to  inftru6l  them 
how  much  it  is  their  duty  and  intereft 
to  entertain  and  nourifh  the  priefts  them- 
felves,  to  build  temples  and  monafteries, 
and  to  perform  the  penances  they  enjoin  ; 
and,  as  they  hold  the  doftrine  of  tranfmi- 
gration,  they  tell  their  followers,  that,  if 
they  neglecf  thefe  things,  they  fhall  fuffer 
the  greateft  torment  after  death,  and  their 
fouls  fhall  inhabit  fome  ugly  reptile  or 
beaft  of  burden. 

Belides  thefe  feels,  there  are  fome  thou- 
fands  of  Mahoraedan  families  in  China, 
that  religion  having  been  tolerated  there 
N 3 near 


282  An  Account  of  China; 

near  600  years,  and  cultivated  with  great 
fervour  by  its  votaries. 

Their  images  are  fo  numerous,  that 
there  is  not  a houfe,  fhip,  or  boat,  but 
muft  have  one  confecrated  by  a prieft. 
V/heii  they  pray  to  their  dumb  deities,  and 
do  not  find  the  prayer  has  had  any  de- 
firabie  effe6l,  they  fall  a reproaching  the 
deity  with  moft  abufive  and  fcurrilous  epi- 
thets 5 but  if  they  imagine  the  importu- 
nate requeft  is  granted  by  him,  they  new-^ 
paint,  wafii  and  gild  the  block,  and  fall 
down  and  adore  him,  that  he  may  be  ftill 
propitious.  Many  of  them  worfhip  the 
fun,  moon  and  other  planets,  the  fouls  of 
great  anceftors,  or  the  authors  of  any  ufe- 
ful  invention,  and  have  altars  and  images 
eredled  to  them. 

In  every  houfe  you  will  find  a table,  on 
which  the  names  of  the  father,  grand- 
father and  great-grandfather,  of  the  fami^ 
ly,  are  written ; before  which  they  burn 
incenfe,  and  proftrate  themfelves ; and 
when  the  father  of  a family  dies,  the 
great-grandfather’s  name  is  taken  away, 
and  the  name  of  the  deceafed  added,  to 
make  up  the  number.  Great  men,  ■ whofe 
circumllances  v\dll  allow  it^  eredl  temples 

tQ 


^Afi  Account  of  China.'  183 

to  the  memory  of  their  anceftors,  where 
they  offer  an  annual  facrifice.  The  Em- 
peror facrifices  to  feven  of  his  anceftors, 
the  tributary  Kings  to  five,  and  the  Man- 
darines to  three. 

The  cuftom  of  burning  incenfe  and 
proftrating  themfelves  before  the  tombs  of 
their  anceftors,  is  fo  much  riveted  on  the 
minds  of  the  people,  that  the  Jefuits  tell 
us,  they  could  not  reform  their  converts 
from  the  praflice,  and  were  obliged  to 
wink  at  it,  though  their  holy  father  the 
Pope  has  reprimanded  them  for  it. 

As  the  Chinefe  are  great  obfervers  of 
times,  they  place  as  much  faith  in  their 
aftrologers  and  fortune-tellers,  as  they  do 
in  their  Gods. 

The  country  abounds  with  idol  temples, 
which  are  built  without  the  gates  of  their 
cities,  or  in  folitary  places.  Each  temple 
has  an  order  of  priefts,  who  attend  to  of- 
fer up  hogs,  goats,  rice,  wine  and  other 
provifion  to  the  deity  of  the  place,  and  to 
give  confultations  to  any  perfon  who  comes 
thither  to  enquire  of  his  good  fortune. 
Near  thefe  temples  are  cloyfters  of  religious 
devotees,  who  accommodate  ftrangers  with 
lodging  and  provifions,  and  who  pretend  to 
N 4 have 


184  A?i  Account  of  China. 

have  forfaken  the  pleafures,  honours  and 
riches  of  the  world,  as  a kind  of  penance 
very  acceptable  to  their  deities. 

Their  temples  are  generally  built  of 
timber.  They  conhft  of  an  oblong  and 
large  room,  covered  with  fhining  tyle,  and 
paved  Vv^ith  ftone,  which  is  filled  with 
images  and  lamps  that  are  kept  burning 
day  and  night. 

In  the  province  of  Pekin,  there  Hands 
a temple  165  feet  in  height,  in  which  there 
is  the  image  of  a virgin  106  feet  high. 
The  Emperor  never  appears  in  fplendor 
but  when  he  goes  to  the  idol  temple.  In 
his  procefiion,  twenty  four  trumpets  with 
golden  coronets  march  in  front,  and  as 
many  drums;  next  twenty  four  men  with 
gilded  truncheons,  followed  by  a hundred 
halberdeers : after  thefe,  an  hundred  fer- 
geants  at  mace,  who  are  followed  by  four 
hundred  fine  lanterns,  and  as  many  gilded 
flambeaus ; then  two  hundred  launces, 
follov^ed  by  twenty  four  banners  difplaying 
the  figns  in  the  Zodiac,  and  fifty-fix  more 
with  the  conftellations  painted  upon  them: 
and  laftly,  twenty-four  magnificent  um- 
brella’s, with  a cupboard  of  gold-plate 
borne  by  the  officers  of  the  coyrt.  The 
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Emperor  follows  on  horfeback,  moft  fplen- 
didly  dreffed^  his  horfe  is  covered  with 
gold  and  precious  ftones,  and  he  himfelf 
is  (haded  by  gilded  umbrella’s  held  over 
his  head  by  the  pages  of  honour.  He  is 
followed  by  the  Princes  of  the  blood,  Vice- 
Roys,  and  minifters  of  ftate,  in  their  robes : 
next  come  five  hundred  young  gentlemen, 
attended  by  a thoufand  footmen,  dreffed 
in  carnation  filk,  and  worked  with  ftars 
of  gold  and  filver;  after  them  is  carried  a 
golden  chair,  like  a triumphal  chariot, 
by  thirty-fix  men,  and  another  follows 
carried  by  1 20  men,  fo  large  that  it  might 
ferve  for  an  apartment;  then  follow  two 
chariots  drawn  by  elephants,  and  two 
more  by  horfes,  each  chariot  guarded  by 
fifty  men  ; and  laffly  two  thoufand  Man-^ 
darines,  and  as  many  officers  of  the  army 
richly  dreffed,  clofe  the  proceffion. 

Some  of  the  Popifh  Miffionaries  afleit, 
that  the  Chriftian  religion  has  fpread  lb 
much  in  China  by  the  favour  of  the  late 
Emperor,  that  they  have  no  lefs  than  two 
hundred  chapels,  which  are  well  filled 
with  converts;  and  that  they  have  con- 
verted near  50,000,  befides  the  children 
who  are  expofed  by  their  parents  in  the 
flreets,  to  v/hom,  as  before  mentioned, 

they 
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they  adminifler  baptifm  before  they  expire. 
It  is  certain  that  thefc  Chriftians  are  of  the 
poorer  fort,  and  confeqnently  have  but  a 
fmall  influence  upon  the  bulk'  of  the  na- 
tion. The  richer  fort  are  offended  at  the 
mofl;  important  dodrines  of  Chriifianity. 
They  abhor  the  do6trine  of  a Trinity,  and 
the  Incarnation  ; and  the  Magiffrates  and 
richer  merchants,  are  fo  given  up  to  cheat- 
ing and  extortion,  by  "which  tliey  acquire 
their  wealth,  that  they  cannot  hear  of  ma- 
king reffitution.  The  parting  with  their 
wives  is  a formidable  objedlion  againfl: 
embracing  Chriffianity ; and,  indeed, . to 
preach  to  the  women,  that  it  is  their  duty 
to  live  V\^ith  one  man  as  their  lawful  huf- 
band,  when  they  know  that  their  hufbands 
have  an  abfblute  power  to  fell  or  transfer 
them  from  one  to  another  as  often  as  they 
fliall  incline,  feems  to  little  purpofe.  As 
all  the  great  men  muff  be  averfe  to  Chrifti- 
anity,  while  nothing  lefs  than  parting  with 
their  women  will  fatisfy  the  Jefuits  j fo, 
on  the  other  hand,  was  the  influence  of 
the  ladies  as  great  in  that  part  of  the 
world,  as  it  is  in  England,  the  Jefuits 
would  need  no  fupernatural  afliftance  to 
carry  their  point  j for  thefe  would  cordi- 
ally promote  a religion,  which  intitles  each 
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of  them  to  the  foie  and  exclufive  pofTeffion 
of  her  hufband,  and  raifes  them  to  a level 
with  the  male  fex.  It  is  a great  misfor- 
tune 'to  the  Jefuits,  that  they  have  fcarcely 
any  opportunity  of  approaching  the  fair 
fex.  Whatever  purity  or  felf-denial  ^the 
Jefuits  may  pretend,  the  Chinefe  under- 
ftand  human  nature  too  well,  to  fuffer 
the  moft  mortified  of  them  to  converfe 
intimately  with  their  wives.  And  the  con- 
verfion  of  the  ladies  is  fall  the  more  diffi- 
cult, as  they  underftand  only  the  language 
of  the  particular  province  where  they  re- 
fide  ; fo  that,  although  the  Jefuits  were 
admitted  into  their  company,  they  could 
not  eafily  be  underflood,  as  thefe  fathers 
can  only  fpeak  the  court  or  Mandarine 
language.  Befides,  were  all  thefe  difficul- 
ties removed,  flill  they  could  have  little 
hope  of  the  converfion  of  the  Chinefe 
ladies,  until  the  more  than  abfolute  do- 
minion of  their  hufbands  over  them,  and 
the  dread  they  are  in  of  their  refentment, 
were  like  wife  removed. 

All  the  people  of  fafhion  in  China, 
caufe  their  coffins  to  be  provided  in  their 
life-time,  and  thofe  of  the  higher  rank 
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taufe  their  tombs  to  be  built  j and  each 
family  has  a particular  burying-place,  to 
which  the  deceafed  of  that  family,  though 
dying  at  a great  diftance,  mull  be  brought. 
The  burying-places  of  the  common  people 
are  without  the  city  j they  are  generally 
buried  promifcuoufly.  By  their  law,  the 
corpfe  of  a perfon  who  had  died  in  the 
Country,  muft  not  be  brought  within  the 
walls  of  the  city,  nor  is  any  burying-place 
allowed  within  the  walls.  Their  coffins, 
which  are  commonly  varniflied,  and  fome- 
times  carved  and  gilded,  are  made  of  a dur- 
able wood,  upwards  of  fix  inches  in  thicknefs. 

When  a man  of  fortune  dies,  his  neareft 
relation  informs  all  his  friends  of  it : they 
convene,  they  wafh  and  perfume  the 
corpfe,  and  drefs  the  deceafed  in  the  beffi 
cloaths  he  ufed  to  wear.  Then  placing 
the  dead  body,  thus  drefied,  in  a chair, 
the  wives  firft,  then  the  children,  and  af- 
terwards the  relations  and  friends  of  the 
deceafed,  prolfrate  themfelves  before  the 
corpfe,  and  paffionately  bewail  their  lofs. 
The  third  day  the  body  is  put  into  a coffin, 
covered  with  a piece  of  filk,  and  placed  in 
a large  room,  which  is  hung  about  with 
white  linen,  and  has  an  altar  eredted  in 
the  middle  of  it,  with  a pidture  or  ftatue 

of 


An  Account  of  China.  189 

of  the  deceafed  placed  upon  it.  The 
relations  are  again  introduced,  bringing 
with  them  wax  lights  and  incenfe,  which 
they  burn  upon  the  altar,  and  again 
proftrate  themfelves  before  it.  Mean- 
time, all  the  fons  of  the  deceafed,  clothed 
in  linen,  and  girt  about  the  middle  with 
a cord,  ftand  on  one  fide  of  the  coffin,  in 
a mournful  pofture ; while  the  mothers 
and  the  daughters  ftand  on  the  other  fide, 
behind  a curtain,  lamenting  in  fuch  ftrains 
as  cuftom  requires ; the  attending  priefts 
all  the  time  finging  mournful  fongs.  Du- 
ring the  time  of  keeping  the  corpfe,  there 
are  tables  well  furniffied  every  morning, 
and  the  prieft  is  butler  at  night.  A large 
fheet  of  paper  is  hung  over  the  gate,  ex- 
preffing  the  name  and  quality,  and  giving 
a ftiort  detail  of  the  life  and  great  aftions 
of  the  deceafed.  The  corpfe  is  fometimes 
thus  kept  for  months,  and  all  the  fons  of 
the  deceafed  fleep  about  his  coffin  on  matts 
or  plaids.  They  tafte  neither  flefti  nor 
ftrong  drink,  nor  come  near  their  wives, 
all  this  time.  Yea,  fo  fuperftitious  are 
they  in  performing  the  funeral  rite,  that 
their  law  prohibits  the  fons  of  the  deceafed 
to  be  at  any  entertainment,  or  to  be  con- 
cerned in  any  bufinefs  for  the  fpace  of 

three 
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three  years  after  the  father’s  death  j and, 
though  a man  were  pofleffed  of  the  high- 
eft  poft  in  the  government,  he  is  obliged 
to  leave  it  on  fuch  occafion  for  three  years, 
and  to  retire  to  his  own  houfe,  where 
it  is  efteemed  an  indecency  to  indulge  him- 
felf  in  any  pleafure,  or  even  to  be  feen  to 
laugh.  The  foldiers  and  Mandarines  of 
the  military  order,  are  the  only  perfons  ex- 
empted from  this  lengthned  mourning  for 
a father. 

Upon  the  day  appointed  for  the  burial 
of  the  corpfe,  the  relations  are  aflembled 
the  third  time,  to  follow  the  deceafed  to 
the  place  of  interment.  In  the  proceffion, 
firft,  feveral  images  of  men,  women,  ele- 
phants, lions,  and  other  animals,  which 
are  njade  of  painted  paper,  in  order  to  be 
burnt  at  the  grave,  are  carried  in  the  front. 
Next,  figures^of  triumphal  chariots,  caftles, 
and  the  like,  are  fupported  by  men  under 
them,  attended  by  tables  of  rich  perfumes 
and  meats.  After  which  follow  ths  priefts 
in  their  robes,  with  drums,  raulick,  and 
bells.  Then  the  cofFm,  carried  by  twenty 
or  thirty  men  under  a canopy,  and  follow- 
ed by  the  fons  on  foot,  leaning  on  crutch- 
es^ as  if  they  v^^ere  fcarcely  able  to  fupport 
6 themfelves. 
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themfelves.  After  them  come  all  the  mo- 
thers and  daughters  carried  in  clofe  chairs, 
covered  with  v/hite  filk  or  linnen  j and 
though  they  cannot  be  feen,  they  deafen 
the  company  with  their  perpetual  hov/ling, 
and  fometimes  other  women  are  hired  to 
howl  on  fuch  occafions. 

Mountains,  and  folitary  places  far  from 
towns,  are  chofen  for  the  feat  of  the  tombs 
and  fepulchres  of  the  great,  fome  of  which 
are  very  magnificent.  If  a tomb  is  ereUted 
in  a valley  or  plain,  a vad  heap  of  earth  is 
accumulated  over  it,  to  the  height  of  a 
mount.  The  tomb  is  an  arched  vault, 
about  the  fize  of  an  ordinary  cottage,  co- 
vered with  Paris-plaider,  fo  as  no  moidule 
can  penetrate.  A wide  door  opens  in  the  en- 
try to  it,  and  two  fmaller  ones  on  each  fide. 
In  the  vault  an  altar  is  erected,  lights  are 
placed,  and  the  friends  and  relations  prof- 
trate  themfelves  before  it,  with  their, 
•faces  to  the  ground.  On  this  altar  they 
pour  out  wine,  offer  meats,  and  burn 
incenfe,  with  the  pictures  of  men  and  ani- 
mals on  gilded  paper,  which  they  imagine, 
are  converted  into  the  things  they  are  made 
to  reprefent,  and  that  they  will  be  of  fer- 
vice  to  the  dead  in  another  date.  And  if 
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the  deceafed  has  held  any  confiderable  of- 
fice, his  virtues  and  illuftrious  aftions,  real 
or  imaginary,  are  engraved  on  marble,  and 
fet  up  in  the  vault  before  the  altar. 

One  chief  reafon  of  the  diflike  of  the 
Chinefe  to  all  foreigners,  is,  becaufe  they 
leave  the  tombs  of  their  anceflors  to  go  to 
diftant  climes ; but  the  Chinefe  have  fuch 
veneration  for  the  burial-place  of  their  fa- 
thers, that  neither  curiofity  nor  the  love  of 
gain  can  allure  them  to  travel  into  remote 
parts  of  the  world.  They  even  defpife 
their  own  countrymen,  who,  from  necefii- 
ty,  or  on  account  of  trade,  go  to  Sunda, 
or  other  illands,  to  refidej  becaufe  there 
they  imagine  they  muft  leave  their  bones 
in  unhallowed  ground.  It  is  little  wonder 
therefore,  that  the  Chinefe  are  fo  feldom 
to  be  met  with  in  very  diftant  nations. 

If  a wife  dies,  the  hufband  muft  mourn 
for  one  year.  If  a hufband  dies  the  wife 
muft  mourn  three  years ; and  it  is  ac- 
counted infamous  for  her  to  marry  again. 

Funeral  pomp  and  ceremony  is  here  fo 
much  regarded,  that  the  Emperor  himfelf, 
though  he  bellows  no  hereditary  honours 
on  any  of  his  fubjecls  while  living,  fre- 
quently confers  honours  and  titles  on  fuch 
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as  he  thinks  have  deferved  well,  after  their 
death.  The  prefent  Emperor’s  father,  I 
was  told,  had  bellowed  a great  many  ho- 
nours on  a favourite  Popidi  Millionary, 
who  had  ferved  him  in  quality  of  a Man- 
darine and  prefident  of  the  college  of  the 
literati.  At  his  funeral  there  v'^as  an  odd 
mixture  of  Popifh  and  Pagan  fuperftition. 
One  of  the  Millionaries  fays,  that  the  Em- 
peror wrote  v/ith  his  own  hand  the  follow- 
ing encomium  upon  him.  “ Whereas 
Father  Yerbrieft  left  Europe  to  come 
‘‘  into  my  dominions,  and  fpent  the  beft 
“ part  of  his  life  in  my  fervice,  and,  du- 
“ ring  all  the  time  he  prehded  over  the 
“ Mathematicians,  his  predidlions  never 
failed,  but  agreed  exactly  with  the  mo- 
“ tions  of  the  heavens ; and  as  he  was 
‘‘  ever  faithful  and  indefatigable  in  his  la- 
“ hours  till  he  had-  finifiied  his  courfe  j 
“ therefore  I ordei'ed  my  own  phyhcian  to 
attend  him ; and  as  foon  as  1 knew 
“ that  a dead  fleep  had  feized  him,  my 
“ heart  was  wounded  with  inexprefhble 
“ grief.  I have  therefore  ordered  two 
“ hundred  golden  crowns  towards  his  fu- 
“ neral  charges;  and  it  is  my  pleafuis- 
“ that  this  declaration  be  publifhed,  to 
O “ teilify 
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“ teftify  the  fincere  afFe6lion  I had  for 
“ Father  Verbrieft.” 

The  corpfe  of  the  Jefuit  was  laid  in  ftate 
after  the  Chinefe  manner.  Two  Man- 
darines were  difpatched  by  the  Emperor, 
with  the  above  inftrument.  They  kneeled 
before  the  coffin,  and,  with  apparent 
weeping  and  lamentation,  bowed  their 
heads  feveral  times  to  the  ground.  Then 
they  rofe,  and  read  the  Emperor  s declara- 
tion. The  great  Lords  of  the  court,  in 
imitation  of  the  Emperor,  wrote  pane- 
gy ricks  upon  the  Miffionary.  Thefe  were 
wTitten  upon  white  fattin,  and  hung  round 
the  room  ^ but  the  Emperor’s  was  wrote 
on  a large  piece  of  yellow  fattin,  and 
hung  near  the  corpfe.  The  morning  of 
the  day  appointed  for  the  burial,  the  Em- 
peror fent  his  father-in-law,  to  reprefent  his 
perfon.  A chief  Mandarine,  a gentleman 
of  the  bed-chamber,  and  rive  officers  of  the 
houfhold,  attended  him.  They  all  prof- 
trated  themfelves  before  the  corpfe,  and 
feemed  to  weep  bitterly  j for  I am  told 
not  even  the  fair  fex  themfelves  have  a 
greater  command  of  their  tears  than  the 
‘ Chinefe  courtiers.  In  the  front  of  the  fu- 
neral proceffion,  a trophy  thirty  feet  high 

was 
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was  carried,  on  which  the  name  and  titles 
of  honour  of  the  Miffionary  was  written 
in'  large  golden  letters.  In  the  fecond  or- 
der a large  red  crofs,  decorated  with  flags 
and  fireamers,  was  carried  by  two  files  of 
Chriftians,  cloathed  in  white,  each  having 
a lighted  taper  in  one  hand,  and  a hand- 
kerchief in  the  other  to  receive  his  tearsi 
next  followed  the  picture  of  the  Virgin 
Mary  in  a large  frame^  fupported  by  fome 
Chinefe  converts  j and  after  it,  the  image 
of  St.  Michael.  The  Emperor’s  encorniumj 
carried  like  a military  ftandard,  and  fur- 
rounded  by  a crowd  of  Chriltians,  followed. 
After  thefe  came  the  coffin,  varniflied  and 
gilt  after  the  manner  of  the  country,  lup- 
ported  on  a bier  by  fixty  people.  Andi 
laftly,  the  Popifli  Miffionaries,  the  Lords 
deputed  from  court,  and  a multitude  of 
Mandarines,  clofed  the  proceffion.  At 
the  tomb  the  Miffionaries  read  prayers, 
fprinkled  the  corpfe  with  what  they  call 
holy  w^ater,  and  perfumed  it  with  incenfe. 
After  the  corpfe  was  let  down  into  the 
vault,  the  Miffionaries  remained  on  their 
knees,  to  hear  what  the  Emperor’s  father- 
in-law  had  to  fay  to  them.  He  declared 
to  them,  that  Father  Verbriefl;  had  been 
O 2 {q 
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io  ferviceable  to  the  Emperor  and  the  ftate* 
that  he  was  deputed,  with  the  other  Lord’s 
prefent,  to  make  this  public  acknowledg-- 
ment,  that  all  the  world  might  know  the 
aitedlion  the  Emperor  had  for  him  whilft 
he  lived,  and  how  much  he  bewailed  his 
death.  The  Miflionaries  paid  their  re- 
fpefts  to  him,  in  return,  by  a handfome 
fpeech.  The  court  of  rites  finding  how 
acceptable  it  would  be  to  the  Emperor  to 
confer  fome  farther  marks  of  honour  on 
this  Miffionary,  they  ordered  feven  hun- 
dred golden  crowns  to  be  laid  out  in 
adorning  his  tomb,  and  in  engraving  the 
Emperor’s  encomium  on  a marble  flone. 

The  kingdom  of  Corea,  and  the  iflands 
of  Fcrmofa,  in  lat.  22.  N.  about  four  or 
five  hundred  miles  in  circumference,  and 
formerly  in  the  poffieffion  of  the  Spaniards 
and  Dutch,  are  now-fubjed  to  the  Em- 
peror of  China. 

Aynan  or  llainam,  which  lies  to  the 
fouth  of  China,  in  lat.  19.  N.  a plentiful 
country,  abounding  with  mines  of  gold 
and  fiiver,  and  a pearl  fifhery,  is  now  al- 
fo  under  the  Chinefe  government. 

MacaOj 
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Macao,  a little  ifland  near  the  coaft  of 
Quangtong,  poflefied  by  the  Portugiiefe, 
and  famous  for  a great  trade  formerly 
carried  on  by  them,  is  likewife  tributary  to 
the  Emperor.  The  Portuguefe  had  once 
the  fovereignty  of  it,  and  ftill  retain  a form 
of  government  peculiar  to  their  ovv^n  peo- 
ple; but  all  their  inland  and  port  duties 
are  now  levied  by  Chinefe  Mandarines, 
and  are  fubjedl  to  the  Chinefe  law.  The 
Portuguefe  had  1000  families  in  the  city 
of  Macao  ; but,  by  a long  and  unfuccefs- 
ful  war  with  the  Timoreans,  they  arc  now 
reduced  to  about  fifty.  At  prefent,  in  the 
whole  ifland  and  forts,  there  is  computed 
to  be  about  two  hundred  laity,  fix  hundred 
priefts,  and  about  one  thoufand  five  hun- 
dred women,  who  are  in  general  very 
prolific. 
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Tart  ARY  extends  from  the  frontiers 
of  Mufcovy  to  the  eaftern  ocean, 
and  from  latit.  42°  to  55°  N.  So  that, 
when  this  large  country  is  joined  to  China, 
to  which  it  is  now  fubject,  that  empire 
extends  to  35  degrees,  or  2100  miles  in 
length,  and  about  1000  miles  from  Eaft  to 
Weft,  in  breadth}  and  confequently  the 
circumference  is  about  7000  miles. 

Tartary  was  once  divided  into  a num- 
ber of  little  kingdoms  and  principalities, 
The  chiefsof  each  of  thefe  divifions  ftill  re- 

tain 
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tain  the  title  of  King,  though  they  are 
indeed  no  more  than  vaffals  of  the  Em- 
peror of  China. 

The  weftern  Tartars  live  in  tents,  have 
no  fettled  refidence,  but  move  from  place 
to  place,  for  the  conveniency  of  pafture. 
Herds  of  cattle  and  what  they  get  in 
hunting,  are  their  principal  fubfiHance. 

The  eaftern  Tartars  live  in  towns. 
Thefe  towns  are  neither  fo  regular  nor  fo 
numerous  as  thofe  of  China.  Many  of 
them  are  deferred  for  a warmer  climate 
and  more  fertile  foil,  and  now  lie  in  ruins. 
For,  on  the  conquell  of  China,  the  Em- 
peror invited  ail  his  little  Tartar  clans  to 
join  him,  and  tranfplant  their  families  to 
Pekin,  in  order  to  diabliili  his  govern- 
ment, and  fecure  his  conqueils  ; and  fxuce 
that  time,  all  men  of  any  fpirit,  who  are 
not  dettitiue  of  ambition,  have  reforted  to 
the  court  of  China,  where  they  are  fure 
of  meeting  with  preferment : by  which 
means  their  native  country  is  abandoned, 
and  left  in  a more  wretched  condition  than 
before  their  unfortunate  union  with  China. 
They  had  indeed  the  honour  of  being  con- 
querors, and  of  fetting  a prince  of  their 
own  nation  upon  the  throne  of  China, 
O 4 but 
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but  are  notwithftaiiding  become  a province 
of  the  kingdom  they  conquered.  The 
manners  and  cuiboms  of  the  Chinefe  daily 
prevail  among  them,  and  their  plan  of  go- 
vernment is  very  much  adapted  by  the  Em- 
peror. 

The  Tartars  who  remain  in  their  own 
countryj  and  do  not  attend  the  court  of 
Pekin,  differ  from  the  natives  of  China  in 
many  refpedls.  They  are  neither  fo  effe- 
minate nor  luxurious  as  their  fouthern 
neighbours.  They  do  not  apply  them- 
felves  to  tradick  5 the  Chinefe  cultivate 
commerce  with  eagernefs.  The  Tartars 
delight  in  hunting  and  horfemanfiiip,  in 
which  they  fpend  the  greateif  part  of  their 
time  j the  Chinefe  have  little  tafte  for  fuch 
robuft  exercifes.  The  Tartars  are  afhamed 
to  be  fcen  in  chairs,  like  the  effeminate 
Chinefe,  and  our  foft  Europeans.  They 
allow  the  female  fex  every  innocent  liber- 
ty, and  permit  them  to  converfe  with  the 
other  fex  occafionally,  agreeable  to  the 
cudom  of  all  the  northern  nations  j the 
Chinefe  hardly  fuffer  their  women  to  be 
feen  at  all  from  their  cradle  to  their  grave. 
It  perhaps  may  be  found  a pretty  juft  ob- 
fervation,  that  the  braveft  people  have  ever 
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been  leaf!:  poflefTed  of  a fpirit  of  jealoufy, 
and  have  always  kept  the  fair  fex  under 
lead:  reftraint.  The  valour  of  the  Romans 
and  their  complaifance  to  the  ladies,  were 
equally  remarkable. 

Tartary  is  fall  of  barren  defarts  and 
uncultivated  fields.  Here  and  there  they 
fow  fome  wheat  and  other  grains  5 but 
flefh,  efpecially  fuch  as  is  taken  in  hunt- 
ing, is  their  principal  food.  The  Em- 
peror of  China,  who  is  of  Tartar  extrac- 
tion, is  fo  fond  of  hunting,  that  he  goes 
once  a-year  into  Tartary  to  enjoy  that  ex- 
ercife.  The  Tartars  furnifli  him  annually 
fome  thoufands  of  horfes,  not  for  fervice 
only,  but  for  food  ; for  the  Chinefe  live 
on  hoiie-fledi  and  mares’  milk  at  certain 
feafons  of  the  year. 

The  famous  plant  Ginfeng  abounds  in 
this  country  ; above  10,000  Tartars  are 
employed  every  year  to  gather  it  for  the  ufe 
of  the  Emperor  ; and  what  they  gather 
over  the  ftipulated  quantity,  they  are  al- 
lowed to  difpofe  of  for  their  own  advan- 
tage. Very  rich  furs  are  brought  thence 
at  particular  feafons. 

The  Tartars  are  very  ignorant  of  the 
arts  and  fciences,  nor  have  they  any  re- 
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gular  fyftem  of  laws.  The  will  of  the 
Prince,  is  the  rule  of  their  obedience. 
Nor  have  they  any  books  or  records  among 
them,  to  give  light  into  their  origin; 
though  many  conjedlures  and  traditional 
fidfions  have  been  publifhed  in  Europe 
concerning  them. 

Their  religion  is  mere  Paganifm.’  The 
Emperor,  being  a Tartar,  follows  it.  Nor 
does  it  differ  from  that  of  the  Chinefe,  ex- 
cept that  they  worfhip  a living  man,  in- 
ftead  of  a dead  one.  They  call  him 
Lama^  or  the  Eternal  Father',  they  hold 
him  in  fuch  veneration,  and  his  autho- 
rity is  of  iuch  weight,  that  no  King  is 
crowned,  till  he  has  made  rich  prefents  to 
this  pretended  deity,  and  implored  his 
blefling.  He  is  fliewn  to  the  people  in  an 
obfeure  apartment  of  his  palace  illumi- 
nated with  lamps.  He  fits  crofs-legged  on 
acufliion  raifed  above  the  ground,  and  dref- 
fed  in  their  rich  eft  robes ; all  that  approach 
him  fall  proftrate  on  the  ground,  and  are 
allowed  the  honour  to  kifs  his  feet.  , His 
priefts,  that  he  may  be  thought  immortal, 
when  he  dies,  chufe  one  of  their  number, 
as  like  him  in  features,  age  and  fize  as 
polfible,  to  fucceed  in  the  godihip,  By 

this 
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this  fraud,  his  votaries  do  not  doubt  of  his 
living  for  ever.  His  refidence  is  in  Ba~ 
rantola^  where  he  has  a fplendid  court; 
and  though  he  does  not  interfere  with  fe- 
cular  affairs,  he  may  be  properly  enough 
fliled  the  Pope  of  Tartary ^ 

Since  the  empire  of  China  has  been  go- 
verned by  the  Tartar  race,  the  priefts  of 
this  great  Lama^  who,  from  their  deity, 
are  called  Lamas,  ferve  as  chaplains  to  the 
Tartar  Nobility  who  refide  at  Pekin. 
The  Emperor,  for  reafons  of  ftate,  fhews 
equal  refpe6l  to  the  Lamas  of  Tartary,  and 
the  Bonzes  of  China  j though,  as  the  Je- 
fuits  infinuate,  he  is  no  have  to  their  re- 
ligion, fees  through  the  folly  of  it,  and 
laughs  in  private  at  their  extravagant  le- 


[ 204  ] 


A N 


ACCOUNT  of  the 

CITY  OF  CANTON, 

In  C H I N As 


HE  City  of  Canton,  or  Quang- 


TONG,  lies  in  latit.  23°  30^  N.  the 
capital  of  the  moft  fouthern  province  of 
China,  called  the  province  of  Canton.  It 
is  fituate  upon  the  eaft  fide  of  the  large 
river  Th,  from  the  mouth  of  which  it  lies 
about  fifty  miles.  It  is  defended  towards 
the  water  by  two  high  walls,  and  two 
flrong  water-cafUes  built  in  the  middle  of 
the  river  Th.  On  the  land  fide,  it  is  de- 
fended by  a flrong  wall,  and  three  forts. 


And  the  Places  adjacent. 


The 
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Canton  is  the  greateft  port  in  China,  and 
the  only  one  frequented  by  Europeans. 
The  city  wall  is  about  five  miles  in  circum- 
ference, with  very  pleafant  walks  around 
it.  On  the  eaft  fide  is  a large  ditch  clofe 
to  the  wall. 

From  the  top  of  fome  adjacent  hills, 
on  which  forts  are  built,  you  have  a fine 
profpedl  of  the  country.  It  is  beautifully 
interfperfed  with  mountains,  little  hills, 
and  valleys,  all  greeny  and  thefe  again 
pleafantly  diverfified  with  fmall  towns, 
villages,  high  towers,  temples,  the  feats  of 
Mandarines  and  other  great  men,  which  are 
watered  with  delightful  lakes,  canals,  and 
fmall  branches  from  the  river  ‘Ta-,  on 
which  are  numberlefs  boats  and  jonks 
failing  different  ways  through  the  mod: 
fertile  places  of  the  country. 

The  wall  is  now  very  old.  I faw  two 
great  breaches  in  it  on  the  S.  W.  fide. 
Though  there  are  many  ports  in  it  for  great 
guns,  yet  I never  faw  a dozen  mounted 
at  a time.  The  Chinefe  told  me,  however, 
that  they  had  guns  for  them  all,  which 
were  houfed;  and  that  thefe  few  that  were 
mounted  were  for  falutations,  having  no 
other  ufe  for  them. 


The 
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The  city  is  entered  by  feven  iron-gates^ 
and  within-fide  of  each  there  is  a guard- 
houfe.  No  European  is  allowed  to  enter 
thefe,  if  known  j I have  myfelf  been  fre- 
quently expelled,  after  I had  been  a good 
way  within  the  city,  when  they  difcovered 
that  I was  a ftranger.  The  foldiers  that 
keep  guard  are  armed  with  fpears,  darts, 
fwords,  match-lock  guns,  but  moft  of 
them  with  bows  and  arrows,  which  they 
{fill  efteem  more  than  any  other  warlike 
weapon. 

The  ftreets  are  very  ftrait,  but  generally 
narrow,  and  paved  with  flag-llones. 

There  are  many  pretty  buildings  in  the 
city,  great  numbers  of  triumphal  arches, 
and  temples  well  flocked  with  images. 

The  natives  told  me,  that  when  the 
Tartars  over-ran  and  conquered  China, 
this  was  the  laft  city  they  attacked ; that 
they  lay  nine  months  before  it ; and  loft 
100,000  men  in  reducing  it.  During  that 
long  period,  the  city  was  in  no  diflrefs  for 
proviiions,  having  free  communication 
with  the  adjacent  countries  by  the  river 
T'a.  The  furrender  of  it  at  laft  was  en- 
tirely owing  to  the  pufillanimity  of  the 
governor.  He  made  private  articles  with 

the 
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the  Tartar  general,  and  perfidioufly  open- 
ed two  gates  in  the  middle  of  the  night, 
by  which  the  Tartars  entered,  and  made 
the  city  a theatre  of  horror  and.  mifery. 
The  governor  took  this  treacherous  me- 
thod, to  efcape  the  refentment  of  the  bar- 
barous enemy,  who,  while  they  murder- 
ed tlioufands,  preferved  him  and  his  fa- 
mily. 

The  ftreets  of  Canton  are  fo  crowded, 
that  it  is  difficult  to  walk  in  them  ; yet 
you  willfeldom  fee  a woman  of  any  faihion, 
unkfs  by  chance  when  coming  out  of  their 
chairs.  And,  were  it  not  that  curiofity 
in  the  Chinefe  ladies,  makes  them  fome- 
times  peep  at  us,  we  fhould  never  get  a 
glance  at  cne  of  them. 

Though  there  are  no  magnificent  houfes 
in  Canton,  raoft  of  them  being  built  only 
one,  and  none  more  than  two  lloreys  j 
yet  they  take  up  a large  extent  of  ground, 
many  of  them  having  fquare  courts  with- 
in their  walls. 

They  have  all  fuch  a regard  to  privacy, 
that  no  windows  are  made  tov/ards  the 
ftreets,  but  in  (hops  and  places  of  public 
bufinefs.  None  of  their  windows  look  to- 
wards thofe  of  their  neighbours.  Within 
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the  gate  or  entry  to  each  houfe,  a flcreeil 
is  placed,  to  prevent  ftrangers  from  look- 
ing in  upon  the  opening  of  the  gate  ; and 
you  enter  the  houfe  either  on  the  right  or 
left-fide  of  this  middle  fkreen,  where  there 
are  little  alleys  to  the  right  and  left,  from 
w'hence  you  pafs  into  the  feveral  courts, 
which  are  walled  on  all  fides: 

Their  entertainments  are  held  in  a fort 
of  hail  at  the  entrance  of  their  houfes, 
which  have  no  other  ornament,  befides  a 
fingle  order  of  painted  columns  which  fup- 
port  the  building.  The  roofs  are  open  to 
the  tyles,  without  any  ceiling.  In  thefe 
they  ufe  no  looking-glalTes,  hangings  or 
fine  chairs  j and  their  beds,  which  are  the 
principal  ornaments  of  their  houfe,  are  fel- 
dom  feen  by  ftrangers,  who  are  not  per- 
mitted to  go  farther  than  the  firft  great 
hall.  The  Chinefe  who  kept  fliops,  and 
with  whom  we  had  fome  dealings,  were 
lefs  referved,  and  would  frequently  invite 
us  to  their  houfes  with  great  freedom, 
as  they  obferved  it  would  be  agreeable  to 
us. 

The  furniture  of  the  beft  houfes  I was 
in  were,  cabinets,  tables,  painted  fkreens, 
china,  pictures,  and  pieces  of  white  tafi'ety 

upon 


An  Account  of  Canton.  209 
upon  the  walls,  upon  which  was  written 
in  Chinefe  chara6ters,  religious  and  moral 
fentences. 

They  have  no  chimneys ; but  in  their 
flead,  place  a fhallow  iron  pot  filled  with 
charcoal  in  the  middle  of  the  room  in  win- 
ter, which  is  ready  to  fuffocate  people  who 
are  not  accuftomed  to  it.  They  have  a 
copper  built  in  brick- work  in  their  kitchin 
for  boiling,  much  about  the  height  of.  our 
Englifh  ftoves. 

The  infide  walls  of  their  houfes  are  never 
wainfcotted  nor  painted,  but  are  covered 
with  thin  white  paper. 

The  windows  are  made  of  cane  or  rat- 
tan. In  winter  they  cut  oyfter-fibells  into 
diamond-fhape,  and  fet  them  in  wooden 
frames,  which  afford  but  a very  dull 
light. 

The  fhops  of  thofe  that  deal  in  filk  are 
very  neat,  make  a fine  fhow,  and  are  all 
in  one  place;  for  tradefmen,  or  dealers  in 
one  kind  of  goods,  herd  together  in  the  fame 
flreet.  For  this  reafon,  you  may  hear  the 
Englifli  failors  talking  of  the  Ifreets  of 
Canton,  as  if  they  were  fpeaking  of  Lon- 
don, or  fome  other  Englifh  city.  The 
ftreet  where  the  china  fhops  are,  they  call 
P China^ 
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China-row  \ the  ftreet  where  cloaths  are 
fold,  they  call  Monmouth-jireet ; that  nar- 
row ftreet  where  mens  caps,  fhoes,  &c. 
are  fold,  is  well  known  by  the  name  of 
Mandarine  cap- alley  ; and  a narrow  palfage 
clofe  by  the  city -wall  where  lapidary  and 
glafs-work  are  fold,  is  called  Stone-cutters 
alley  j and  fo  of  many  others.  The  fhops 
have  counters,  drawers,  and  divifions, 
much  like  our  own  ; and  there  are  few  of 
the  merchants  but  have  a perfon  who  can 
fpeak  broken  Englifh  or  Portuguefe.  So 
that  French,  Dutch,  and  Danes,  are  obli- 
ged to  fpeak  either  the  one  or  the  other 
when  they  traffick  with  them. 

There  are  great  numbers  of  market- 
places for  fifh,  defh,  poultry,  garden  herbs, 
and  all  provifions.  Every  thing  is  fold 
cheap.  Fiflimongers  keep  their  fifhes  in 
cifterns  alive.  Carp,  and  all  other  fifli  are 
here  in  variety  and  plenty,  but  have  a 
muddy  tafte.  I have  feen  the  fifhermen 
take  great  numbers  of  different  fiflies  in 
the  ditch  on  the  Eaft-fide  of  the  city- wall, 
where  a multitude  of  fmall  boats  or  fam- 
pans  are  continually  plying.  This  ditch 
goes  quite  round  the  city,  andfome  fmall  ca- 
nals run  into  it;  and  as  it  has  a connection 

with 
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with  the  river  Ti?,  it  is  of  great  advan- 
tage to  the  city. 

I was  very  much  furprifed  at  fifft,  to 
fee  dogs,  cats,  rats,  frogs,  &c.  in  their 
market-places  for  fale.  But  I foon  found 
that  they  made  no  fcruple  of  eating  any 
-fort  of  meatj  and  have  as  good  an  appetite 
for  that  which  died  in  a ditch,  as  that 
which  was  killed  by  a butcher. 

The  dogs  and  cats  were  brought  com- 
monly alive  in  balkets,  were  moftly  young 
and  fat,  and  kept  very  clean. 

The  rats,  fome  of  which  were  of  a 
monftrous  fize,  were  very  fat,  and  gene- 
rally hung  up,  with  the  Ikin  upon  them, 
upon  nails  at  the  pofts  of  the  market- 
place. 

Frogs,  which  are  the  greateft  dainty 
here,  are  fold  very  dear.  They  are  black 
and  lothfome  to  an  European  eyej  but 
the  Chinefe  fay  they  have  a very  fine  taile* 
The  rats,  they  fay  eat  wellj  and  fnake- 
broth  has  been  in  reputation  there  long 
before  it  was  known  to  us.  The  frogs 
are  ftrung  upon  a rod,  in  the  fame  manner 
as  we  do  fifh  in  England. 

In  pairing  through  fome  of  their  ftreets, 
I have  almoU  been  fulfocated  by  the  flench 
P 2 of 
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of  the  houfes  on  each  hde ; and  particu- 
larly a ftreet  about  a mile  above  the  En- 
glifh  factory,  where  there  was  nothing  but 
cooks-fhops.  They  had  large  hogs  roafting 
whole,  and  numbers  of  dogs,  cats,  and 
rats  on  the  fpit,  and  the  cooks  themfelves, 
with  their  utenfils,  had  fuch  a dirty  ap- 
pearance, that  the  fight  and  fmell  might 
almofi;  fatisfy  even  the  keeneft  European 
appetite.  7’hey  fend  about  their  vidluals 
for  fale  Vv'ith  Cowlies  or  porters,  as  in  the 
annexed  plate. 

The  common  people  eat  four  times  a- 
day  j and  are  fuch  gluttons,  that,  if  they 
are  ever  fo  much  engaged  in  bufinefs,  they 
will  haitily  leave  it,  and  run  to  victuals  at 
the  ufual  hour.  I have  feen  one  Chinefe 
fellow  cat  twelve  pint  bafons  of  rice  at  one 
meal.  Rice  they  eat  greedily,  and  cram 
it  dovA'ii  with  their  chop-flicks  j which 
would  probably  choke  them,  if  they  did 
not  walh  it  down  every  now  and  then 
with  a cup  of  Samfoue  Handing  by  them. 

In  the  ftreets  of  Canton,  we  often  meet 
with  blind  beggars,  of  bothfexes,  a difeafe 
which  fome  imagine  is  the  confequence  of 
their  living  fo  much  on  rice  j but  I rather 
>hink  it  may  be  occafioned  by  the  hot 

winds. 


An  Account  of  Canton.  213, 
winds  that  blow  here  at  certain  feafons. 
They  are  indeed  miferable  objeds,  and 
commonly  go  naked,  excepting  a troufer 
or  cloth  over  their  middle.  Their  Ikins 
are  black  as  Malays,  and  are  fometimes  fo 
parched,  fpotted,  and  full  of  running 
fores  and  ulcers,  that  they  really  ftink 
alive.  They  go  fometimes  in  companies, 
and  are  fure  to  plague  and  follow  the 
Europeans  j becaufe  from  one  of  them 
they  will  get  more  at  one  time  than  from 
a dozen  of  their  own  countrymen.  They 
hold  out  to  you  a coarfe  china  bafon.  I 
was  generally  obliged  to  give  them  fome- 
thing  to  get  rid  of  them  j for  till  you  do, 
they  will  not  leave  you  \ and  if  you  are 
not  on  your  guard,  they  will  even  run 
againft  you  with  their  dirty  hands  and 
difeafed  bodies,  to  avoid  which,  I have 
often  been  obliged  to  run  into  fhops.  The 
common  failors  ufually  gave  them  pieces 
of  tin,  both  to  fave  their  money,  and  to 
avoid  coming  into  contadl  with  thefe 
moft  wretched  creatures.  The  Chinefe 
themfelves  are  very  uncharitable.  I never 
faw  them  give  money  to  a beggar  5 but 
they  generally  put  them  off  with  a fmall 
handful  of  rice. 
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On  my  firft  arrival  at  Canton,  and  for 
four  months  after,  I found  it  prodigioufly 
hot,  and  was  as  much  plagued  with  muf- 
quetoes  here  as  in  Batavia.  The  Chinefe 
were  in  their  thinned;  habit,  and  never 
without  a fan.  The  Europeans  at  this  time 
generally  go  in  their  waiftcoats,  and  a 
white  callicoe-cap,  and  fometimes  with  a 
Chinefe  fan.  For  my  own  part,  I could 
never  get  a drefs  light  enough  ; and,  du- 
ring my  flay  there,  had  always  my  fan  in 
my  hand  j by  which  means,  I at  length 
arrived  at  as  great  perfedlipn  in  the  ufe  of 
it,  as  any  fine  lady  in  England. 

When  I had  a mind  for  a walk  in  the 
country,  or  round  the  walls  of  Canton,  I 
always  carried  with  me  my  Kitofol  or  Um- 
brella as  well  as  my  fan,  otherwife  I fiiould 
have  been  burnt  alive.  Sometimes  indeed 
it  proved  very  cumberfome,  efpecially 
when  I had  an  engagement  with  the  mob, 
who  frequently  would  get  about  me,  and 
be  very  rude.  Sometimes  ten  or  twelve  of 
us,  when  we  have  been  walking  in  the 
country  for  a few  miles,  though  armed 
with  good  flicks,  have  been  fet  upon  by 
the  mob,  who  threw  flones  at  us,  calling 
out,  tflki-o^  ^y-toy^  ^y-^Oy  and  other  di- 
minutive 
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minutive  names.  Till  they  provoked  us 
to  purfue  themj  and  then  they  would 
take  to  their  heels,  and  run  into  the  next 
houfes  for  fhelter.  But  whenever  we  went 
on,  they  would  follow  us  again,  and  be  as 
rude  as  ever.  This  circumftance  often 
deprived  us  of  that  pleafure  and  fatif- 
faftion  we  might  have  had  in  walking 
through  this  pleafant  country.  The  bell 
method  to  prevent  this  inconvenience  is  to 
have  fome  Chinefe  gentlemen  with  you,  to 
keep  the  rabble  in  awe  j or  elfe  to  hire  a 
chair,  which  you  may  have  at  2 mace  or 
j s.  3d.  Sterl.  to  carry  you  round  the 
whole  city  of  Canton.  Thefe,  though  I 
fometimes  ufed,  yet  it  was  more  for  curi- 
ofity  than  pleafure ; for,  in  walking,  I 
had  more  time  to  take  an  accurate  furvey 
of  the  place. 

There  are  a great  many  private  walks 
about  the  fkirts  of  the  town,  where  thofe 
of  the  better  fort  have  their  houfes,  which 
are  very  little  frequented  by  Europeans, 
whofe  bufinefs  lies  chiefly  in  the  trading 
part  of  the  city,  where  there  is  only  fliops 
and  warehoufes.  Few  China  men  keep 
their  families  in  the  houfo  where  they  do 
bufinefs,  but  either  in  the  city,  in  tht 
P 4 more 
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more  remote  fuburbs,  or  farther  up  in  the 
country. 

As  it  is  natural  for  Europeans  to  flip 
no  opportunity  of  feeing  the  fair  fex  ; and 
as  the  women  there  are  kept  fo  very  pri- 
vate, that  many  of  us  have  made  feveral 
voyages  thither,  without  having  feen  a wo* 
man  above  the  lowefl:  rank  ; we  were  now 
and  then  induced,  on  proper  occafions,  to 
pry  into  the  mofl:  retired  and  unfrequented 
places,  where  we  imagined  the  females 
might  be  lefs  upon  their  guard,  as  few 
Europeans  went  thereabouts  to  diflurb 
them.  In  thefe  rambles,  our  curiofity 
was  feldom  entirely  difappointed.  Some- 
times we  would  pop  in  upon  a parcel  of 
young  boys  and  girls,  attended  by  their 
nurfes ; who  were  all  fo  affrighted  at  the 
light  of  a Fanquy^  as  they  called  us,  that 
they  would  fcream  aloud,  run  into  their 
houfes,  and,  by  the  noife,  alarm  the  whole 
ftreet.  As  I have  obferved  already,  that 
they  have  no  windows  to  the  ftreet,  and 
have  a fcreen  of  fplit  cane  before  the  door 
of  each  houfe,  we  could  not  fee  them, 
though  they  could  eafily  fee  us  through 
that  lattice:  we  could  only  very  indif- 
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tin6lly,  perceive  them  peeping  at  us,  and 
pointing  to  us,  withinfide  the  fcreen. 

Now  and  then,  on  turning  a corner,  or 
entering  a private  (Ireet,  all  of  a fudden 
we  found  ourfelves  in  the  midft  of  a com- 
pany of  young  ladies  converfing  or  playing 
together  ; which  immediately  fet  them  all 
a fcreaming,  and  made  them  run  for  fliel- 
ter  into  their  feveral  apartments,  as  if 
the  devil  himfelf  had  been  chacing  them. 

Thefe  accidental  opportunities  made  us 
very  happy  j for  we  frequently  faw  fome 
charming  creatures,  furpafling  all  de- 
fcription,  and  whofe  beauty,  it  would  ap- 
pear, moll  Europeans  who  have  been  here, 
are  entirely  ignorant  of.  Indeed  we  could 
only  be  happy  in  the  glance  of  one  or 
two  fuch  in  a ftreet  3 for  the  fcreaming  of 
one  of  them  caught  without  doors  imme- 
diately alarmed  the  reft  of  the  ladies,  and 
baffled  our  curioftty. 

Sometimes  indeed,  we  met  them  at  a 
confiderable  diftance  from  their  houfesj 
and  as  their  feet  is  fo  little,  that  they  can- 
not walk  or  run,  but  rather  trip  or  hobble 
along,  and  are  often  obliged  to  affift 
themfelves  by  laying  hold  of  the  wall  as 
ftiey  ijiove  along,  this  gave  us  an  oppor- 
tunity 
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tunity  to  gaze  upon  them  attentively,  on 
thefe  occafions.  They  feemed  fo  affrighted, 
and  walked  fo  awkwardly,  that  I was  fain 
to  retire,  left  I fhould  have  made  them 
ftumble  and  fall,  for  which  I fhould  cer- 
tainly have  been  bamboo  d.  A punilhment 
which  I have  already  defcribed. 

The  complexion  of  the  ladies  is  exceed- 
ing fair,  their  hair  of  the  fineft  black,  dref- 
fed  up  with  gold  and  filver  bodkins,  adorn- 
ed with  flowers.  Their  fhape  is  exqui- 
fltely  fine,  and  their  drefs  the  moft  be- 
coming, natural,  eafy  and  fplendid  of  any 
I ever  faw. 

Before  we  left  Canton,  they  were  fo  fa- 
miliarized to  our  vifits,  that  the  young 
boys  would  frequently  come  or  were  fent 
out  to  falute  us  j but  if  we  offered  to  ap- 
proach the  houfes  where  their  mothers  or 
nurfes  waited  their  return,  they  prefently 
run.  from  us,  and  fliut  the  door. 

I was  much  plagued,  in  all  my  rambles, 
with  the  barking  of  dogs  in  the  ftreets, 
which  the  Chinefe  keep  in  great  numbers, 
not  only  for  ufe  and  amufement,  but  for 
food. 

Though  I had  been  in  Paris,  London, 
Amfterdam,  &c.  I never  faw  any  thing 

like 
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like  the  crowds  of  people  that  attend  the 
trading  ftreets  of  Canton.  I often  thought 
that  they  were  going  to  walk  over  one  an- 
other. It  is  reckoned  that  there  is  in  the 
city  and  fuburbs  1,200,000  people;  and 
you  will  fcarce  find  a day  in  a whole  year, 
but  there  are  5000  trading  veflels  lying 
before  the  city.  The  province  of  Canton 
pays  yearly  to  the  Emperor,  1,200,000  pe- 
culs  of  rice  and  20,000  peculs  of  fait.  The 
military  in  this  province  are  80,000;  and 
32,000  peculs  of  rice  and  8000  peculs  of 
fait  are  ferved  out  to  them.  The  reft  is 
fold  out  at  fix  mace  a pecul  which  may 
amount  to  446,000  taels,  each  tael  being 
6 s.  8 d.  Sterl.  This  fum  is  appropriated  to- 
wards payment  of  the  military  expence, 
which  amounts  to  a million  of  taels  yearly. 
The  cuftoms  on  merchandize  and  the  poll- 
money,  which  amount  to  an  incredible 
fum,  are  levied  by  a book  of  rates,  and 
paid  into  the  treafury  of  the  province, 
which  is  governed  by  a Tfongiou  or  Vice- 
Roy,  who  has  his  palace  in  the  city ; un- 
der him  are  all  the  Mandarines  or  ma- 

* A pecul  is  1 33  pound  weight.  A mace  is  jk  d,  Steel. 
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giftrates,  and  keylocks  or  governors  of 
forts. 

Few  days  pafs  in  Canton  but  there  are 
proceffions  in  the  ilreets.  When  a Man- 
darine of  note  paffes  in  the  ftreet,  or  in 
the  highway,  he  moves  in  great  ftate, 
either  on  horfeback,  or  in  a large  chair, 
carried  by  five  or  fix  men.  If  he  is  a Tar- 
tar, or  Mandarine  of  war,  he  is  on  horfe- 
back ; if  a Chinefe,  and  of  the  civil  order, 
he  is  carried  in  a chair.  Several  flags 
are  carried  before  them,  and  large  lacquer- 
ed peels,  painted  black  and  red,  with  large 
golden  chara6lers  exprefling  their  titles  and 
dignities.  Clofe  to  the  Mandarine  are  fe- 
veral  men  carrying  magnificent  umbrella’s, 
to  keep  off  the  light  of  the  fun.  In  the 
front  are  a number  of  men,  with  high- 
crowned  hats,  with  two  large  pheafant 
feathers  in  each,  who  make  a hideous 
noife,  crying  inceffantly  Ho-ot^  to  warn 
every  one  to  go  off  the  flreets,  or  ftand 
afide,  till  the  Mandarine  pafs  by.  Next  to 
them  are  fellows  with  fmall  chains  in 
their  hand,  ready  to  throw  over  any  body’s 
head,  and  to  drag  them  by  the  neck,  that 
do  not  obey  the  call,  and  jftand  afide  till 
the  Mandarine  pafs  by.  After  thefe  a 

number 
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number  of  executioners  follow,  with  en- 
figns  of  punilhment  in  their  hands,  fuch 
as  fword,  ax,  &c.  wearing  caps  like  a fu- 
gar*loaf.  Several  of  them  have  large 
pieces  of  lacquered  wood,  painted  black, 
which  they  dragg  after  them,  and  with 
which  they  bamboo  or  bajUnado  a delin- 
quent. The  criminal  is  thrown  on  his 
face,  and  the  bamboo-men  give  him  as 
many  blows  upon  the  buttocks  as  his 
worfhip  the  Mandarine  fhall  be  pleafed 
to  order. 

A well  known  writer  relates  a comi- 
cal adventure  that  happened  between  a 
mandarine  and  an  Englifh  failor,  which, 
becaufe  of  its  fmgularity,  I (hall  briefly 
repeat.  A Mandarine  in  his  chair,  at- 
tended by  his  retinue,  met  an  Englifli  fail- 
or with  a keg  of  arrack  on  his  fhoulder. 
Every  body  went  off  the  ftreet  but  the  jolly 
tar,  who  had  been  juft  before  tailing  the 
arrack.  One  of  the  retinue  gave  him  a 
box  in  the  ear,  and  had  almoft  brought 
him  to  the  ground  keg  and  all.  The 
failor  damn’d  him  for  a fon  of  a wh= — re, 
and  returned  the  aggreflbr  his  box  on  the 
ear.  But  he  was  foon  overpowered.  The 
Mandarine  having  obferved  what  had 
3 paffed, 
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pafled,  ordered  them  to  do  him  no  harnij 
till  he  fhould  fend  for  the  Englilh  linguift. 
The  Mandarine  told  the  linguift  what  had 
happened,  and  bid  him  afk  the  failor, 
why  he  had  affronted  him  ? The  honeft 
tar  fwore,  that  he  had  been  affronted  by 
the  Mandarine,  in  allowing  his  fervants  to 
beat  him  when  he  was  walking  civilly  on 
the  ftreet,  and  fwore  he  would  box  the 
Mandarine  or  any  one  of  his  gang,  for  an 
old  Spanifh  dollar ; and  at  the  fame  time 
put  his  hand  into  his  pocket,  and  pulled 
out  one.  The  Mandarine  ordered  the  lin- 
guift to  tell  him  ^oerbatim  what  he  faid, 
and  why  he  pulled  out  his  money.  When 
he  was  told  all,  the  Mandarine  was  ready 
to  fall  off  his  chair  with  laughing.  He 
afked  if  the  failor  would  ftand  to  his 
challenge ; and  he  fwore  he  would.  The 
Mandarine  had  a Tartar  in  his  retinue, 
a lufty  man,  who  was  famous  for  boxing, 
and  had  gained  many  prizes  at  it.  He 
called  for  him  to  ny  his  fkill  on  the  poor 
tar,  who  was  low  of  ftature,  but  well  fet. 
The  Tartar  promifed  an  eafy  conqueft; 
he  ufed  to  combat,  by  kicking  high  at 
the  belly  of  his  antagonift.  At  the  firft 
©nfet,  the  failor  caught  him  by  the  foot, 

and 
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and  laid  him  on  his  back.  The  Tartar 
rofe,  alhamed  at  the  fudden  foil,  and  made 
a furious  onfet ; but  Jack  tripped  up  his 
heels  a fecond  time.  The  Tartar  then  de- 
fired  to  have  a fair  turn  of  boxing,  with- 
out tripping ; which  Jack  agreed  to.  The 
latter  knew  his  bulinefs  fo  well,  that  in  a 
trice  he  battered  the  face  and  bread:  of  the 
Tartar  in  fuch  manner  with  his  head, 
that  he  was  forced  to  yield  to  old  Eng- 
land. The  Mandarine  was  fo  well  pleafed 
with  the  bravery  and  dexterity  of  the  En- 
glifh  tar,  that  he  made  him  a prefent  of 
ten  taels  of  filver. 

The  Englifh  Fadlcrries  are  fituate  in  one 
of  the  bed:  flreets  in  town.  It  is  very 
large,  has  a number  of  courts,  halls  and 
warehoufes,  with  convenient  rooms  for 
lodging  a great  number  of  people.  One 
large  gate  opens  to  the  ftreet,  and  ano- 
ther to  the  water,  where  our  boats  load 
and  unload.  At  each  gate  a centinel  is 
kept  day  and  night.  There  is  alfo  a petty 
officer  appointed,  to  fee  the  centinels  du- 
ly relieved,  and  the  porters  or  cowlies  do 
their  duty;  to  take  an  account  of  all 
goods  that  come  into,  or  go  out  of  the  fac- 
tory ; to  prepare  rooms  for  the  officers  and 
people,  when  they  come  to  refide  fome  little 

time 
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time  in  the  fa6i:ory ; to  entertain  the  officers 
and  menj  and,  in  a word,  to  fee  that 
every  thing  is  kept  in  order. 

All  the  officers  and  men  are  allowed  a 
certain  time  to  relide  and  do  bufinefs  in 
Canton,  according  to  their  ftation,  which 
they  do  by  turns.  In  the  factory,  while  I 
was  there,  I have  feen  lixty  people  enter- 
tained at  once.  As  we  were  in  all  eight 
fhips  from  England,  four  fhips  companies 
were  in  the  largeft  fa6lory,  three  in 
another  j and  one  company  in  a fmaller 
one. 

Our  porter  bufmefs  was  all  performed 
by  Chinefe  cowlies,  whom  we  hired  for  a 
fmall  matter,  and  moft  of  whom  fpoke  a 
little  Englifh  j which  we  found  very  con- 
venient. We  had  likewife  feveral  Chinefe 
cooks  to  affift  our  own,  who,  as  they  had 
been  long  employed  by  the  Englifh  fhips, 
and  could  fpeak  the  Englifh  language  pret- 
ty well,  dreiTed  our  viftuals  after  the  En- 
glifh manner,  as  well  and  as  expeditioufly 
as  our  own  cooks. 

Every  officer  belonging  to  the  compa- 
ny’s fhips  has  his  particular  room  or 
apartment  in  the  factory,  where  they  de- 
pofite  the  goods  they  purchafe  till  they  are 
fhipped.  And,  for  the  greater  eafe  and 
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conveniency,  they  employ  Chinefe  fervantsj 
to  clean  the  rooms,  make  the  beds,  go  of 
errands,  and  to  do  other  menial  offices, 
while  they  remain  in  the"faclory.  Their 
wages  are  commonly  two’  taeh  a month. 
But  great  care  ffiould  be  taken  that  they 
be  well  recommended  for  honefty  by  fome 
reputable  Chinefe  merchants;  otherwife 
they  may  foon  hurt  you  by  Healing,  to 
which  they  are  very  much  addidled.  Some-" 
times  the  petty  merchants  will  offer  their 
fons  to  you  for  fervants,  in  order  to  be 
taught  the  Englifh  language,  and  to  qua- 
lify them  for  carrying  on  trade  with  the 
Europeans,  in  which  they  find  their  ac- 
count. 

Every  morning  we  were  attended  with 
a levee  of  Chinefe  merchants,  brokers  and 
< tradefmen,  inquiring  if  we  wanted  any 
thing  in  their  way.  On  thefe  occafions, 
they  are  exceeding  complaifant,  arc  fure 
to  give  you  particular  direftions  to  their 
houfes,  to  extol  their  goods,  and  invite 
you  to  tea  with  them,  of  which  they  are 
very  liberal.  When  you  vifit  them,  they 
give  you  famples  of  fuch  goods  as  they 
have  to  difpofe  of,  that  you  may  carry 
them  to  the  fadlory,  and  fhew  them  to 

your 
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your  friends.  I have  known  fome  of  the 
common  Tailors  go  about,  in  order  to  pro- 
cure fampies  of  tea,  rhubarb,  and  other 
goods,  till  they  had  ingroffed  a good  quan- 
tity, and  yet  not  purchafe  a fixpenny- 
worth  from  any  one. 

The  barbers  that  attend  the  fa6lory, 
fnave  after  the  Englifh  fafhion,  with  fhort 
razors  or  lliarp  knives.  But  thofe  who 
drefs  the  Chinefe,  go  about  the  ftreets, 
with  a bundle  of  razors,  fcizars,  combs, 
brulhes,  pomatum,  tooth-pickers,  ear- 
pickers,  corn  and  nail  cutters,  and 
other  fuch  inftruments,  upon  their  fhoul- 
der;  and,  as  they  walk,  make  fuch 
a tinkling  noife  with  an  iron  inftrument, 
as  thofe  fellows  do  who  have  a fhow  in  a 
box  for  the  entertainment  of  children  in 
London.  The  operation  of  a Chinefe  bar- 
ber, which  he  performs  every  morning,  is 
very  tedious,  in  cleaning  and  plating  the 
hair,  and  in  Ihampooing  his  cuftomers. 

Shampooing  is  an  operation  not  known 
in  Europe,  and  is  peculiar  to  the  Chinefe, 
whidi  I had  once  the  curiolity  to  go 
through,  and  for  which  I paid  but  a trifle. 
However,  had  I not  feen  feveral  China 
merchants  fliampooed  before  me,  I fhould 

have 


An  Account  of  Canton,  227 

have  been  very  apprehenfive  of  danger^ 
even  at  the  fight  of  all  the  different  inftru- 
ments  that  were  arranged  in  proper  order 
on  the  table  before  the  operator  began. 
He  firfl  placed  me  in  a large  chairs 
then  began  to  beat  with  both  his  hands 
very  faft  upon  all  parts  of  my  body.  He 
next  ftretched  out  my  arms  and  legs,  and 
gave  them  feveral  fudden  pulls  that  racked 
my  joints  j then  got  my  arm  upon  his 
fhoulder,  and  hauled  me  fideways  a good 
way  over  the  chair  j and  as  fuddenly  gave 
my  head  a twitch  or  jerk  round,  that  I 
thought  he  fhould  have  put  my  neck  out 
of  joint.  Next  he  beat  with  the  ends  of 
his  fingers  very  foftly,  but  very  quickly, 
all  over  my  head,  body  and  legs,  every 
now  and  then  cracking  his  fingers,  with 
an  air:  then  he  ftroaked  up  my  ears, 
temples  and  eye-lafhes  j and  again  racked 
my  joints.  After  he  had  gone  through 
this  procefs,  he  proceeded  with  his  inflru- 
ments  to  fcrape,  pick  and  fyringe  my  cars, 
every  now  and  then  tinkling  with  an  in- 
ftrument  clofe  to  my  ears.  The  next 
thing  was  my  eyesj  into  which  I pa- 
tiently fuffered  feveral  fmall  inftru ments 
to  be  thruft,  and  turned  about  3 by  which 
3 operatiouj 
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operation,  he  brought  away  half  a tea- 
cupful of  hot,  waterifli  ftufF.  This  was 
not  only  the  moft  painful,  but  the  moft 
dangerou^  part  of  the  whole  operation, 
which  made  me  afraid  to  make  the  leaft 
motion  v»^ith  my  head,  led:  I fliould  have 
fuffered  more ; fo  I fat  with  refolute  pa- 
tience, till  he  pulled  out  thefe  inft ruments, 
and  was  about  to  ufe  others  to  my  eyes  j 
but  I had  already  fuffered  fo  much,  that 
I would  not  permit  him  to  meddle  with 
them  any  farther.  He  next  proceeded  to 
fcraping,  paring  and  cleaning  the  nails  of 
my  fingers  and  toes,  and  then  to  cutting 
my  coi  ns.  I only  wanted  to  have  had  a 
lock  of  hair  plaited,  to  complete  the  ope- 
ration. But,  after  he  had  fpent  half  an 
hour  with  me,  it  ended  here,  for  which  I 
gave  him  to  the  value  of  a penny.  He 
departed  well  fatisfied,  and  afterwards 
called  feveral  mornings.  But  I would  ne- 
ver undergo  the  operation  ; for  he  had 
hurt  my  eyes  fo  much,  that  my  fight 
was  fomewhat  impaired  for  a long  while 
after. 

The  company’s  agent  at  Canton  ufually 
agrees  with  a Compr adore  or  Suttler,  to 
furnifli  the  factory  with  victuals,  beds, 

deaths. 
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deaths,  and  other  conveniencies,  for  which 
he  is  paid  every  month;  this  fattier  keeps 
a number  of  fervants  who  are  employed 
in  carrying  fuch  things  as  are  called  for 
to  the  gentlemens  apartments. 

All  our  frefh  water  was  brought  us  from 
fprings  three  or  four  miles  up  the  country 
by  Chinefe  cowlies  or  porters. 

The  temples  and  places  of  public  wpr- 
fliip  are  the  mofl  magnificent  buildings  in 
Canton.  They  are  well  flocked  with 

images.  The  people  pay  profound  ado- 
ration to  them,  by  falling  down  on  their 
knees  before  them,  wringing  their  hands, 
and  beating  their  foreheads  againfl  the 
ground.  Thefe  temples,  or  JoJs-houfes^ 

as  they  are  commonly  called,  are  gene- 
rally one  florey  high,  and  are  very  nume- 
rous. They  are  decorated  with  a great 
number  of  artificial  flowers,  embroidered 
hangings,  curtains,  and  fringes.  One 
of  them,  fituated  in  the  Ikirt  of  the 
N E.  fide  of  the  fuburbs,  makes  a fplendid 
appearance.  It  is  four  floreys  high,  has 
a fine  cupola,  with  many  out-houfes  and 
galleries.  A Chinefe  merchant  called  fin- 
gua^  who  fhewed  me  the  rarities  of  the 
3 town, 
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town,  told  me  that  this  grand  edifice  was 
formerly  a palace  belonging  to  the  Wang- 
tai  or  King  of  the  province  of  Canton, 
before  the  Tartars  conquered  China,  and 
who  was  then  an  independent  prince. 
Before  the  principal  gate  of  the  temple, 
two  large  images,  one  on  each  fide,  v/ere 
placed.  Each  of  them  was  about  twelve 
foot  high,  with  fpears  and  launces  in 
their  hands,  fomewhat  refembling  thofe 
in  Guildhall.  This  gate  led  us  into  a 
fine  large  paved  court,  and  we  entered  the 
temple,  which  fronted  it,  by  a few  ftone 
fleps.  The  lower  part  of  the  temple  is 
built  with  fine  hewn  ftone,  but  the  upper 
part  is  all  of  timber.  My  Chinefe  friend 
went  round  to  the  backfide  of  the  temple, 
into  a fmall  apartment,  where  fome  of 
the  priefl's  were  fitting}  and,  on  alking 
the  favour  of  feeing  it,  they  feemed  very 
complaifant,  and  fond  of  our  vifit.  We 
went  firft  into  the  lower  hall,  where  we 
faw  images  of  all  fizes,  and,  as  they  told 
us,  of  different  dignities,  all  finely  gilded, 
and  kept  exceeding  clean  by  the  priefts. 
The  leffer  images  were  placed  in  corners 
of  the  wall,  and  one  of  larger  fize  in  the 
middle  of  the  hall.  This  la’  je  god  who 
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is  placed  in  the  centre,  fits  in  a lazy  pof- 
ture,  with  his  heels  drawn  up  to  his 
buttocks,  almoft  naked,  particularly  his 
breaft  and  belly,  and  leaning  on  a large 
cufhion.  He  is  ten  times  larger  than  an 
ordinary  man,  veiy  corpulent,  of  a merry 
countenance,  and  gilt  all  over.  I was 
next  condudfed  up  flairs,  where  we  faw  a 
great  many  images  of  men  and  women 
who  had  been  deified  for  their  brave  and 
virtuous  adlions.  Though  my  Chinefe 
companion  could  fpeak  Englifh  better 
than  any  merchant  in  Canton;  yet  he 
fpoke  it  fo  imperfectly,  efpecially  about 
theological  or  ecclefiaflical  matters,  that 
I got  very  little  information;  for  the 
priefls  knew  no  other  language  than  that 
of  their  own  country.  The  rooms  of  this 
cathedral  are  large  and  fpacious,  but  very 
old  and  very  much  out  of  repair,  which 
confirms  the  above  information,  that  it 
was  originally  a King’s  palace. 

This  temple  is  furrounded  with  canals 
and  gardens ; but,  for  want  of  proper 
care,  they  are  flagnated,  overgrown  with 
weeds,  and  ruinous.  * 

- I was  next  carried  up  into  the  cupola, 
■\J^here  a delightful  profpecl  of  all  the 
^ Q..  4 country 
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country  around  j but  alas  ! for  want  of 
the  language,  I could  obtain  but  fmall 
information  from  them  about  the  objefts 
in  view  j and  was  therefore  obliged  to  be 
contented  with  the  bare  profpeft,  which 
was  indeed  very  agreeable. 

The  heads  of  the  temple- priefts  are 
fhaven  quite  bare  ; for  they  wear  no  lock 
of  hair  behind,  as  the  laity  do.  They  are 
likewife  diftinguifhed  from  the  laity,  by 
the  widenefs  of  the  fleeves  of  their  upper 
gown,  its  colour,  and  by  their  caps  and 
particular  badges. 

They  invited  us  to  tea,  and  to  eat  fweet- 
meats  with  them.  After  which,  and  ex- 
changing a great  many  compliments,  I 
gave  them  to  the  value  of  two  {hillings 
Sterl.  which  my  friend  told  me  was  ex- 
pe6ted  from  me,  before  I went  away. 
The  priefts  pulled  me  hack,  and  led  me  in- 
to one  of  the  large  houfes  that  are  built 
round  the  temple.  In  thefe  houfes  are  a 
great  many  cells  or  apartments  for  the 
priefts,  novices,  &c.  and  large  halls  with 
long  tables,  which  I fuppofe  they  ufe  as 
refectories.  In  this  houie  they  fhewed  me 
a curious  image  of  a famous  faint  of  their 
order,  who  was  placed  in  a nich  of  the 

wall. 
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wall,  fitting  on  a chair,  and  drefled  in  the 
facerdotal  habit.  Every  mufcie,  vein  and 
lineament,  w^as  fo  nicely  carved  in  this 
image,  and  the  drefs  fo  natural,  that,  at 
firft  light,  I imagined  it  was  a living  man ; 
but  much-  more  fo,  as  I began  to  move 
towards  him,  when  he  moved  his  head 
and  hands  towards  me,  as  if  to  falute  me. 
I ftarted  a little  backward,  and  viewing 
the  image  more  narrowly,  and  approach- 
ing by  a flow  pace,  I difcovered  that  it 
made  this  motion  only  when  I trode  upon 
certain  parts  of  the  floor  j with  which  it 
had  a communication,  by  fprings.  On 
the  outlide  walls,  are  cut  feveral  Englilh, 
French  and  Dutch  names,  by  which  I 
could  learn  that  this  building  had  been 
viflted  often  by  Europeans. 

On  the  30th  October  O.  S.  being  the 
birth-day  of  his  Majefty  George  II.  a great 
number  of  us  got  up  to  the  cupola  of  this 
temple,  to  fee  the  Englifh  fhips  fire  at 
Wampo,  which  is  near  fifteen  miles  diftant. 
It  is  remarkable,  that,  though  wefawthe 
fhips,  and  the  fmoke  of  the  guns,  very 
diftindtly,  yet  we  heard  no  report ; 
though  they  were  heard  well  enough  at 

the 
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the  Fa6lory,  perhaps,  becaufe  it  flood  clofe 
upon  the  fide  of  the  river. 

This  large  temple  is  feldom  ufed  as  a 
place  of  public  devotion,  except  on  extra- 
ordinary emergencies.  Nor  do  I think 
that  the  Chinefe  have  any  fixed  times  of 
public  worfhip,  but  only  as  occafion  of- 
fers, as  after  any  remarkable  efcape,  on 
the  arrival  of  their  jonks  from  foreign 
parts,  and  the  like.  On  this  lafl  occafion, 
I have  often  obferved  great  procefiions 
made  at  the  expence  of  the  parties  con- 
cerned. They  went  to  a temple,  and  paid 
their  devotion  to  the  idol-god,  by  offer- 
ing up  large  hogs,  kids,  goats,  &c.  dreffed 
•whole.  I have  feen  them  burn  fandal  and 
other  fweet-fmelling  woods,  with  fweet- 
meats  of  different  forts,  into  the  afhes  of 
which  they  fprinkled  water,  by  which  the 
whole  temple  was  perfumed.  Thefe  facri- 
fices  and  oblations  are  fometimes  per- 
formed in  the. night.  After  the  ceremony 
is  over,  and  dhe  facrifices  have  flood  a 
limited  time  before  the  idol,  all  the  victuals 
are  configned  to  the  priefls,  who,  on  thefe 
occafions,  are  dreffed  in  fcarlet  robes  em- 
broidered with  gold,  and  perform  a num- 
ber of  ceremonies. 


There 
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There  was  a fmall  temple  almoft  oppofite 
the  door  of  our  Fadlory,  where  I frequent- 
ly reforted.  I have  feen  the  prieft  in  it 
ufe  two  hells  and  two  drums  in  the  exer- 
cife  of  their  devotion.  On  the  wall  was 
exhibited  a reprefentation  of  helh  much  in 
the  fame  way  as  it  is  in  fome  Popifh  paint- 
ings. Devils  are  reprefented  tormenting 
rthofe  (as  I fuppofe  the  Chinefe  priefts 
would  have  it)  that  do  not  follow  their 
idolatry.  Perhaps  they  imagine,  that  thefe 
figures,  and  the  comments  made  by  the 
priefts  upon  them,  may  ferve  to  frighten 
the  common  people  to  obedience,  as  that 
of  the  inquifition  in  Spain  and  other 
Popifti  countries  does. 

One  night,  I obferved  this  temple  illu- 
minated with  candles,  lamps,  and  magni- 
ficent lanthorns.  Numbers  of  muficians 
were  playing  without  doors  upon  various 
mufica]  inftruments  j many  of  the  nobili- 
ty and  gentry  within  doors  were  making 
oblations  to  the  idols  j and  the  priefts, 
drefled  in  their  richeft  robes,  were  aflifting 
the  devotees  in  their  adorations.  Two 
claftes  of  priefts  flood  oppofite  each  otherj 
on  each  fide  the  great  idol,  with  an  in- 
ftrument  in  their  hands,  with  which  they 

alternately 
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alternately  made  a harfh  and  irregular 
noife,  and  repeated  fome  certain  forms  of 
prayer,  which  fome  of  the  Chinefe  people 
told  me  no  body  underftood  but  them- 
felves.  Then,  one  of  them,  who  feemed 
to  be  fomewhat  fuperior  to  the  reft,  both 
from  his  age  and  attire,  went  round  them 
feveral  times,  carrying  a cup  of  clear  li- 
quor in  one  hand,  and  a white  rod  in  the 
other,  all  the  time  repeating  fomething  to 
himfelf,  and  ufing  a great  many  poftures 
and  geftures  with  the  rod,  and  feemed  to 
me  as  if  he  had  been  invoking  fome  fpi- 
ritual  being,  fixing  his  eyes  often  on  the 
ceiling  of  the  houfe.  After  near  half  an 
hour  had  been  fpent  in  that  manner,  he 
came  at  laft  between  the  two  files  of  priefts, 
with  his  face  to  the  idol,  and  bowed  three 
times  with  his  head,  then  kneeled,  and 
beat  his  head  three  times^  upon  the  floor  ; 
after  which,  he  got  up,  and  bowing  again 
three  times  very  low,  he  went  towards  the 
idol,  and  fprinkled  water  upon  fome  hot 
aflies  that  were  ftanding  in  a thick  China 
bowl  before  it,  and  delivered  his  rod 
to  one  of  the  men  that  attended  him. 
From  this  apartment  of  the  temple,  they  all 
went,  one  after  another,  into  another  hall 

adjoiningi 
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agreed  to  fcull  them  diredly  to  their  own^ 
which  was  the  higheft  up  the  river  but 
one,  for  a mace*.  They  jumped  aboard 
of  his  little  boat,  and  being  favoured  by 
the  tide,  they  foon  arrived  at  the  Fadtory, 
in  high  fpirits,  that  they  had  got  fo  eafily 
dear  of  fo  dangerous  an  adventure. 

I muft  not  omit  one  material  obferva- 
tion  ^nth  regard  to  the  priefts  and  clergy 
of  China,  namely,  that  they  are  in  no  great 
eftcem  among  the  people.  They  are  ge- 
nerally of  very  low  extradlion  j their  only 
ftudy  is  the  numerous  readings  of  their 
theology ; and,  as  they  are  excluded  from 
converfation  with  men  of  letters,  are  ge- 
nerally very  ignorant  of  the  world.  All 
this  contributes  to  render  them  contemp- 
tible'to  the  Chinefe  laity,  who  are  gene- 
rally people  of  ingenuity  and  politenefs. 
The  priefts  are  almoft  all  very  poor,  and 
obliged  to  celibacy  while  they  continue  in 
orders,  of  which  they  are  at  liberty  to  diveft 
themfelves  at  pleafure.  But  if  they  are 
guilty  of  fornication,  or  any  enormous 
crime,  while  they  are  in  orderSj  they  muff 
expiate  it  with  their  lives.  The  high 

* About  7^(3.  Sterl. 
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prieft  Chiam  is  the  only  one  excepted.  He 
is  allowed  to  marry,  becaufe  the  high 
priefthood  in  China  muft  be  continued  in 
one  family,  and  he  is  in  fuch  repute, 
that  he  is  always  kept  near  the  Emperor’s 
perfon. 

None  of  any  figure  or  fortune  incline 
to  have  their  children  confecrated  to  ferve 
at  the  altar : fo  that  the  priefts  are  re- 
duced to  purchafe  children  from  fuch  pa- 
rents as  are  obliged  from  neceffity  to  fell 
them;  and  thefe  they  call  Novices,  and 
educate  them  in  the  facerdotal  legends  and 
fervices. 

I have  feen  multitudes  of  Armenians  at 
Canton  ; ai)d  I am  much  miftaken  if  there 
was  not  many  Jews  among  them.  They 
flocked  always  together,  and  here,  as 
every  where  in  Europe,  they  diftinguilh- 
ed  themfelves  from  the  people  of  China. 
Their  beards,  features,  and  complexion, 
confirmed  my  conjedture.  I fometimes  afked 
my  Chinefe  acquaintances,  what  they  were: 
they  gave  me  many  anfwers  in  broken  and 
mixed  diale6l  of  Englifli  and  Portuguefe, 
which  I could  not  underfland.  One  of 
them  told  me,  pointing  at  one  of  thfem. 
Tie  no  cari  China  mans  fofs,  hap  oter  Jofs, 

or, 
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or,  in  better  Englifh,  that  man  does  not 
worfhip  our  god,  but  has  another  god. 

It  is  a common  thing  for  the  Chi- 
nefe  to  a6t  a play  before  their  idols, 
after  their  worfhip  is  over.  I have  feen 
feveral  a6ted  in  different  Jofs-houfes,  and 
every  body  is  welcome  to  fee  them 
gratis.  Sometimes  thefe  fmaller  temples 
are  fo  crowded  by  the  poorer  fort  of 
people  among  the  Chinefe,  that  an  Euro- 
pean can  fcarcely  get  in.  In  fummer  the 
people  are  moftly  naked  j and,  as  they 
ftand  clofely  together  the  whole  time,  there 
is  fuch  heat,  fweat,  and  flench,  that  an 
European  cannot  fet  his  nofe  within 
doors. 

I have  alfo  frequently  feen  plays  affed 
upon  open  fcaffolds  eredfed  in  the  public 
ftreets  of  Canton  ; and  thofe  in  half  a 
dozen  ftreets  at  a time.  Their  aCfors 
are  richly  dreffed,  and  have  a large  flock 
of  dreffes  and  military  arms  and  trinkets. 

Their  coflly  dreffes,  &c.  are  kept  in 
fquare-chefls.  In  the  temples  they  have 
drefling-rooms  j on  each  fide  the  flages 
they  have  fcreens.  They  have  few  or  no 
painted  fcenes,  &c.  Perfons  wait  within 
R 3 the 


24^  Account  of  Canton. 

the  fcreens  ready  to  drefs  or  undrefs  them, 
as  occafion  requires. 

When  they  a6l  in  the  flreet,  they  are 
paid  by  the  inhabitants  of  that  flreetj 
when  they  a6l  in  temples,  it  is  at  the 
charge  of  the  members  of  the  temple,  or 
him  who,  on  any  particular  occahon,  em- 
ploys them.  As  none  of  the  fair  fex  are 
allowed  to  appear  on  a ftage,  they  employ 
young  men  or  boys  of  an  effeminate  air 
and  countenance  to  a6f  the  woman’s  part. 
Some  companies  of  actors  confift  of  men 
from  twenty  to  forty  years  of  age;  and 
thefc  are  in  the  mofl  efteem  among 
the  Chinefe.  Others  confift  of  young  men 
between  twelve  and  eighteen ; and  thefe 
are  moft  efteemed  by  the  Europeans.  They 
have  both  tragic  and  comic  performances. 
Thefe,  efpecially  the  firft,  they  feem  to  a£t 
with  great  propriety  both  of  gefture  and 
expreffion.  They  reprefent  the  workings 
of  the  paffions  fo  naturally,  that  they 
often  affedl  very  fenfibly  even  an  European 
fpedfator,  though  ignorant  of  the  lan- 
guage with  which  this  action  is  accom*» 
panied. 

The  fubjedt  of  their. plays  is  generally 
the  life  and  herqic  adlions  of  fome  brave 

man 
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man  among  their  anceftors.  Some  of  my 
Chinefe  acquaintance  told  me,  that  thefe 
plays  were  inftituted,  and  often  repeated, 
to  recommend  bravery  and  virtue,  and  to 
ridicule  vicej  and  to  give  the  mob  an 
idea  of  the  conflitiition,  the  different  de- 
grees of  dignity  in  the  empire,  and  the  au- 
thority and  manners  of  the  court  j which, 
in  fuch  an  extenfive  empire,  the  com- 
mon people  could  not  be  otherwife  inform- 
ed of. 

The  whole  ftreets  are  fo  filled  on  thefc 
occafions  with  a pleafed  and  attentive 
crowd,  that  you  cannot  pafs  by.  When 
an  adlor  plays  his  part  well,  the  mob  all 
unite  in  calling  him  to  return  to  the  flage, 
and  re-a^  his  part.  I have  feen  young 
boys,  refembling  young  women,  in  beauty, 
effeminacy  and  drefs,  acff  the  females  part 
fo  well,  that  the  mob  obliged  them  to 
a6l  it  three  times  over  before  they  were 
allowed  to  leave  the  ffage. 

The  plays  are  generally  concluded  with, 
tumbling,  fighting,  or  combating  with 
giants  or  wild  beafts  j or  elfe  with  fome 
humorous  poffures,  geffures,  and  expref- 
hons,  calculated  to  raife  a laugh, 

R 4 During, 
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During  my  flay  at  Canton,  a great  many 
feftivals  were  celebrated  by  feafting,  gam- 
ing, afting  comedies,  and  fending  pre- 
fents  to  their  friends.  On  one  of  thefe 
days  I went  in  company  with  four  gentle- 
men belonging  to  our  fhips,  to  take  a 
walk  round  the  city  walls.  In  order  to 
get  into  the  country,  we  had  a long  ftreet 
to  pafs  through,  which  was  fo  crowded 
with  people  and  ftages  at  every  twenty 
yards  diftance,  that  it  was  with  great 
difficulty  we  could  make  way  for  our- 
felves.  When  we  had  got  to  the  end  of 
it,  and  had  juft  got  a glance  of  the  coun- 
try, we  found  as  great  a concourfe  of 
people,  as  we  had  feen  in  the  ftreet; 
which  determined  us  to  return  j efpeci- 
ally  as  we  had  obferved  a number  of  ill- 
looking  fellows  beginning  to  follow  us, 
and  making  motions  to  one  another  as 
if  they  had  fome  defign  upon  us  when  we 
were  got  a little  further  from  the  city. 
On  our  turning  back,  they  appeared  lo 
angry  at  the  difappointment,  that  they 
boldly  came  up,  and  demanded  money  of 
us  5 and  one  of  us  taking  a pinch  of  fnuff, 
they  demanded  each  a pinch,  which  was 
rg^idily  granted.  But  the  continual  cry 

was 
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Was  for  money,  which  we  were  refolutely 
determined  not  to  comply  with  j but  con- 
tinued to  ftruggle  through  the  crowd, 
while  they  were  endeavouring  all  the  while 
. to  pull  us  back.  Had  we  offered  to  de- 
fend ourfelves  with  blows,  it  would  have 
been  extremely  imprudent,  becaufe  there 
was  not  one  Chinefe  that  offered  to  affifl 
us,  and  had  we  made  any  refiffance,  they 
would  certainly  have  overpowered  us.  The 
mob  in  general,  Teemed  to  encourage  thefe 
impudent  fellows.  So  that  we  were  fain 
to  bear  their  pulling  and  joftling  us 
very  patiently,  while  we  endeavoured  to 
get  nearer  and  nearer  horrie.  Some  thou- 
fands  followed,  teeming  mightily  pleafed 
at  the  diftrefs  of  the  poor  Fanquoys^  as  they 
call  us.  In  our  way,  as  we  were  endeavour- 
ing to  get  under  a ftage  erected  in  the 
ftreet,  one  of  thefe  fellows  pulled  off  the 
hat  and  wig,  from  one  of  our  companions, 
and  threw  it  upon  the  ftage.  The  poor 
gentleman  looked  veiy  foolifh,  at  feeing 
them  toffed  in  the  air,  from  fide  to  fide, 
without  being  able  to  reach  them;  and 
feemed  not  a little  nettled  at  being  obliged 
to  fuffer  an  affront,  which  it  w^as  not  in 
his  power  to  refent.  At  length,  one  of 

the 
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the  Chinefe  took  compaffion  upon  the 
poor  bare-headed  Fanquoy,  brought  him  his 
hat  and  wig,  ufed  means  to  rid  us  of  our 
troublefome  attendants,  and  condudled  us 
home.  We  entertained  our  Chinefe  friend 
in  the  fadlory  as  well  as  we  could,  and  the 
gentleman  who  was*  fo  particularly  obli- 
ged to  his  civility,  gave  him  to  the  value  of 
IS.  3d.  two  mace,  with  which  he  feemed 
extremely  well-pleafed,  and,  after  a great 
many  chm-chins,  (a  prevailing  falutation 
in  China)  he  left  us. 

There  is  none  of  tireir  feftivals  folem- 
nized  with  fuch  pomp  and  fplendor  as  that 
called  by  us  the  Feafl  of  Lanthoms.  All 
the  people  in  the  city  and  fuburbs  hang 
up  lanthoms  in  the  flreets  and  in  their 
houfes,  and  thofe  upon  the  water,  hang 
them  up  upon  their  boats  j and  in  all 
places  they  are  hung  fo  near  each  other, 
that  they  are  indeed  innumerable,  and 
make  the  night  appear  as  light  as  day. 
On  this  occahon,  they  give  themfelves  up 
to  all  the  extravagancies  pradtifed  at  a 
carnival.  Some  of  thefe  lanthoms  are 
very  coftly.  The  people  will  retrench  their 
other  necclfary  expence,  that  they  may  do 
ibrnetliing  extraordinary  on  this  night.  They 
s are 
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are  illuminated  either  with  wax-candles  or 
with  lamps.  The  generality  of  thefe  lan- 
thorns  are  about  four  foot  high  j fome 
round,  othei's  fquare.  The  panes  are  of 
tranfparent  filk  or  fineft  gauze,  having 
human  figures,  rocks,  trees  and  flowers, 
painted  upon  them,  in  very  lively  colours. 
Some  of  the  grand  lanthorns  have  the  figures 
of  men  on  horfeback,  deer,  dogs,  and  many 
other  figures  of  animals,  nicely  cut  out,  which 
being  made  to  move  on  the  infide,  appear 
very  lively  to  the  fpedlators  without.  The 
number  of  lanthorns  is  almofl:  infinite ; 
the  gilding,  carving,  filk,  painting,  and 
other  expences  attending  them,  muft 
amount  to  a valf  fum.  In  fhort,  on  this 
illuminated  night,  the  whole  people  feem 
to  run  mad  for  they  know  not  what.  I 
wifh  our  Europeans  could  be  excepted 
from  the  charge. 

The  Chinefe  fay,  that  this  feafi:  took 
its  rife  from  the  following  accident.  A 
great  Mandarine,  who  had  ufed  the  people 
under  him  with  great  humanity  and  ten- 
dernefs,  had  a beloved  daughter,  who  took 
it  into  her  head  one  evening  to  throw  her- 
felf  into  the  river,  and  was  drowned.  As 
foon  as  fhc  was  mifled,  the  whole  people 
both  in  town  and  country,  who  lived  un- 
der 
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der  his  jurifdiclion,  out  of  gratitude,  Tal- 
lied foi  th  with  lanthorns,  to  look  for  the 
young  lady,  but  ftie  could  not  be  found. 
Every  year  afterwards  the  people  of  that 
place  affembled  with  their  lanthorns  oh 
the  anniverfary  of  that  evening;  and,  in 
procefs  of  time,  this  practice  among  a few, 
prevailed  over  all,  and  is  now  become  an 
eftabliflied  and  univerfal  cuftom. 

After  fun-fet  no  Chinefe  will  walk 
abroad,  unlefs  he  take  a T’imlongy  i.  e.  a fmall 
round  lanthorn,  along  with  him.  Thefe 
hand-lanthorns  are  made  of  fmall  wire, 
faftened  with  filk  thread  in  the  manner  of 
net- work,  and  covered  with  very  thin  oiled 
paper.  They  have  fome  red  charadlcrs  paint- 
ed on  the  one  fide,  which  I take  to  be  the 
maker’s,  or  perhaps  the  owner’s  name.  They 
give  a good  deal  of  light,  and  are  fold  very 
cheap.  Every  one  walking  the  ftreets  at 
night  without  a lanthorn,  is  fufpe6led  of 
intending  fome  mifehief,  is  feized  by  the 
watchmen,  and  kept  in  cuftody  till  he  is 
examined. 

Thefe  watchmen  go  regularly  about  the 
ftreets  every  night ; and  fome  of  them  are 
appointed  to  attend  at  the  railed  gates  in  the 
flreets  of  the  fuburbs,  which  are  fhut  about 

ten 


An  Account  of  Canton.  253 

ten  o’clock  at  night,  that  they  may  open 
them  to  people  who  pafs  or  repafs ; but 
none  are  permitted  to  pafs  without  exami- 
nation; 

Though  the  Europeans  generally  refide 
in  their  particular  faftories,  and  are  main- 
tained at  the  expence  of  the  companies  in 
whofe  fervice  they  are  j yet  they  are  at  li- 
berty to  refide  in  a Chinefe’s  houfe,  where 
they  can  board  on  very  reafonable  terms. 
And  were  the  Europeans  allowed  to  fee 
and  converfe  with  the  Chinefe  women,  I 
believe  they  would  not  want  plenty  of 
lodgers ; but  it  is  a rule  among  them,  ne- 
ver to  lodge  or  even  board  an  European 
if  there  is  a woman  in  the  houfe.  Some 
of  the  Chinefe  merchants  with  w'hom  we 
had  conliderable  dealings,  often  invited  us 
to  their  houfes,  eat  and  drank  with  us, 
and  (hewed  us  all  their  goods  and  curioli- 
ties,  in  order  to  ingratiate  themfelves  with 
us  5 yet  even  then  they  kept  their  wives, 
daughters,  and  every  fervant-maid  out  of 
the  way; 

The  worthieft  man  I ever  knew  among 
them  was  one  Tirngua^  a broker,  with  whom 
I contrafted  an  intimate  acquaintance. 
This  I’imgua  kept  (hop  in  the  fame  (treet 

where 
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where  our  factory  was  fituated.  He  was  once 
a very  confiderable  Qhinefe  merchant ; but 
from  misfortunes  in  trade,  had  failed,  and 
now  employed  himfelf  in  felling  for  other 
merchants,  and  kept  mufters  of  all  their 
goods  in  his  fliop.  He  was  a man  of 
great  integrity,  and,  as  he  could  fpeak 
better  Englilh  than  any  merchant  in 
Canton,  it  was  of  great  fervice  to  him 
in  his  dealings : he  was  particularly  civil 
and  refpeflful  to  Grangers,  with  whom  he 
always  behaved  in  a free,  open,  and  frank 
manner,  by  which  means  he  was  intro- 
duced to  a general  acquaintance  with  the 
Eui'opeans,  particularly  the  Englilh : he 
was  neither  uncharitable  nor  fuperftitious ; 
for  he  would  eat  and  drink  heartily  with 
us,  take  a glafs  of  our-  arrack  punch, 
and  manage  our  knives  and  forks  genteely, 
which  are  held  in  abomination  by  the  ge- 
nerality of  the  Chinefe.  When  I wanted 
to  have  any  thing  explained  in  regard  to 
the  manners  or  cuftoms  of  the  people,  I 
had  always  recourfe  to  my  friend  ^irngua^ 
who,  as  he  was  very  ready  to  gratify  my 
curiofity  about  China,  and  to  fatisfy  me  in 
my  enquiries,  was,  at  the  fame  time,  very 
folicitous  to  know  the  nature  of  the  go-: 

vernment. 
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vernment,  manners  and  language  of  Bri- 
tain : he  often  went  along  with  me  to 
the  country,  and  vifited  every  place  of  any 
note,  to  which  he  could  procure  me  accefs. 
I wanted  much  to  fee  his  wife,  who  lived 
in  the  city ; but  that,  notwithftanding  our 
intimacy,  I could  never  accomplilh ; fuch 
a bad  impreffion  have  they  received  of 
Europeans.  One  day  T’imgua  took  me 
about  two  miles  into  the  country  to  fee 
his  fon  about  twelve  years  old,  who  was 
at  fchool  there,  when  I took  occalion  to 
make  the  pretty  little  boy  a prefent  of  an 
Englifh  half-crown  j which  T’imgua  ob- 
ferving,  he  feemed  angry  j and  told  me, 
that  prefents  to  children  were  never  allow- 
ed in  China,  though  it  might  be  the 
cuftom  in  England,  and  infifted  on  my 
taking  it  back  again. 

As  it  is  a prevailing  cuftom  in  China 
for  every  one  to  celebrate  his  birth-day, 
honeft  "Timgtia  came  one  morning  to  my 
apartment  in  the  fa^ftory  before  I was  out 
of  bed,  told  me  that  this  was  his  birth- 
day, and  invited  me  to  come,  accompa- 
nied with  one  of  my  feledl  friends,  and  ibp 
with  him  in  the  evening.  I had  been  al- 
ready too  fenfible  of  his  civility  and  the 
, good 
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good  opinion  he  entertained  of  me,  to  re- 
fufe  his  kind  invitation.  Accordingly  we 
went  in  the  evening  to  his  houfe,  where, 
after  the  ufual  ceremonies,  we  took  our 
feats.  The  company  confifted  of  four  Chi- 
nefe,  Himguay  my  companion,  and  my- 
felf.  Timgua  flood  interpreter  betwixt  the 
four  Chinefe  and  us,  who  foon  grew 
fond  of  our  converfation.  In  a little  time 
fupper  came  upon  the  table,  ferved  in  the 
Chinefe  manner.  TUmguay  the  mafler  of 
the  feafl,  took  up  his  chopJUcks  with  an 
air,  as  already  defcribed,  which  was  fol- 
lowed by  the  reft  of  the  company.  Upon 
which  we  alfo  tried  to  pfe  their  ceremonies 
in  eating ; but  "Timgua  obferving  us  to 
perform  them  very  awkwardly,  defired  us 
to  ufe  our  own  freedom,  as  if  we  were  at 
home  j and  ordered  the  fervant  to  bring 
us  two  fmall  forks,  inftead  of  the  chopjiicks. 
The  Chinefe  were  as  much  diverted  with 
our  manner  of  eating  as  we  were  with 
theirs,  in  which  they  ufe  fo  much  cere- 
mony, that  I am  perfuaded  it  muft  take 
away  a good  deal  of  their  pleafure  in  eat- 
ing. Though  there  were  a good  many 
different  difhes  fet  before  us,  all  cut  into 
fmall  bits  ready  for  the  mouth,  yet  I did 

not 
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not  care  to  venture  on  any  that  I did  not 
know ; as  I imagined  they  might  pofTibly 
be  dogs,  cats^  rats,-  or  frogs,  which  they 
eat  as  commonly  there,  as  we  do  beef 
and  mutton  in  England.  My  companion 
and  I contented  ourfelves  therefore  with 
a difh  of  fifli,  and  fome  other  things  that 
were  plain  and  known  to  us.  'Timgua^ 
however,  was  very  preffing  to  have  us  fill 
our  plate  with  the  vidluals  that  he  efteem- 
ed  niceft  j from  which  we  endeavoured 
politely  to  cxcufe  ourfelves.  Every  now 
and  then,  each  gueft  takes  a cup  of  Sham^ 
JheWi  a liquor  before  defcribed,  which  is 
ferved  up  hot.  All  the  company  lift  their 
cups  together,  drink,  take  them  from  their 
mouths,  and  fet  thec^rpn  the  table,  at  the 
fame  inftant,  followii.^lthe  motion  or  fig~ 
nal  of  the  matter  of  the  houfe.  Of  this 
liquor,  which  is  excellent,  each  of  us  had 
about  twenty  cups  ere  fupper  was  over, 
which  made  us  all  pretty  merry.  After 
fupper,  fruit,  fweetmeats,  &c.  were  fet 
upon  the  table,  which  were  very  fine  and 
delicious.  Then  the  company  were  re- 
galed with  tea ; but  it  was  now  about 
eleven  oolock  at  night  j and  as  we  had 
not  been  accuftomed  to  drink  it  fo  late,  we 
S excufed 


Account  of  Canton. 

excafed  ourfelves,  took  leave  of  our  Chiaefe 
friends,  and  returned  to  the  factory  attend- 
ed by  T^imguas  fervant  carrying  a lanthorn 
before  us. 

My  worthy  friend,  who,  1 believe,  is 
flill  alive,  befides  faithfully  fettling  all  ac- 
counts between  us,  before  my  departure, 
made  me  a prefent  of  fome  fine  tea,  and 
a drawing  of  a Chinefe  woman,  which 
hung  in  his  own,  bed-room,  and  which 
he  imagined  I was  fond  of.  I infifted  to 
pay  for  the  prefent,  as  I was  witnefs  to 
his  having  rejedled  feveral  good  offers  for 
it ; yet  he  obftinately  refufed  to  accept 
any  thing.  This  man  I would  recommend 
to  the  acquaintance  of  fuch  of  my  country- 
men as  are  going  thither  before  any  I knew 
in  that  part  of  th^rjptorld. 

It  is  as  eafy  to  diftinguifh  a countryman 
from  a citizen  in  Canton  as  it  is  in  Lon- 
don. The  Chinefe  peafants  are  much 
tanned,  clumfy  in  their  fhape,  and  clownifh 
in  their  behaviour  and  drefs.  When  we 
fall  in  their  way,  they  come  about  us,  and 
flare  at  us,  as  a wonder;  but  we  are  fo 
common  about  the  town,  that  the  citizens 
take  little  notice  of  us. 


When 
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When  I refleft  on  the  rudenefs  of  our 
Englifli  failors  to  thofe  of  the  Chinefe 
with  whom  they*  dare  be  free,  even 
the  women  themfelves  not  excepted  when 
they  come  in  their  way,  I am  not  fur- 
prixed  that  they  are  fo  referved.  This 
licentious  freedom  fo  remarkable  in  the 
behaviour  of  the  Englifh  failors,  is  per- 
haps a great  prejudice  to  our  trade  there, 
as  well  as  with  other  nations.  There  can- 
not be  a greater  alFront  offered  to  a Chinefe 
than  to  cut  off  his  lock  5 yet  I have  feen 
feveral  Europeans  offer  at  it,  and  have 
even  heard  of  fome  having  a6lually  done 
it : though  indeed,  in  that  cafe  the  aggref- 
for  runs  the  hazard  of  his  life,  as  the  Chi- 
nefe will  lofe  no  opportunity  to  have  his  re- 
venge. The  Dutch  alfo  frequently  draw 
their  knives  upon  them  j for  which  I have 
often  feen  them  feverely  drubbed,  and  fent 
home  with  fore  bones  to  their  fadlory. 
On  this  account,  fome  of  our  people, 
though  more  decent  in  their  behaviour, 
are  apt  to  meet  with  ill  treatment;  fo  that 
in  this,  as  in  many  other  cafes,  the  in- 
nocent fuffer  for  the  guilty* 
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There  .are  numbers  of  ilrollers,  dancers, 
pofture-makers,  tumblers,  &c.  perpetually 
going  up  and  down,  fome  playing  upon 
mufical  inlfruments,  others  Ihewing  leger- 
demain or  flight  of  hand  tricks  j thefe  laft 
carry  large  living  fnakes  in  balkets,  and 
fometimes  twifled  about  their  necks,  arms, 
and  naked  bodies.  Thefe  poor  creatures, 
however,  get  very  little  from  their  coun- 
trymen 3 a which  is  the  tenth-part 
of  three  farthings  Sterl.  is  reckoned  a large 
alms.  The  pofture-mafters  and  dancers 
are  generally  old  men,  are  dreffed  very 
fantaflically,  talk  very  fall  all  the  while 
they  are  performing,  and  are  fo  droll 
and  diverting,  that  it  is  abfolutely  im- 
pofiible  to  look  on  them  without  laugh- 
ing. 

Though  Canton  is  but  24.  degrees  from 
the  equator,  and  is  fcorching  hot  in  fum- 
mer  3 yet,  about  the  months  of  December 
and  January,  it  is  fubjedl  to  high  winds 
and  very  heavy  rains.  The  fudden  altera- 
tion the  climate  and  temperature  of  the 
air  then  undergoes  is  very  furprifing.  I 
have  been  one  week  almoft  naked,  and 
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plagued  to  death  with  gnats  and  mufque- 
toes;  and  the  next,  have  been  obliged  to 
put  on  two  waiftcoats  and  an  upper  coat, 
and  fometimes  a great  coat  to  cover  all,  in 
order  to  defend  me  from  the  cold.  At 
this  time,  the  people  of  China  take  to  their 
winter-drefs,  which  is  lined  with  furs 
or  quilted  cotton.  Inftead  of  wearing  fans, 
which 'are  ufed  by  men,  women  and  child- 
ren in  hot  weather,  they  keep  a live  quail 
in  their  hands  to  keep  them  warm,  and 
have  the  long  fleeves  of  their  gowns  drawn 
down  to  cover  their  hands.  Thus  equip- 
ped they  walk  fo  ftifF,  and  fhove  up  their 
fhoulders  fo  much,  that  one  w'ould  think 
they  were  freezing  to  death. 

The  ftreets  of  Canton,  in  the  time  of 
thefe  violent  ftorms,  called  T^yphomy  are 
overflowed  with  water,  and  it  is  often 
fo  deep,  that  in  many  places  you  may 
fculi  a fmall  boat.  The  common  people 
pafs  fi  om  place  to  place  by  wading  through 
the  water;  and  thofe  of  the  better  rank 
are  carried  in  chairs,  or  on  men’s  backs. 
Their  Umbrellas  which  were  juft  before 
ufed  to  fhade  them  from  the  heat  of  the 
fun,  are  now  ufed  to  keep  off  the  raih'. 

S 3 One 
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One  of  thefe  Typhons  happened  when  I 
was  there,  and  filled  our  factory,  in  fome 
places,  near  two  feet  deep  of  water. 

Nankin  is  moft  celebrated  among  the 
Chinefe  not  only  as  the  greateft  city,  though 
the  court  has  been  long  removed  thence 
to  Pekin,  but  likewife  as  the  place  where 
all  kinds  of  commodities  are  beft  manu- 
fa61;ured.  When  they  would  fet  off  any 
thing  to  advantage,  it  is  common  for  them 
to  tell  you,  that  it  is  a Nankin  thing,  or 
of  Nankin  fafhion  j from  which  they  con- 
clude, we  muft  efteem  it  good.  It  is  pro- 
bable, indeed,  that  Nankin  is  the  place 
where  the  little  learning,  arts  and  fciences 
they  have,  are  taught  in  greateft  per- 
fe6Hon  j and  where  the  moft  curious  and 
valuable  commodities  come  from  j but 
there  are  poffibly  feveral  other  places, 
which  afford  as  fit  and  beneficial  goods  for 
the  merchant. 

The  diale6l  the  Chinefe  ufe  in  common 
with  us,  is  a mixture  of  European  lan- 
guages, but  moftly,  as  we  formerly  hinted, 
of  Englilh  und  Portuguefe,  together  with 
fome  words  of  their  own.  They  cannot 
? pronounce 
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pronounce  the  letter  r at  all.  Fuki  with 
them  fignifies  Friend and  when  they 
WQuld  fay,  I fainted  him^  or  made  my  com- 
fUments  to  him,  they  fay,  1 moiki  handfom 
face  for  he,  1 moiki  grandi  chin-chin  for  he. 
When  they  talk  in  their  own  language, 
one  w'ould  imagine  they  were  finging, 
efpecially  when  they  fpeak  the  court  or 
Mandarine  diale6l,  which  every  perfon  of 
any  confideration  muft  learn  to  under- 
fland  and  fpeak,  otherwife  he  is  fure  to  be 
delpifed. 

Their  language  is  fo  difficult,  that  I 
have  heard  fome  of  the  natives  fay,  that 
Mr.  Flint  the  company’s  agent  at  Canton, 
though  he  had  been  among  them  from  his 
early  youth,  cannot  yet  fpeak  it  perfedly. 
And  I know,  that  few  Engliffi  people, 
though  they  have  remained  there  a full 
half-year,  were  able  to  bring  away  a hngle 
Chinefe  word  with  them,  that  is,  to  pro- 
nounce it  fo  Juftly  as  that  the  Chinefe 
would  underifand  them  j for  the  lead:  de- 
prcffion  or  elevation  of  the  tone  or  accent 
of  a word,  entirely  alters  the  hgnification  ; 
fo  that,  by  committing  an  error  in  the 
found,  you  may  innocently  affront  a Chi- 
' S 4 nefe^ . 
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iiefe,  when  you  intend  to  pay  him  the 
greateft  compliment. 

During  my  Iday  in  Canton,  I picked  up 
a few  words.  By  cdnftant  praftice,  and 
the  help  of  my  good  old  friend  Tirngna, 

J got  tlie  true  accent  fo  well,  that  I was 
underftood  by  every  Chinefe  I fpoke  thenqi 
to.  All  I acquired  was  indeed  more  curir 
ous  than  ufeful ; for  my  fcock  of  words 
was  fp  fcanty,  that  I foon  funk  dumb  in 
converfation  with  them,  or  even  in  ma- 
king a bargain,  and  was  obliged  to  have 
recourfe  to  theconfufed  jargon  already  men- 
tioned, which  I hammered  out  as  well  as  I 
could.  At  the  fame  time,  I muft  own, 
that,  when  I had  occafion  to  go  to  the  re- 
mote places  of  the  town,  where  no  one 
was  to  be  found  that  could  fpeak  a word 
of,  any  other  language  but  the  Chinefe,  I 
have  found  my  fmall  cargo  to  be  very 
ufeful.  For  the  fake  of  the  curious  there- 
fore, and  as  it  may  be  of  ufe  to  thofe  whp 
go  thither,  I fhall  here  mention  the  moft 
remarkable  of  the  words  I learned  among 
them. 


Old  friend, 


Chinefe, 

Howphangieow. 


Englif. 
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E?2glijh. 


Chinefe, 


265 


Drink  tea, 

Tim  chd. 

Sit  dov/n. 

Tfing  tsd. 

Good, 

How. 

Bad, 

Mow, 

A man. 

Ten. 

Scales  or  dodgeons. 

Litang. 

Have  you  fcales. 

Litang  wd. 

I have  none. 

Ngod  mou  Litang  od. 

How  much. 

Kitong. 

How  much  money. 

Kitong  ann  d. 

One  dollar. 

Iat  cong  ann  Tfiein. 

One  tael  and  a half, 

Iat  Leang  ann  poan. 

How  old  are  you. 

Kito  fioyi  ni. 

Twenty  years. 

Ti  JlMp  fioi. 

You, 

Ni. 

I, 

Ngod. 

Tea, 

Chd. 

Bread, 

Mpintow. 

The  Emperor, 

Wangtai. 

You  are  a good  man, 

Nico  How  yen  d. 

A Candle, 

Lobjouck. 

Come  here. 

Ly  lo. 

Go  there. 

Hylo. 

N U M 

B E R S. 

I,  iat. 

2,  yi. 

6,  lock. 

3,  Jam. 

7,  fiat. 

4,  fill 

8,  pat. 

N U M- 
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N U M 

B E R 

. S. 

9» 

COW. 

lOO, 

iat  pa  or  tpd. 

10, 

Jhap. 

200, 

yi  pd. 

II, 

Jhap  iaft 

300, 

Jam  pd. 

20, 

yi  jhap. 

1000, 

iat  tfn. 

21, 

yi  Jhap  iaf. 

2000, 

yi  toin. 

I believe  there  is  no  country  in  the 
world  where  there  are  fewer  idlers,  or 
where  the  people  in.  general,  are  more 
induftrious.  It  is  furprifing  to  fee  what 
numberlefs  occupations  they  betake  them- 
felves  to,  in  order  to  get  a livelihood,  fome 
of  which  are  fo  mean  and  laborious,  and 
to  appearance  fo  trifling,  that  one  can 
hardly  conceive  how  it  is  poflible  for 
them  to  live  by  them.  But  all  kind 
of  proviflons,  efpecially  rice  and  tea, 
their  principal  food,  are  fo  cheap, 
that  they  can  eafily  fubfift  upon  a very 
fcanty  income.  Some  are  employed  in 
going  about  with  baflcets,  picking  up 
bones,  bits  of  glafs,  and  every  other  trifle 
they  can  find  in  the  ftreets,  canals,  and 
bye-places  j others,  in  gathering  and  car- 
rying out  all  forts  of  dung  and  filth  from 
the  city,  which  they  depofite  in  two  baf- 
kets,  and  carry  to  the  country,  in  the  fame 

manner 
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manner  as  the  milk-women  do  their  pails 
in  England,  and  fell  to  the  farmers  for 
manure  to  their  ground.  Thofe  houfes 
near  the  river-fide  have  kitchins  and  other 
office-houfes  built  on  the  brink  of  the  wa- 
ter, by  which  all  kind  of  filth  is  carried 
away  j and  I have  obferved  thefe  wretched 
fcavengers  {landing  up  to  their  middle  in 
water,  waiting  under  thefe  office-houfes, 
to  get  their  bafkets  filled.  I have  fome- 
times  met  whole  troops  of  thefe  poor 
creatures  with  their  loaded  bafkets  going 
into  the  country ; and  have  been  fo  much 
annoyed  with  the  difagreeable  fmell  of 
their  burden,  that  I was  fain  to  retire  from 
the  road  as  foon  as  they  approached  me. 

I have  been  often  moved  with  pity  at  the 
(fri6l  confinement  of  the  Chinefe  ladies. 
But  as  they  fee  none  of  their  fex  in  a better 
fituation,  they  bear  their  flavery  without 
murmuring,  having  many  amufements  and 
employments  that  help  to  fill  up  their  time. 
They  delight  much  in  keeping  phea- 
fants,  turtles,  and  finging  birds  in  their 
chambers,  and  fmall  trees,  fhrubs  and 
flowers,  growing  in  large  pots.  In  fome 

rooms 
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rooms  they  have  large  glafs  and  earthen 
bafons  full  of  fmall  fiflies,  particularly  that 
kind,  called  the  gold  and  filver  filh.  They 
are  about  the  length  of  one’s  finger;  the 
male  of  a fine  red  from  the  head  to  the 
middle,  and  from  thence  to  the  tail  of  a 
fhining  gold  colour.  The  female  is  of  a 
pure  white  colour.  This  is  a very  tender 
animal,  and  eafily  affedled  by  any  altera- 
tion of  weather;  contrivances  are  there- 
fore fallen  upon  to  fhelter  them  from  the 
heat,  by  fetting  them  in  cool  places,  and 
changing  the  water  often.  When  they  are 
removed  from  one  bafon  into  another, 
great  care  muft  be  taken  not  to  touch 
them  with  the  hand,  otherwife  they  would 
immediately  expire.  A fhell  filled  with 
water  is  ufed  in  lifting  them.  They  are 
fometimes  killed  by  the  noife  of  thunder, 
of  great  guns,  and  even  by  the  fmell  of 
tar  or  pitch.  With  thefe,  and  reading 
Chinefe  plays,  the  poor  ladies  amufe  them- 
felves.  The  refl  of  their  time  is  generally 
filled  up  in  fowing,  embroidering,  and 
drefiing  themfelves. 

The  common  women,  who  are  moflly 
of  Tartar  breed,  have  much  the  advan- 
tage of  the  fine  ladies.  They  are  at  full 

liberty 
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liberty  to  roam  about  their  fmall  cottages 
and  boats,  without  rellraint,  while  thofe 
in  higher  life  dare  not  fee  a man’s  face  in 
their  whole  life  but  that  of  their  hufbands, 
and,  as  was  before  obferved,  are  rendered 
incapable  of  walking  by  the  fmallnefs  of 
their  feet.  When  old,  however,  they  are 
allowed  to  lit  at  their  doors,  and  I have 
feeii  them  often  employed  there  in  fowing 
or  embroidering.  But,  if  any  younger 
ones  were  accidentally  {landing  behind 
them,  they  never  failed  to  run  out  of  light 
ere  I could  get  a glance  of  them. 

. One  day,  as  I was  returning  from  an 
agreeable  walk  in  the  country,  three  or 
four  miles  above  Canton,  where  there  were 
a number  of  cotton  bulhes  growing;  and 
walking  through  a great  many  fmall  ftreets 
and  narrow  lanes  in  my  way  to  the  fadlo- 
ry,  I defcried  two  women  and  a man  co- 
vered with  a fort  of  white  veils,  kneel- 
ing upon  the  ground,  and  making  a 
hideous  noife,  by  fcreaming,  and  every 
now  and  then  Birring  up  a large  lire  of 
wood  that  was  placed  before  them.  I 
flood  amazed,  but  could  not  difcover  any 
variety ; they  Bill  continued  crying  and 
ftirring  up  the  fire.  I heard,  at  the  fame 

time, 
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time,  a loud  fcreaming  in  a houfe  dii'eftly 
oppolite  to  them.  No  body  appeared 
from  whom  I could  inform  myfelf  of  the 
meaning  of  all  this.  At  length,  a Chinefe 
obferving  me,  came  up  to  me,  and  infilled 
on  my  leaving  that  ftreet  j which  I was 
obliged  to  comply  with.  I conjeclured  that 
fome  other  ceremony  was  to  fucceed,  which 
he  did  not  think  it  proper  I fhouid  be 
witnefs  to,  and  that  the  whole  might  be 
occafioned  by  the  death  of  fome  relation 
in  the  houfe. 

The  foldiery  in  Canton  are  dreffed  moft- 
ly  in  blue  Nankin  fluff,  their  gowns  fhort 
and  narrow,  with  rattan  caps  on  their  headsv 
and  a bunch  of  red  hair  fixed  on  the  top 
of  them  ; which,  when  they  perform  any 
quick  motion,  or  are  agitated  by  the  wind> 
make  a grand  appearance,  efpecially  when 
four  or  five  thoufand  of  them  are  march- 
ing in  a body.  Their  boots  are  made  of 
filk,  and  lined  with  cotton.  Their  prin- 
cipal arms  are  the  fword  and  the  bow. 
I believe  they  are  all  horfemen. 

Their  fwords,  which  are  very  large, 
heavy  and  broad,  they  wear  on  their  left 
fide,  but  with  the  handle  behind,  and  the 

point 
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point  hanging  down  forwards.  When 
they  draw  them,  they  with  their  left  hand 
take  hold  of  the  lower  end  of  the  feabbard, 
and  lift  up  the  fword  behind  them  fo  high, 
as  that  the  handle  may  reach  above  the 
fhoulder  behind  ; fo  that,  at  the  drawing 
the  fword  with  the  right  hand  aver  the 
left  fhoulder,  they  can  make  a nimble  and 
fevere  flroke.  However  irapofllble  or  in- 
convenient this  may  feem  to  thofe  who 
have  not  feen  it  performed ; yet  it  is  ab- 
folutely  certain,  that  they  do  it  with  great 
eafe  and  agility,  the  effe^f,  no  doubt,  of 
conftant  pra6tice. 

Their  bows  are  very  large  and  ftrong; 
They  carry  them  in  a cafe  on  their  left  fide, 
and  a cafe  of  arrows  on  their  back.  On  their 
right  thumb  they  wear  a broad  and  thick 
ivory  or  agat  ring,  upon  which  they  place 
the  firing  when  they  draw  j and  they  have 
another  ring  on  the  left  thumb  for  the 
arrow  to  run  upon  when  they  fhoot.  The 
Chinefe  in  general  are  bred  to  the  bow, 
and  are  much  exercifed  in  fhooting  at 
marks.  I was  myfelf  witnefs  to  one  of 
them  fliooting  a large  fowl  on  wing,  which 
they  told  me  was  commonly  done,  and 
fhows  to  what  perfe6lion  they  have  arrived 
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in  handling  the  bow..  I own  it  furprifed 
me  not  a little  to  fee  a flying  fowl  killed 
with  an  arrow,  I could  never  bend  one  of 
thefe  bows,  without  help ; and  it  was  as 
much  as  two  of  us  could  accomplifli,  from 
which  you  may  eafily  conceive  the  force 
of  the  arrow. 

The  military  horfes  are  fmall,  but  fat,> 
nimble,  fure-footed,  and  haidy.  They  are 
all  brought  from  Tartary,  or  Tartar  breed. 
The  faddles  and  bridles  are  much  in  the 
European  fafliion.  Some  of  them  are 
large  and  foft,  refembling  thofe  in  Turkey. 
By  way  of  whip,  they  ufe  a tough  rod 
four  foot  long,  with  a knotted  filken  firing 
faftened  to  it.  This  whip  they  tie  by  a 
firing  to  the  wriflof  the  right  arm,  that  they 
may  not  lofe  it  when  they  ufe  their  arms. 

There  is  a large  plain  below  Canton, 
not  far  from  the  fide  of  the  river,  which 
is  called  by  the  Englifli,  the  artillery  ground^ 
where  the  Chinefe  forces  are  commonly 
exercifed  and  reviewed*  I have  feen  fome 
thoufands  exercifing  at  once  on  that  fpotj 
But,  in  my  opinion,  they  come  far  fliort 
of  that  art,  dexterity  and  regularity,  that 

we 
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we  obferve  in  the  European  military  exer~ 
cife.  The  officers  and  foldiers  are  moftly 
Tartars.  The  officers,  in  funfhine,  make 
a fplendid  appearance,  their  robes  being 
embroidered  with  gold  and  filver  on  the  back 
and  bread:,  where  their  badges  of  difi;in61:ion 
are  fixed  j which  make  a glittering  fhow. 
They  all  wear  whifkers,  and  have  a fierce 
look.  Though  thefe  foldiers  are  brought 
from  a more  northern  climate,  yet  their 
tawny  complexions,  and  their  fierce  coun- 
tenance, fufficiently  diftinguifli  them  from 
the  natives  of  China,  who  are  a more  ef- 
feminate and  foft-featured  people. 

In  this  plain  there  is  a large  horfe- 
courfe,  with  pods  fixed  at  fmall  diftances. 
In  this  broad  path,  I have  feen  foldiers 
riding  with  incredible  fwiftnefs,  one  after 
another,  fhooting  their  arrov/s  at  thefe 
polls.  I have  even  feen  them  difmount 
from  their  horfes,  when  at  full  gallop,  take 
up  their  arrows,  mount,  and  fhoot  them 
again.  And,  which  is  dill  more  amazing, 
I have  feen  them  mount  and  difmount  in 
this  career,  for  the  fame  arrow,  making 
ufe  only  of  one  all  the  way  round.  This 
lad  operation  is  only  performed  by  the 
more  experienced  foldiers;  as  I oblerved 
T - people 
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people  employed  to  pick  up  thofe  arrows 
which  the  lefs  experienced  foldiers  could 
not  recover  in  riding. 

Some  of  the  Chinefe  told  me,  that, 
at  the  admiffion  of  a Mandarine  of 
war,  he  mull  fhow  his  w^arlike  fkill  and 
dexterity  before  the  other  Mandarines,  by 
trial.  Bodily  ftrength,  in  the  exerdfe  of 
the  bow,  fword,  and  quarter-ftaff,  is  an 
abfolutely  neceffary  qualification.  He 
muft  draw  a certain  bow,  wield  a heavy 
fw'ord,  lift  a weight  of  feven  or  eight 
hundred  catties,^  and,  to  crown  all,  he 
muft  fhew  his  good  ftomach,  by  eating  up 
a number  of  bafons  of  rice.  Thefe  ac- 
complifhments  are  of  great  moment  to  re- 
commend him  to  favour. 

The  pay  of  a common  foldier  is  ten  taeh 
of  filver  per  anrmmy  and  a cattie  of  rice 
and  an  ounce  of  fait  per  dtem^  which  are 
delivered  monthly  from  the  Emperor’s 
granaries  to  the  paymafler.  This  is  but 
poor  pay,  yet,  in  fuch  a cheap  country,  they 
make  fhift  to  live  upon  it ; as  they  are  al- 
lowed to  v/ork  at  their  feveral  employs 

* A cattie  is  20  ounces  EngVifli. 

t A tad  is  6s.  3d,  Sterl. 
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when  off  duty,  on  condition  that  theyfhall 
be  ready  on  a call.  There  is  a feparate 
fund  allotted  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
horfes. 

When  I attended  thefe  military  exer- 
cifes,  I have  been  frequently  accofted  by 
the  foldiers,  offering  me  their  horfes,  bows 
and  arrows,  in  order  to  try  my  fkill.  But, 
as  I had  heard  before,  that  fome  gentlemen 
of  my  acquaintance  who  had  accepted  their 
offer,  were  no  fooner  mounted,  and  mo- 
ved a little  way,  than  they  were  furround^ 
ed  by  the  foldiery,  and  money  demanded 
from  them,  which  they  were  obliged  to 
give,  I civilly  declined  their  offen 

When  an  accidental  fire  happens  to  any 
of  their  buildings,  they  manage  it  moft 
wretchedly.  Inflead  of  working  hard, 
they  fall  a praying  to  their  houfehold 
deities  to  interpofe  in  extinguifhing  itj 
and,  when  they  find  that  their  fupplica- 
tions  have  had  no  effect,  and  that  the  fire 
is  fpreading,  which  indeed  it  muft  cer- 
tainly do,  from  the  vaft  quantities  of  wood 
they  are  always  obliged  to  keep  in  their 
houfes  for  fuel  j then  they  will  fall  a re- 
proaching their  deities  for  negligence,  and 
T 2 will 
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will  treat  them  with  great  contempt.  No 
lefs  than  three  fires  happened  during  my 
flay  at  Canton,  which  did  much  mifchief. 
And  had  it  not  been  for  the  affiftance  gi- 
ven by  the  Europeans,  with  a fire  engine 
which  Capt.  Lafcelles  of  the  York  gave 
them,  the  fuburbs  had  almofl  been  re- 
duced to  allies.  One  of  thefe  fires  happen- 
ed among  the  fampans  or  large  boats  on 
the  river,  while  I was  pafling  in  a fmall 
boat  from  Wampo  to  Canton.  Near 
thirty  large  fampans  were  burnt  down  to 
the  furface  of  the  water.  It  was  indeed  a 
mofi;  dreadful  and  fliocking  fight.  And 
happening  in  the  middle  of  the  night,  and 
the  boats  lying  clofe  together,  it  made 
terrible  havock,  before  the  conflagration 
fubfided. 

The  river  Ta  at  Canton  is  fomewhat 
broader  than  the  T’bames  at  London  ; but 
the  crowds  of  fmall  velTels  that  ply  the  ‘Ta 
are  vaflly  more  numerous.  For  the  fpace 
of  four  or  five  miles  oppofite  the  city  of 
Canton,  you  have  an  extenfive  wooden 
town  of  large  vefiels  and  boats,  flowed  fo 
ciofely,  that  there  is  fcarcely  room  for  a 
large  boat  to  pafs.  They  are  generally 

drawu 
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drawn  up  in  ranks,  with  a narrow  paiTage 
left  for  veifels  to  pafs  and  repafs.  Some 
of  them  are  large  veffels,  of  eight  or  nine 
hundred  tons  burden,  called  jonh^  with 
which  they  perform  their  foreign  voyages. 
Here  are  alfo  an  incredible  number  of 
fmall  boats,  in  which  poor  families  live  all 
their  life-long,  begetting  and  bringing 
up  children,  without  ever  putting  a foot 
on  lliore.  In  theie  they  keep  dogs,  cats, 
hogs,  geefe,  and  other  domeftic  animals, 
both  for  fubfiftance  and  fale.  There  is 
nothing  hmilar  to  this  in  Europe ; for  the 
people  in  this  country  are  fo  exceed- 
ingly numerous,  that  vaif  numbers  of 
families  are  obliged  to  betake  them- 
felves  to  boats  on  the  river  for  want 
of  room  or  the  means  of  fubhhance, 
on  the  land,  where  almoll  every  habi- 
table fpot  is  occupied.  Thefe  boats  are 
very  conveniently  built,  with  arched  covers 
and  tilts  made  of  folid  wood,  or  bamboo 
and  cajan  leaves,  fo  high,  that  the  peo- 
ple can  walk  upright  under  them.  They 
manage  them  very  nimbly,  having  a fcul- 
ling-oar  at  the  ftern,  with  which  they 
make  them  go  furprifingly  fail; ; and  I 
T 3 have 
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have  often  been  amazed  to  fee  with  what 
eafe  and  fafety  they  pafled  one  another. 

The  large  fampans,  for  inland  carriage, 
are  generally  fleered  with  fculls  j for, 
were  they  to  ufe  oars,  there  would  not  be 
room  on  the  river  for  half  their  number. 
They  all  have  long  bamboo  poles,  for  pufh- 
ing  up  along  the  fhore.  Thefe  boats  are 
employed  in  carrying  goods  and  pafTengers 
up  and  down  the  river  and  canals. 

The  fmaller  boats  are  employed  in  fifh- 
ing  with  nets.  Their  fifh  they  fell  or 
barter  for  cloaths,  flefh,  rice,  and  other 
neceflaries.  They  are  always  at  home,  as 
they  carry  their  houfes  along  with  them. 
They  are  miferably  poor;  their  children 
are  very  numerous,  and  go  quite  naked  in 
fummer.  They  are  very  much  tanned,  con- 
tinually crawling  about  the  little  boat,  and 
have  all  of  them  calabafh-fhells  tied  on  their 
backs,  to  ferve  as  buoys  to  preferve  them 
from  drowning  when  they  chance  to  fall 
over-board,  which  frequently  happens. 
When  I was  in  one  of  thefe  boats,  I could 
not  at  firfl  conceive  wliere  they  had 
beds  for  fuch  large  families.  But  I after- 
wards underflood  that  they  are  fixed  below 
the  deck  on  which  they  commonly  tread, 

which 
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which  is  made  of  boards  that  can  be  taken 
up  as  occafion  requires,  and  when  let  down, 
are  jointed  clofely  together.  In  the  hin- 
der-part of  the  boat,  a fliove  is  fixed  for 
drefiing  the  family’s  vidluals  j and  ano- 
ther apartment  for  keeping  their  live  ani- 
mals, which  they  breed  in  great  numbers ; 
and  when  they  have  no  more  room,  they 
hang  them  in  baikets,  which  they  make 
fall  to  the  OLitfide  of  the  boat. 

Thefe  boats  come  crowding  about  the 
European  fhips  at  Wampo,  efpecially  at 
dinner-time,  begging  victuals  from  the 
people  aboard.  In  return  for  which  they 
offer  to  wafh  their  linnen  and  to  do  other 
menial  fervices,  which  they  are  often  en- 
trufted  with.  They  commonly  flock  about 
the  head  of  the  veflels,  left  the  cuftom- 
houfe  officers  in  the  Happo  boats^  who  lie 
at  the  ftern  or  fide,  fhould  hinder  them. 
They  always  make  a great  noife,  gaping 
for  victuals,  and  pointing  to  their  mouths 
to  exprefs  their  hunger,  hold  up  their 
hands,  or  a little  bafket  fixed  to  a bamboo- 
pole,  with  which  they  reach  up  to  thofe 
who  incline  to  give  them  victuals,  or  any 
thing  to  do. 
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Some  of  thefe  boats  have  fmart  young 
girls  aboard,  which  induces  the  faiiors  to 
employ  and  favour  them  j but  the  more 
confiderate  of  us  employ  the  old  diftreffed 
people  that  have  large  families  of  children, 
who,  as  they  are  the  greateft  objefts  of 
charity,  ferve  our  people  better  in  wafh- 
ing,  mending  deaths,  and  the  like,  and 
with  greater  thankfulnefs,  to  thofe  who 
take  compafTion  on  them,  than  the  others. 

It  is  among  thefe  miferable  wuetches, 
that  the  European  faiiors,  taking  advan- 
tage of  their  neceffity,  will  bargain  with  a 
father  and  mother  for  an  embrace  of  their 
daughter.  This  muft  be  done  however 
very  privately,  left  they  Ihould  be  difeo- 
vered  by  the  petty  Mandarines,  who  are 
appointed  to  vifit  often,  and  keep  order 
and  difeipiine  in  their  floating  world. 
Thefe  Mandarines  are  continually  going 
up  and  down  the  river,  fearching  fuch 
boats  as  they  have  any  reafon  to  fufped  j 
and,  in  cafe  an  European  is  caught  in 
them,  with  young  women,  he,  together 
with  the  people  of  the  boat,  muft  undergo 
the  chaftifement  of  the' bamboo,  or  bribe 
the  Mandarine  with  a dollar  or  two  to  let 
them  pafs.  There  are  fome  of  thefe  boats, 

called 
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called  Lob  Lob  boats',  well  flocked  with  a 
number  of  beautiful  young  women,  of 
different  ages,  to  whom  every  body,  Chi- 
nefe  or  European,  may  have  accefs  at  any 
time.  Though  thefe  boats  are  under  the 
jurifdi6lion  of  the  Mandarines,  and  equally 
liable  to  punifhment  with  the  others ; yet 
there  is  fo  good  an  underftanding  between 
the  Mandarines  and  the  proprietors  of 
thefe  boats,  that  they  deal  pretty  exten- 
fively,  and  with  great  fafety  j only  when 
they  difcover  an  European  who  has  a large 
fum  of  money  about  him,  they  lay  their 
heads  together  to  make  the  mofl  of  him.  It 
is  even  faid,  that  the  Mandarines  them- 
felves  are  no  flrangers  to  thefe  boats,  par- 
ticularly when  there  is  any  frefh  goods 
imported.  The  pimps  are  numerous.  If 
^n  European  wants  to  fee  a lady  of  plea- 
sure, it  is  only  fpeaking  to  thefe  fellows, 
who  will  immediately  condu6l  you  in 
a fmall  fampan,  to  a place,  where  your 
wifhes  may  be  gratified.  Thefe  enter- 
prifes,  however,  are  not  always  executed 
without  danger. 

I would  advife  every  one  that  goes  to 
China,  by  all  means  to  beware  of  thefe  wo- 
men, not  only  on  account  of  the  incon- 

veniencies 
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veniencies  before  mentioned,  but  to  avoid 
what  is  infinitely  worfe,  the  danger  of  in- 
fectious difeafes,  which  are  very  common 
amongft  them.  They  are  alfo  fubject  to 
the  feveral  ftages  of  the  venereal  diflem- 
per } which,  either  from  the  frequency  of 
their  proftitution,  the  grofihefs  of  their 
food,  their  ignorance  of  medicine,  or  a 
combination  with  other  difeafes,  ufually 
arrives  at  the  mod;  exafperated  degrees, 
and  puts  a period  to  their  unhappy  lives. 
I have  known  feveral  inftances,  even  in  the 
foundeft  conftitutions,  where  an  infection 
caught  from  thefe  women,  has  been  infi- 
nitely more  rapid  in  its  progrefs  and  fatal 
in  its  effects,  than  in  Europe.  As  to  the 
leprofy,  it  is  not  fo  certain  it  can  be  com- 
municated by  mere  contaCt — Yet  it  is  a 
rifque  to  be  avoided.  Another  confidera- 
tion  ought  to  deter  Europeans  from  inter- 
courfe  with  thefe  proftitutes,  which  is, 
that  a pronenefsto  venery  is  a concomitant 
fymptom  of  this  loathfome  diftemper. 

About  a mile  below  Canton,  by  the  fide  of 
the  river,  there ftands  a large  tree,  which  we 
called  the  leprofy-tree,  the  boughs  whereof 
fpread  very  wide.  According  to  tradition, 
and  the  received  opinion  there,  this  tree 

conveys 
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conveys  a healing  virtue  to  thofe  troubled 
w'ith  the  leprofy,  if  they  fit  fome  months 
under  its  boughs.  Accordingly  numbers 
of  people  flock  thither  from  all  parts ; 
fome  fit  in  little  huts  on  the  ground, 
others  in  fmall  boats  faftened  to  the  water- 
edge,  fo  as  to  be  under  the  boughs  of  the 
tree.  The  fkins  of  fome  of  them  are  as 
black  as  coal,  dried  and  withered  like  a 
leaf  in  autumn ; fome  with  fores  through 
which  you  may  fee  their  bones  j fome  with- 
out their  nofes,  others  without  their  eyes, 
cheeks,  toes  and  fingers ; fome  having  their 
faces  quite  eat  away,  others  their  heads, 
legs  and  arms,  prodigioufly  fwelledj  and 
fome  quite  emaciated,  having  their  bones 
quite  covered  with  putrid  ulcers.  In  fliort 
it  was  the  moft  frightful  and  melancholy 
fight  I had  ever  feen  in  my  life. 

There  is  no  crime  more  ignominious, 
than  for  a Chinefe  woman  to  be  inflru^ 
mental  in  bringing  in  a new  breed  among 
them.  When  they  become  pregnant  there- 
fore, to  an  European  lover,  they  imbrue 
their  hands  in  the  innocent’s  blood,  to  pre- 
vent difcovery.  As  I was  {landing  one  day 
on  the  flairs  of  our  fadlory,  I obferved 
three  new-born  children  floating  by  me. 

which 
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which  having  been  the  illegitimate  off- 
fpring  of  thefe  amours,  I fuppofed  they 
had  thrown  over-board. 

All  the  way  from  the  city  of  Canton, 
where  the  Englifh  factories  are  fituate, 
to  Wampo  where  the  fhips  lie,  which 
is  about  twelve  or  fourteen  miles,  is  a 
moft  agreeable  palTage  by  water.  The 
eye  is  entertained  with  pleafant  green  and 
fruitful  fields  on  each  fide  the  river 
interfperfed  with  villages  and  lofty  Pagodas^ 
or  fteeples,  and  numberlefs  boats  of  all 
fizes  pafling  and  repafling.  One  of  thefe 
Pagodas  is  fituated  clofe  to  the  fide  of  the 
river,  and  called  by  the  Englifh  the  Half- 
way houfe.  Our  feamen  ufually  take  a 
dram  as  foon  as  they  can  fee  through  the 
windows  of  this  Pagoda. 

Good  government  is  not  more  necefiary 
in  any  part  of  the  world,  than  it  is  in  this 
river  j for  which  purpofe  many  fmall  men 
of  war  are  fiationed  at  proper  difiances, 
upon  the  river.  They  are  built  very  long, 
and  can  ufe  a great  number  of  oars  on 
each  fide.  In  every  veflel  a Mandarine 
prefides,  having  under  his  command  a 
8 number 
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number  of  foldiers  and  rowers.  They 
carry  long  fmall  fwivels  not  much  larger 
in  diameter  than  our  Englifh  mulkets; 
thefe  are  placed  at  the  gunnel  and  ftern, 
which  are  covered  with  bamboo  matt  and 
cajan  leaves.  Near  by  the  Mandarine’s 
apartment,  a number  of  inffruments  of 
execution  lie  ready  for  ufe,  fuch  as  fwords, 
pikes,  hatchets,  &c. 

Thefe  vefiels  falute  one  another  as  they 
pafs,  by  ringing  of  gongs^  a fort  of  bellg, 
on  which  they  ftrike  with  a piece  of  wood. 
They  keep  the  other  boats  in  great  awe, 
and  judge  in  every  cafe  that  happens  on 
the  river.  As  I was  returning  to  our  fac- 
tory in  a fmall  boat,  a large  fampan  run 
us  down,  and  ftove  in  the  fide  of  our  boat, 
by  which  we  fhipped  a good  deal  of  wa- 
ter. The  poor  people  on  board,  men, 
women  and  children,  immediately  raifed  a 
hallowing.  The  large  boat  made  from  us 
thinking  to  efcape  with  impunity  j but 
we  followed  as  fall  as  we  could  in  our 
fhattered  condition  till  we  came  along- 
lide  of  a Mandarine’s  fampan,  who  fired, 
and  brought  us  both  to,  fent  an  officer 
aboard  to  examine  our  damage,  and  de- 
creed the  large  fampan  who  run  us  down 

inftantly 
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inftantly  to  pay  three  taels  to  the  poor 
people  in  the  boat  where  I was  j and  then 
dirrniffed  us  both. 

All  European  boats,  and  thofe  of  China 
that  have  European  pafiengers  or  goods 
aboard,  mufl  have  a permit  or  pafs  from 
the  HappOj  which  muft  be  renewed  at 
every  Happo  or  cuftom-houfe  in  their 
paffage.  If  this  pafs  is  negle6led,  the  Eu*- 
ropeans  expofe  themfelves  to  the  infults 
and  threatenings  of  the  haughty  Manda- 
rines, who  imagine  all  foreigners,  of  what 
rank  foever,  to  be  greatly  their  inferiors. 
One  inftance  of  their  haughty  fpirit  which 
occafioned  much  confufion,  and  a ftoppage 
of  all  trade  with  the  Englifh  fa6fory  for 
a little  time,  I was  an  eye  witnefs  of. 
Capt.  C — e of  the  Onflow  drew  his  fword, 
and  threatened  to  chaflife  a petty  cuftom- 
houfe-officer,  who  endeavoured  by  force 
to  fearch  his  fcrutore  as  he  was  pafling  in 
a boat  from  Canton  to  Wampo,  a piece 
of  trouble  our  Captains  and  fupercargoes 
are  ufually  exempted  from.  This  petty 
officer  was  highly  affronted,  and  I dare 
fay  heartily  frightened  too,  at  the  Cap- 
tain’s ufage,  who  was  not  altogether  fo 
blamelefs  as  might  be  wifhed.  The  officer 
2 complained 
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complained  loudly  to  his  fuperiors,  and  no 
doubt  reported  this  affair  with  fome  aggra- 
vations. Whether  the  Mandarines  had  fuf- 
pecled  that  our  Chinefe  Linguift  had  given 
encouragement  to  fuch  proceedings,  or 
was  privy  to  fome  underhand  dealing ; or 
whether,  from  a political  view,  to  make 
the  Engliffi  believe  that  the  offence  was 
greater  than  it  really  was,  I do  not  know  ; 
but  the  poor  Linguift  was  brought  to  the 
fa6tory  loaded  with  irons,  guarded  by  a 
parcel  of  rough  Tartar  foldiers  well  armed, 
and  attended  by  two  Mandarines,  who 
feemed  to  be  in  a violent  paflion.  They 
were  received  by  Capt.  H — ne  and  Mr. 

P r,  the  chief  fupercargoes  of  the  four 

fhips  belonging  to  the  fadlory,  with  all 
the  politenefs  and  i-efpeft  due  to  their 
rank.  The  Linguift,  who  could  fpeak 
pretty  good  Englilh,  reprefented  his  own 
perfonal  fufferings  very  warmly,  and  figni- 
fied  the  demands  of  the  Tfongtou  or  Vice- 
Roy,  by  way  of  fatisfadlion  for  the  infult 
Capt.  C e had  given  to  the  officer  do- 

ing his  duty.  In  the  mean  time  all  trade 
was  ftopt.  It  was  generally  believed,  how- 
ever, to  be  a contrivance  among  fome  petty 
Mandarines  and  Chinefe  merchants,  to 

levy 
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levy  two  or  three  hundred  dollars  upon 
the  fupercargoes,  as  it  is  probable  the 
Tfongtou  knew  nothing  of  the  matter  i but 
they  imagined,  that  making  ufe  of  his 
name,  putting  a flop  to  trade,  and  our 
feeing  the  apparent  diftrefs  of  the  Linguift, 
and  foldiers  crowding  about  our  faftory, 
would  infallibly  frighten  our  people  into 
a compliance  with  their  meafures.  Capt. 

O e was  then  in  his  apartment  in  the 

fa(51ory,  who,  obferving  the  Mandarines 
come  with  the  Linguid  in  irons,  attended 
by  armed  foldiers,  was  not  a little  fur- 
prifed,  and  at  a lofs  to  conceive  their  de- 
fign.  And  it  would  feem  that  he  was  ap- 
prehenfive  of  perfonal  danger,  as  he  kept 
clofely  in  his  room,  with  his  fword  drawn, 
and  a pair  of  loaded  piftols  lying  ready 
before  him  on  his  table.  The  fuptr- 
cargoes,  however,  infilled  on  waiting  on 
the  Tfongtou  to  fettle  the  matter  before  him, 
which  the  Mandarines  artfully  evaded  a 
long  time.  At  laft  they  confented,  and 
even  agreed  on  the  precife  time  of  getting 
an  audience  of  the  Tfongtou.  But  as  the 
fupercargoes  were  going  into  the  city  for 
that  purpofe,  attended  by  Mr.  Flint  the 
company’s  agent,  they  were  met  by  feveral 

Chinefe 
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Chinefe  merchants  % who  told  them,  that 
they  had  already  accommodated  the  affair 
with  the  Tfongtou^-—Ai\it  on  what  condi^ 
tions  I could  never  learn. 

The  Mandarine  pleafure-boats  on  the 
liver  are  very  grand,  and  diftinguifhed 
from  all  others  by  their  yellow  colours, 
and  their  being  painted  all  over  with  the 
figures  of  dragons,  lyons,  tygers,  &c. 
They  make  fometimes  grand  proceffions 
on  the  water,  particularly  when  the  fjong- 
ton  goes  down  the  river  to  facrihce.  He 
is  then  attended  by  his  guards,  a band  of 
mufick,  and  all  the  Mandarines  in  their 
robes  of  ftate.  Each  boat  is  diftinguifhed 
from  another,  by  colours  flying,  marked 
with  their  feveral  dignities.  On  thefe  oc- 
cafions  it  is  amazing  to  fee  the  clear  paffage 
that  the  fwarms  of  boats  on  the  river 
make  for  this  proceflion.  If  the  parade 
happens  in  the  night,  or  after  it  is  dark, 
they  have  not  only  a great  number  of 
magnificent  lanthorns  hung  up  in  all  parts 
within  thefe  boats,  but  long  firings  of 

* Four  of  the  Merchants  names  are  TucijhaWt  Um- 
fuOf  Siumqua,  and  Giqua, 

U laoipg 
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lamps  floating  on  the  furface  of  the  water 
on  each  fide  of  the  river,  which  make  a 
rnofl  fplendid  fliew. 

Every  houfe,  fhip,  fampan,  and  even  fifh- 
ing-boat,  has  adomeftic  god  to  guard  themj 
to  him  they  pay  adoration  morning  and 
evening.  Before  each  deity  a fmall  fquare 
table  is  placed,  covered  over  with  wood- 
afhes,  into  which  fmall  furrows  are  drawn. 
Thefe  furrows  are  filled  with  powder  of 
putchok,  or  radix  dulcis,  mixed  with  the 
powder  of  fandal,  myrrh,  and  olibanum. 
When  the  compofition  is  fired,  it  gives  a 
moderate  but  pleafant  fmoke  and  fmell  for 
twenty  four  hours  together,  without  re- 
newing it. 

Great  numbers  of  canals  are  cut  from 
the  river  'T’a  through  the  fields  for  watering 
the  rice-giound,  and  for  the  conveniency 
of  fmall  boats  pafling  into  the  interior 
parts  of  the  country.  There  are  likewife 
in  thefe  canals  large  fiat-bottomed  boats, 
for  breeding  ducks  for  fale,  and  for  weeding 
the  rice  fields.  In  the  flat-bottomed  boats, 
there  are  three  or  four  apartments  above 
each  other  j on  the  uppermofl:  the  ducks 
hatch  their  eggs  j in  the  lower  they  fit 

with 
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with  their  brood.  The  he-duck  or  drake, 
at  the  call  of  a fort  of  whiffle,  drives  the 
young  ones  into  the  water,  and  goes  before 
them  to  fhew  the  way.  A piece  of  board 
is  faflened  to  the  fide,  to  let  them  have 
accefs  into  the  boatj  which  ferves  as  a 
bridge  for  the  young  ducklings  to  go  out 
and  come  in  by.  The  old  ducks  are  fo 
well  trained,  that,  on  the  mafler  of  the 
boat  winding  his  whiffle,  the  whole  flock 
will  follow  him  into  the  rice-grounds  he 
is  employed  to  weed,  and  eat  up  frogs 
and  fuchinfedts  as  would  hinder  the  grov/th 
of  the  grain.  About  noon  he  winds  his 
whiffle  again,  on  which  they  all  repair  on 
board  their  own  veflel  in  good  order.  The 
old  ducks  divide  into  two  parties  j one 
guards  the  fide,  leff  any  ffranger  duck 
fhould  enter  with  their  own  tribe;  the 
other  guards  the  rear,  to  fee  that  none  is 
left  behind ; and,  when  all  are  embarked, 
the  old  guardians  enter,  and  take  their 
proper  pofts.  I was  really  furprifed  to  fee 
their  order  and  oeconomy. 

As  we  came  up  the  river  with  our  large 
fliips  we  were  entertained  with  a view  of 
the  magnificent  and  fplendid  tombs  of  the 
Chinefe  grandees.  At  Wampo,  where  the 
U 2 European 
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European  (liips  generally  anchor,  there  arc 
great  numbers  of  them.  Near  to  this 
place  is  a fmall  fpot  called  French-lfand^ 
where  all  the  Europeans  bury  their  dead  5 
and  adjacent  to  that,  another  called  Pcw- 
der-lfland^  from  the  Europeans  being  in 
ufe  to  dry  their  powder,  &c.  upon  it.  This 
laft  is  very  fmall,  and  uninhabited.  But 
the  former  is  full  of  houfes  and  inhabi- 
tants, who  are  very  undifciplined  and 
thievifh.  Here  the  Europeans  often  refort 
for  their  recreation  ; and  are  frequently 
infulted,  and  even  robbed  by  thefe  mif- 

creants.  Capt.  C e,  who  ufed  to  go 

thither  every  morning  to  take  a walk 
by  himfelf,  had  one  day  the  misfortune  to 
meet  with  a parcel  of  thefe  unhofpitable 
fellows,  who  beat  him  mod:  unmercifully, 
robbed  him  of  his  fword,  cane,  watch,  &c, 
and  were  going  to  cut  off  his  finger  for 
the  fake  of  a gold  ring  that  could  not  eafily 
be  drawn  off,  which  the  Captain,  for  the 
fake  of  his  finger,  was  glad  to  help  them  to. 
After  they  had  beat  and  ftripped  him, 
they  permitted  him  to  go  to  the  water- 
fide,  where  his  boat  waited  to  receive  him. 
The  Captain  made  a heavy  complaint  to 
the  Mandarine,  and  demanded  redrefs. 

He 
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He  promifed  to  do  his  utmofb  to  detect 
the  villains  j but  without  fuccefs.  The 
Captain,  . naturally  of  a warm  and 
paffionate  temper,  was  now  almoft  mad 
with  revenge.  He  fixed  feveral  final!  fwi- 
vels  on  his  long-boat,  carried  all  his  men 
afhore  to  the  ifland  well  armed,  drew  them 
up  in  rank  and  file,  exercifed  them, 
and  at  their  head  marched  round  the 
ifland,  but  without  meeting  any  of  the 
Chinefe  robbers.  Had  our  little  Britifh 
army  met  with  the  thieves,  they  would 
doubtlefs  foon  have  fallen  vidlims  to 
the  Captain’s  refentment ; but  he  was 
obliged  only  to  gaze  on  French-towny  and 
return  home,  without  doing  any  execu- 
tion. And  indeed  it  was  lucky  that  this 
affair  went  no  further ; for,  had  a battle 
enfued,  in  all  probability  the  Mandarines 
at  Canton  would  not  have  been  fatisfied 
with  lefs  than  the  Captain’s  life. 

A little  below  the  town  of  Wampo, 
which  is  about  twelve  or  fourteen  miles 
below  Canton,  there  is  a large  field  of 
rice,  interfperfed  with  rifing  grounds, 
which  is  generally  overflowed  at  high  wa- 
ter j where  the  European  fhips  commonly 
U 3 bargain 
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bargain  with  a compr adore  or  fatler,  to  furs 
nifh  them  with  victuals  and  other  necefla- 
ries  during  their  flay.  Thefe  people  build 
a houfe  for  each  fhip,  on  one  of  thefe 
pieces  of  rifing  ground  clofe  by  the  water- 
edge.  They  are  called  by  us  bankfalls.  In 
thefe  we  depofite  the  rigging  and  yards  of 
the  vefTel,  chefts,  water-calks,  and  every 
thing  that  incommodes  us  aboard.  In 
thefe  alfo  we  kill  frelh  provifions,  and  per- 
form every  other  bufinefs  that  cannot  be 
done  fo  conveniently  aboard.  Each  bank- 
fall  is  guarded  by  a number  of  the  Ihip’s 
company,  well-armed,  day  and  night,  who 
are  under  the  command  of  a mate  or  mid- 
Ihipman,  called  the  captain  of  the  bank- 
fall.  This  officer  ought  to  be  very  alert, 
in  placing  the  centinels,  in  taking  particu- 
lar care  to  prevent  them  from  lleeping, 
and  that  no  poft  is  left  vacant ; for  other- 
wife  the  bankfall  may  be  robbed  by  a wild, 
and  thievilh  people,  who  are  always  lurk- 
ing about  them  in  boats,  or  in  the  paddy  or 
rice-ground,  watching  an  opportunity. 
Thefe  often  make  bold  and  impudent  at- 
tempts to  plunder  them.  I knew  an  in- 
flance  of  their  getting  into  the  back-door 
of  the  bankfall,  by  crauling  on  all-fours 

among 
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among  a parcel  of  hogs,  which  go  about 
the  fwamps  or  paddy  ground,  and  carrying 
away  brafs  kettles,  pieces  of  meat,  and  any 
trifles  they  could  get  at.  Nay,  they  will 
even  Ideal  before  your  face,  when  they  fee 
a probability  of  getting  away  before  you 
can  lay  hold  of  them.  During  our  flay, 
they  were  once  bold  enough  to  take  the 
mulket  out  of  a centinel’s  hand,  when  he 
was  a little  drowfy,  and  to  prefent  it  at  him, 
which  foon  made  him  retire,  and  gave 
them  an  opportunity  of  ftealing. 

Our  people  at  firfl:  believed,  that  we 
might  fire  upon  any  Chinefe  who  appear- 
ed about  our  bankfalls  after  ten  at  night. 
But  an  accident  foon  happened,  which 
convinced  us  we  were  miftaken.  One 
evening  a centinel  at  a Danifh  bankfall 
fired  at  one  of  thefe  thieves  as  he  was  ap- 
proaching, and  fhot  him  dead.  His  ac- 
complices immediately  fled  to  their  boats, 
or  the  rice-ground  j and  the  dead  body 
lay  for  feveral  days  before  the  bankfall, 
without  the  leafl:  notice  being  taken  of  it. 
At  lafl:  the  mandarine  of  that  diftricd,  who 
had  made  a report  of  the  affair  to  the 
ffongtou,  ordered  a coffin  to  be  made  for 
the  dead  body,  into  which  it  was  put,  and 
U 4 ordered 
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ordered  it  to  lie  before  the  Danifli  bankfall 
feveral  days  more.  This  affair  created  a 
great  mifunderftanding  between  the  Danes 
and  the  Mandarines  who  exprefsly  de- 
manded the  delinquent  to  be  delivered  up  j 
which  the  Danes  were  forced  to  comply 
with.  I left  Canton  before  the  affair  was 
concluded  j but  am  fince  informed  that 
the  Mandarines  reffored  him  to  the  Danes 
the  year  following. 


The  Chinefe  are  fo  cautious  to  preferve 
the  lives  of  the  fubjedfs,  that  they  do  not 
execute  the  moft  enormous  criminal,  till 
the  fentence  is  ratified  by  the  Emperor 
himfelf ; which  occafions  great  delay  in 
• the  execution  of  the  law.  In  Nan- 
kin and  Pekin,  the  prifons  are  always 
crowded  J and  the  lives  of  the  prifoners 
are  rendered  fo  miferable,  by  the  extreme 
want  and  torture  they  muff  fuffer  before 
their  fentence  arrives  from  court,  that  moft 
of  them  with  for  death  before  it  comes. 
I have  been  told  that  30,000  are  fometimes 
executed  in  a month,  at  the  clearing  of 
their  prifons,  which  is  done  once  in  three 
years;  and  about  half  that  number  re- 
prieved. 


The 
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The  deteftable  crimes  of  fodomy  and 
beftiality  prevail  at  Canton  and  all  the 
fouthern  provinces  of  China,  where,  fome 
fay,  it  is  either  tolerated  by  law,  or  con- 
nived at  by  cuftom.  I have  known  feveral 
merchants  and  people  of  fafliion  keep 
little  boys  about  them,  with  whom,  my 
Chinefe  friends  told  me,  they  committed 
that  execrable  crime.  Thefe  boys  are 
called  Pancheuts,  and  the  Chinefe  who 
keep  them  are  fonder  of  them  than  of 
women.  Their  women  too,  who  are  by 
this  means  deprived  of  their  hulband's 
embraces,  betake  themfelves  alfo  to  unna- 
tural pradlices, 

The  Chinefe  excel  the  Europeans  in  no- 
thing more  than  in  the  art  of  cheating. 
When  they  have  any  point  to  manage  in 
which  their  intereft  is  concerned,  no  people 
know  better  how  to  infinuate  themfelves  in- 
to the  good  opinion  of  thofe  they  mean  to 
take  an  advantage  of,  or  to  improve  an  op- 
portunity of  doing  it  to  the  utmoff.  Nor 
will  they  decline  the  moft  hazardous  un- 
dertaking when  they  have  gain  in  their 
view.  They  are  indeed  very  cunning, 

malicious 
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malicious  and  deceitful  j all  their  revenge 
is  managed  fecretly ; and  they  can  not  only 
diflemble  their  malice,  but  feem  patient 
even  to  infenfibility,  till  they  have  a fa- 
vourable opportunity  to  ftrike  home.  They 
apply  themfelves  afliduoufly  to  difcover  the 
inclinations,  humours,  and  tempers  of 
thafe  they  deal  with,  and  will  keep  up  a 
fair  appearance  of  friendlhip  to  their 
greateft  enemies. 

Though  there  are  not  wanting  inftances 
among  them  of  fair  dealers,  of  open  gene- 
rous ufage  to  ftrangers,  and  of  fidelity 
not  to  be  corrupted  j yet  the  generality 
of  them  will  make  no  fcruple  of  impofing 
upon  you,  and  are  fo  far  from  being  afha- 
med  of  it  when  detedled,  that  they  often 
laugh  at  thofe  they  have  bubbled.  Indeed 
an  European  always  runs  a great  rifque 
of  being  cheated  if  he  trufts  to  his  own 
judgment ; and  if  he  employs  a Chinefe 
broker,  as  is  often  done,  the  broker  and 
merchant  will  fometimes  combine  to  de- 
ceive him.  I myfelf  once  bought  a piece 
of  fluff  for  waiftcoats  and  breeches  j with- 
out looking  over  the  whole  of  it,  ima- 
gining 


An  Account  of  Canton,  299 

gining  it  was  aU  alike  j and  fpot  it  to  my 
taylor ; but  was  much  furprifed  on  his 
bringing  them  home,  to  find  my  waiftcoats 
of  different  colours,  and  different  fubflan- 
ces.  A gentleman  of  my  acquaintance 
went  into  a goldfmith’s  fhop,  with  an 
intention  to  buy  a gold  head  for  his  cane ; 
the  goldfmith  had  none  of  the  pattern  he 
wanted,  in  that  metal,  though  he  had  one 
of  them  in  filver,  but  defired  him  to  call 
in  a day  or  two,  and  he  fhpuld  have  one. 
He  called,  received  the  head,  paid  for  it, 
and  had  it  put  pn  his  cane.  The  gentle- 
man, however,  fince  my  arrival  in  Eng- 
land, informed  me  that  his  fuppofed  gold 
head  proves  to  be  a filver  one,  and  in  all 
likelihood  the  fame  he  was  fhown  in  the 
fhop,  by  which  he  had  defired  that  the 
gold  one  might  be  made.  When  I have 
been  in  the  merchant-fhops,  I have  fre- 
quently had  my  handkerchiefs,  fans,  and 
ftaffs,  flolen  from  me  j and  when  I pre- 
fumed to  demand  them  again,  they  would 
fall  a laughing  at  me,  without  giving  me 
any  kind  of  fatisfadtion.  To  ufe  vio- 
lence, I perceived,  was  in  vain,  and 
would  be  only  making  a bad  affair  worfe. 

I 
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^ knew  a poor  failor,  who  pulled  out  his 
porfe  to  count  a few  dollars  which  he  had 
got  that  morning  from  the  purfer  at  40  per 
cent,  in  order  to  provide  a little  tea,  &c. 
for  his  homeward  paflage.  A Chinefe  ob- 
ferving  him,  fnatches  the  purfe  out  of  his 
hand,  runs  o^.and  the  failor  after  him. 
And  though  feveral  Chinefe  faw  the  rob- 
bery, yet  not  one  of  them  offered  to  flop 
the  thief,  but,  on  the  contrary,  fell  a 
laughing  at  the  Englifhman’s  fimplicity  in 
pretending  to  recover  it.  At  lafl  the  Chi- 
iiefe  man,  finding  he  was  near  overtaken, 
dropped  the  purfe  j on  which  the  poor  tar 
flopped  to  take  it  up;  but,  to  his  great 
grief  and  mortification,  he  found  only  one 
dollar  left.  Thus  the  poor  failor  was 
robbed  of  his  money.  Had  he  overtaken 
the  thief,  it  is  more  than  probable  the  mob 
would  have  refcued  the  villain,  and  fent 
home  the  poor  failor  half  dead  with  blows 
to  the  fa6lory  ; for  the  mob  are  often  fo 
infolent,  that  they  behave  to  ftrangers,  as 
if  there  were  neither  law  nor  government 
in  the  country  ; excepting  when  a Man- 
darine paffes  by,  and  then  they  are  all 
htifh,  and  ftand  afide  with  their  eyes  fixed 
on  the  ground. 


There 


An  Account  tf  Canton.  301 

There  is  no  body  to  complain  to  on  thefe 
occafions,  but  the  Englifh  Linguift,  who 
always  pretends  that  he  cannot  find  out 
the  aggrdfor  j or,  if  he  is  found,  that  he 
denies  the  charge.  By  fuch  trifling  rea- 
fons,  he  evades  the  trouble  he  ought  to 
take,  and  would  make  one  believe  that  he 
is  either  bribed,  or  receives  a (hare  in  the 
booty. 

At  Wampo,  where  the  fhips  lie,  num* 
bers  of  petty  merchants  in  their  boats  come 
about  them  felling  vidluals.  Some  of  thefe 
fellows  came  along-fide  our  veflel  one  day, 
bought  feveral  things  of  the  men,  and, 
among  the  reft,  a pair  of  breeches,  for 
which  they  gave  him  three  dollars.  The 
boat  was  no  fooner  gone,  than  the  money 
was  fufpe6led.  As  all  money  goes  by 
weight  there,  the  dollars  were  cut  down, 
and  difcovered  to  be  made  of  bafe  metal 
called  tutanagiie^  and  to  have  only  a thin 
plate  of  filver  over  them,  whereon  the  arms 
and  motto  were  as  exadly  done  as  on  a 
good  dollar.  The  fame  fellows  came  to 
our  ftiip  next  morning,  when  they  were 
laid  hold  of,  and  tied  to  the  great  guns, 
till  the  Mandarine  ftiould  be  informed  of 

the 
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the  matter.  When  they  found  therafelve^ 
fecured,  they  immediately  offered  to  change 
the  dollars^  being  prodigioufly  frightened 
at  the  profpe6l  of  the  punifliment  they  fo 
juftly  defer, ved.  Next  day,  the  Mandarinej 
who  vifits  all  the  Ihips  in  the  morning, 
came  on  board.  Our  chief  mate  laid  the 
affair  before  him,  and  told  him  that  as 
fuch  a crime  would  be  punifhed  with 
death  in  Europe,  he  therefore  hoped  that 
he  would  not  entirely  overlook  it.  The 
Mandarine  immediately  fentenced  them  to 
be  bambooed  by  four  of  his  fervants.  The 
manner  of  the  punifhment  is  this.  The  cri- 
minals were  laid  flat  on  their  face  j one 
man  fat  on  their  necks,  another  on  their 
legs,  to  prevent  them  from  moving  j and 
two  executioners,  one  on  each  fide  a cri- 
minal, lays  heartily  on  their  buttocks  with 
large  pieces  of  wood,  by  turns,  as  fall:  as 
poffible.  As  the  delinquents  had  only  thin 
trowfers  upon  their  breech,  they  mufl: 
have  felt  the  blows  feverely.  They  cried 
defperately,  but  could  not  ftir,  being  held 
faft  by  the  two  men  that  were  placed  on 
their  necks  and  limbs.  The  Mandarine 
flood  over  them,  and,  thinking  that  one 

of 
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of  the  executioners  did  not  do  his  duty 
fufficiently,  or  to  fhew  his  willingnefs  to 
give  fatisfa6tion  as  far  as  the  laws  of  his 
country  would  permit  him,  he  delired  us  to 
give  him  a large  rattan  j upon  which 
he  tucked  up  his  long  fleeves,  held  back 
his  gown  with  his  left  hand,  and  laid  on 
without  mercy,  till  he  made  the  blood 
ooze  from  their  buttocks.  As  the  Man- 
darine was  a tall  lufty  man,  I dare  fay  his 
ftrokes  were  very  heavy.  When  he  was 
almoft  out  of  breath,  he  defifted,  and  the 
criminals  immediately  turning  on  their 
knees,  and,  crying  and  trembling,  bowed 
their  heads  feveral  times  to  the  ground, 
and  thanked  him  for  his  kind  corre6tion. 
He  then  ordered  them  to  be  carried  to 
Wampo,  and,  in  the  mod:  public  place  of 
the  town,  to  be  chained,  together  with  fe- 
veral other  malefactors,  with  a wooden 
collar  about  their  necks,  and  a paper  palled 
upon  it  exprelTmg  their  crimes.  Thefe 
collars  are  about  three  feet  fquare,  made 
of  two  boards,  having  a femicircular  va- 
cancy on  each  fide,  which,  when  joined, 
exactly  fit  the  neck.  They  may  fit,  but 
cannot  lie  down  with  them.  I have  feen 
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a fcore  of  them  fitting  at  once  oppofite  our 
fa6tory. 

Every  perfon  in  dealing  with  the  Chi- 
nefe,  fhould  thoroughly  infpe6l  their  goods, 
and  fhould  be  particularly  careful  of  their 
weights  and  meafures.  You  muft  careful- 
ly obferve  that  the  beam  be  not  longer  on 
one  fide  than  the  other.  Some  of  them 
have  holes  or  notches  at  each  end  of  the 
beam,  by  which  they  can,  by  hanging  the 
fcales  in  the  one  or  the  other,  diminifh  or 
increafe  the  weight ‘confider ably  : in  others 
the  beams  may  be  pulled  out  or  contradfed 
on  one  fide : but  that  which  is  leafl  dif- 
cernible,  and  moft  apt  to  deceive  you,  is, 
when  the  nut  or  centre  of  the  beam  is  made 
to  Aide,  which  they  can  do  by  a flight  of 
hand  not  eafily  obferved.  It  is,  indeed, 
fo  difficult  to  know  all  their  tricks,  that 
you  cannot  be  thoroughly  fafe,  unlefs 
you  weigh  every  thing  after  them  in  En- 
glifh  fcales,  Thofe,  alfo,  who  have  con- 
fided in  their  package  have  been  no  lefs 
deceived,  than  thofe  who  have  trufted  to 
their  weights.  They  have  found  chefts, 
boxes,  tubs,  and  caniffers  fo  exadtly  imi- 
tated 
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tated  and  marked,  with  damaged  goods, 
or  things  of  little  value,  and  put  in  the 
place  of  frefh  goods,  that  our  people 
made  no  doubt  that  all  was  right,  till 
they  found  out  the  deception  upon  theic 
unpacking  them  in  England. 

Amoy,  another  town  N.  E.  of  Canton^ 
in  the  province  of  Fokten^  was  formerly 
much  ufed  by  the  Europeans.  But  the 
extortion  of  the  Mandarins  at  that  place, 
is  now  grown  to  fuch  a height,  that  our 
European  merchants  reap  little  profit  by 
trading  thither.  Another  reafon  why  the 
European  merchants  frequent  Canton,  is, 
that  whole  fleets  may  be  freighted  there  in 
a fhort  time,  without  running  the  hazard 
of  being  retarded  till  the  Monfoons  fet  in, 
by  which  their  voyage  might  be  protradled 
till  another  feafon.  Many  of  the  great  mer- 
chants at  Amoy  come  to  Canton  to  deal 
with  the  Europeans. 

It  is  abfolutely  neceflary  for  every  fhip 
bound  to  Canton,  to  fettle  preliminaries 
with  the  HappoeSy  or  commiffioners  of  the 
cuftoms,  before  they  go  far  up  the  river, 
or  at  leafl:  before  they  begin  to  unload  any 
goods,  otheiwife  they  will  be  mofl:  into- 

ierably 
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lerabty  impofed  upon.  And  it  is  of  dan- 
gerous confequence  to  let  the  Chinefe 
know  the  full  value  of  the  fhip’s  car- 
go j at  leaf!:,  it  is  neceflary  to  conceal  part 
of  the  bullion,  &c. 

Mr.  James  Flint,  an  Englilhman,  who 
has  refided  at  Canton  lince  he  was  a boy, 
and  who  a6fs  as  the  company’s  agent  there, 
for  which  he  has  90  tael"^  allowed  him 
from  every  Ihip,  fpeaks  the  Chinefe  lan- 
guage, is  acquainted  with  all  their  cuf- 
toms,’'  and,  when  no  Englifh  fhips  are  at 
that  port,  he  drelTes  in  the  Chinefe  man- 
ner, and  wears  a long  lock  of  hair  like  a 
native.  He  is  yet  no  very  old  man,  and 
I believe  is  now  more  of  a Chinefe  than  an 
Englilliman.  His  chief  employment  is  to 
be  fubfervient  to  the  fupercargoes,  in  in- 
terpreting, But  it  is  obferved,  that  he 
is  under  fuch  awe  of  the  Chinefe  Manda- 
rines, or  fo  much  a Chinefe  himfelf,  that 
he  cannot  affwme  that  native  boldnefs  or 
bravery  peculiar  to  a Briton,  in  defending 
the  rights,  or  demanding  juftice  for  his 
countrymen. When  we  were  there*  he 

* He  was  in  England  in  1744,  when  the  above  fala- 
ty  was  fettled  on  Him; 

drefled 
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dreffed  after  the  Englifh  fafhion,  and  re- 
lided  in  an  Englifh  fa6tory,  attended  by  a 
Chinefe  fervant. 

As  foon  as  the  European  fhips  come  to 
an  anchor  at  Wampo,  a couple  of  Happo 
or  cuftomhoufe  boats,  are  placed  on  each 
fide  of  them,  to  fee  that  nothing  is  fmug- 
gled  out  of  or  into  the  fhip.  They  fearch 
every  cheft,  &c,  that  they  fufpecl,  and 
fometimes  even  our  pockets  don’t  efcape 
them.  Yet  I have  feen  many  fmall  things 
carried  aboard  without  their  notice ; fuch 
zs  gongs  bows,  arrows,  and  other  things 

that  are  ftriftly  prohibited  to  be  export- 
ed ; and  fometimes  the  Chinefe  themfelves 
affift  our  people  in  bringing  them  on 
board. 

We  have  already  obferved,  that  all  boats, 
whether  our  own  or  thofe  of  the  Chinefe, 
that  go  from  our  fhips  or  Bankfalls  with 
European  goods  or  paffengers  aboard, 
bound  for  the  fa6lory,  muft  have  a chop 
or  permit  from  a cuftomhoufe  officer; 
which  muft  be  renewed  at  every  cuftom- 
houfe in  their  way.  There  are.  three  Hap- 
po or  cuftom-houfes  between  Wampo  and 

* A curious  whiftle. 
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Canton,  fituated  by  the  river  fide,  diftin- 
.guifhed  by  having  the  emperor’s  yellow 
colours  hoifled  upon  a long  pole  before 
the  door.  The  boat  muft  call  at  each  of 
thefe  Happo  houfes,  to  renew  the  chopy 
the  fhip’s  pinnace,  however,  or  other  boat, 
having  a captain  or  fupercargo  aboard, 
is  allowed  to  pafs  without  being  obliged 
to  flop  at  any  of  thefe  Happo  houfes. 

After  the  fupercargoes  have  agreed  with 
the  Happo  with  regard  to  the  duty,  and 
with  the  merchants  about  the  prices  of 
goods  aboard,  and  what  kinds  of  Chinefe 
goods  are  wanted  to  load  with  j then  the 
cuftomhoufe  retinue  come  aboai'd,  mca- 
fure  the  fhip,  and  weigh  and  take  an  ac- 
count of  all  the  goods,  which  are  imme- 
diately fent  up  to  the  fadtbry,  or  to  the 
merchant’s  houfe  who  purchafes  them,  in 
a large  fampan. 

To  prevent  any  embezzlement,  there  are 
two  or  three  of  the  Ihips  company,  well 
armed,  fent  along  with  the  goods,  and  a 
- Chinefe  cuftom-houfe  officer  on  behalf  of 
the  Happo.  After  they  arrive,  and  are  un- 
loaded, the  merchant  weighs  them  over 
again  j and  the  fupercargoes  after  them  in 
Englilh  fcales. 


The 
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The  Chinefe  merchants  having  agreed 
to  provide  fuch  goods  as  are  wanted,  in 
particular  quantities,  at  a fixed  price,  and 
to  have  all  ready  againfi:  a certain  time  j 
the  fupercargoes  attend,  view  and  tafte 
the  goods,  and  order  every  cheft  to  be 
packed,  tared,  weighed  and  marked  j 
upon  which  they  are  carried  from  the 
Chinefe  merchant’s  warehoufe  to  the 
factory. 

Thefe  warehoufes  are  commonly  large, 
full  of  teas  ftanding  in  balkets  as  they  are 
brought  from  the  field  It  is  packed  in 
chefiis  lined  ,with  fheeNlead,  to  keep  it 
from  wet  or  damps,  which  would  entire- 
ly fpoil  it.  I have  feen  200  cowlies  or 
porters,  all  naked  to  the  middle,  packing 
and  treading  the  tea  in  chefls.  T wo  of 
them  get  in  to  a cheft  together,  and  tread 
it  down  as  it  is  filled.  I make  no  doubt, 
but  that  if  fome  nice  Britifh  ladies  were 
to  fee  fome  of  thefe  cowlies^  with  their  naf- 
ty  feet  and  legs,  perform  this  ofiice,  they 
would  be  apt  to  lofe  conceit  of  their  be- 
loved plant. 

* Only  the  coarfer  teas  are  here  meant  j fine  Hyfon 
is  never  unpacked. 

X 3 The 
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The  porcelaine  or  china  warehoufes  are 
generally  very  fpacious,  and  contain  large 
quantities  of  china,  of  all  fizes  and  figures, 
fit  for  the  European  market.  The  fuper- 
cargoes  attend  the  packing  of  this  article 
too  y for,  if  a ftri(51;  eye  is  not  kept  upon 
them,  they  will  fometimes  put  up  china 
cracked,  broken,  or  of  an  inferior  quali- 
ty. They  have  even  gone  fo  far  as  to  fill 
up  chefts  with  flones  or  bricks,  in  place 
of  the  fineft  commodities  j which  has  not 
been  difcovered  till  they  were  opened  in 
England. 


If  the  chefls  are  not  fent  immediately 
to  the  faffory,  or  to  the  fliips,  after  they 
are  packed,  it  is  abfolutely  necefTary  to 
fend  a man  or  two  to  watch  them  in  the 
merchant’s  warehoufe,  otherwife  they  may 
be  fubjedl  to  great  abufe  j and  there  muft 
be  a guard  on  them  all  the  way  to  the 
fnips. 

The  cuftom-houfe  officers  muff  alfo  be 
bribed  with  prefents  now  and  then,  other- 
wife  they  become  very  troublefome.  It  is 
beft  to  feed  them  from  time  to  time  with 
fmall  prefents  j for  if  you  give  them  one 
ever  fo  large,  it  will  foon  be  forgot,  un-^ 
lefs  their  memories  are  frequently  refrefh- 

ed 
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ed  by  another.  In  fliort,  it  requires  a 
grear  deal  of  patience  and  cunning  to  trade 
with  the  Chinefe.  An  equal  temper, 
and  a fmooth  tongue,  are  qualifications 
abfolutely  neceffary  for  a fupercargo;  for 
they  muff  be  dealt  with  in  the  fame  craf- 
ty manner  that  they  deal  with  others. 

A private  trader,  that  buys  a quantity 
of  goods  in  chefts,  tubs,  or  boxes,  mufl 
get  a clearance  from  the  merchants,  to  en- 
able him  to  get  his  goods  aboard,  for 
which  he  pays  a fmall  matter  extraordina- 
ry. The  merchant  writes  his  name,  or 
pafles  a fmall  bit  of  printed  paper  upon 
the  chefl,  &c.  by  which  the  Mandarines, 
who  weigh  all  the  company’s  goods  as  they 
are  diipp’d  off,  know  what  merchant  to 
debit  for  the  duty  ; which  they  colledf  at 
their  leifure.  The  chefts,  boxes,  &c.  that 
have  the  merchants  chof)  or  mark  are  fel- 
dom  opened ; yet  I have  fometimes  feen 
even  thefe  infpecfed  by  the  Mandarines, 
on  fufpicion  that  they  contained  goods  of 
greater  value  than  they  were  marked  at. 
When  a fraud  is  detedled,  I know  not 
exactly  how  they  fettle  matters,  but  it  is 
probable  the  merchant  is  fined. 

X 4 
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A private  man  who  picks  up  trifling 
articles  here  and  there,  mufl;  colle6l  them 
in  a chefl:  before  they  are  fent  aboard  j and 
ufe  his  interefl:  with  the  Linguifl:,  or  one 
of  the  cuflomhoufe  retinue,  to  take  a note 
of  fuch  things  as  pay  duty,  who  will  car- 
ry it  before  the  Happo,  along  with  the  key 
of  the  chefl:  j and  if  the  Happo  put  his 
mark  upon  it,  the  chefl:  pafles  without 
further  trouble,  and  the  key  is  returned. 
All  goods,  in  chefts,  &c.  mufl:  have  the 
Mappds  chop  or  mark  upon  them,  other- 
wife  they  will  be  fei2ied. 

Every  thing  is  fold  by  weight  in  China, 
flefh,  fowls,  fruits,  rice,  &c.  and  even  li- 
quids. To  increafe  the  weight,  I have 
known  them  cram  their  poultry  with 
ffones  and  gravel.  For  w'hen  we  left  Chi- 
na, we  bought  a number  of  geefe,  ducks, 
hens,  &c.  that  were  fo  fluffed  and  cram- 
med with  gravel  to  increafe  their  weight, 
that  one  half  of  them  died  before  we  could 
ufe  them. 

The  Chinefe  won’t  fcruple  exchanging  a 
live  hog  for  a dead  one,  if  the  latter  is  a 
little  larger  3 for  they  like  them  as  well 
when  they  die  of  a difcemper,  as  when 

killed 
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killed  by  a butcher.  For  this  purpofe  they 
will  fometimes  give  fiich  hogs  as  we  pur- 
chafe  a dofe  to  kill  them  foon  after  they 
are  brought  aboard  j and  when  we  are 
obliged  to  throw  them  away,  they  will 
take  them  up,  and  fell  them  over  again 
to  their  own  people.  An  inftance  of  this 
kind  happened  to  us.  We  had  a cow  aboard 
which  we  had  brought  from  Batavia,  that 
had  calved  in  our  pafiage  ; but  we  foon 
found  that  one  of  the  Chinefe  cuftom- 
houfe  officers  had  found  means  to  give 
them  fomething  that  killed  both  of  them. 
When  we  threw  them  over-board,  we  faw 
the  fellow  whom  we  had  fuipedled  to  have 
poifoned  them,  with  his  accomplices,  take 
them  up  into  their  boat. 

One  day,  a bullock  dying  at  our  bank- 
fall,  we  were  at  the  trouble  to  bury  it  in 
a fwamp,  and  to  keep  a watch  over  it  two 
days,  by  which  time  we  imagined  the  car- 
cafe  would  be  rendered  unfit  even  for  a 
Hottentot's  fcomach  ; yet  we  foffiid  our- 
felves  miftaken,  for  it  was  dug  up  the  third 
night,  and  carried  clear  off. 

Their  hogs,  fheep,  poultry,  &c.  thrive 
very  well  aboard  our  (hips,  if  they  are  not 
previoufly  poifoned  or  crammed.  The 

hogs 
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hogs  are  all  black,  with  thin  hair,  hollow 
backs,  their  bellies  reaching  to  the  ground, 
and  generally  very  fat.  Their  flelh  is 
white  and  tender. 

I never  faw  any  butter  in  China,  hav- 
ing ufed  none  while  there,  unlefs  what  we 
brought  with  us  from  England. 

Of  Chinese  Merchandize. 

'HE  gains  in  a China  voyage  chiefly 


arife  from  the  goods  imported  from 
China,  and  not  from  what  are  carried  thi- 
ther. We  buy  the  mod;  part  of  their 
Sfoods  with  filver.  Lead  is  almofl  the  on- 
ly  commodity  for  which  our  merchants 
get  more  than  prime  coft.  We  carry  alfo 
fcarlets,  blue,  black,  green  and  yellow 
broad  cloths  thither.  But  the  remnants 
or  fmall  pieces  which  we  get  cheap  in 
England,  turn  to  better  account,  than 
whole  pieces.  Of  thefe  fmall  pieces  the 
Chinefe  make  long  purfes  which  hang 
by  their  fide,  tied  by  filken  firings  to  their 
girdle. 

The  following  goods  turn  alfo  to  pretty 
good  account,  if  they  can  be  conveyed 
afhore  without  paying  the  duties,  other- 


wife 
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wife  the  charge  and  trouble  will  be  equal 
to  the  profit,  viz. 

Large  looking-glafles, 

Coral  branches, 

Flint  ware  for  fhamfhue-cups. 

Ordinary  horfe  pifiols  with  gilt  barrels. 
Old  wearing  apparel  of  fcarlet  or  blue  cloth. 
Sword  blades  about  14  s.  per  dozen. 
Spectacles  fet  in  horn,  about  8 s.  6 d per 
dozen. 

Clocks  and  watches  of  fmall  price. 

Small  brafs  tweezer  cafes, 

Any  new  toy  not  before  imported. 

Goods  imported  from  China,  are  teas, 
porcelaine,  quickfilver,  Vermillion,  and 
other  fine  colours  j china  root,  raw  and 
wrought  filks,  copper  in  bars,  of  the  fize 
of  flicks  of  fealing  wax,  camphire,  fugar- 
candy,  fans,  pidlures,  lacquered  ware  j foy, 
borax,  lapis  lazuli,  galingal,  rhubarb, 
coloured  ftones,  tutanague,  i.  e.  a fort  of 
tin ; gold,  with  many  things  made  of  mo- 
ther of  pearl. 

Green  tea  is  drank  in  India,  Perfia,  and 
all  the  Eaflern  nations.  Bohea  is  little 
efteemed  by  them.  Singh  or  green  tea  is 
to  be  chofen  by  its  fine  fmell,  and  light 
colour  j for  if  any  of  the  leaves  appear 
brownifn  or  withered,  it  is  not  good. 

Imperial 
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Imperial  or  Bing  tea  is  ftill  lighter  than 
green  tea,  of  a pleafant  fmell,  but  not  fo 
ftrong  as  fnglo.  If  it  once  lofe  its  crifpi- 
* nefs,  it  is  good  for  little ; which  it  will  do, 
tho’  very  frefh  and  good  when  bought,  if 
great  care  is  not  taken  in  packing  it. 

Altho’  the  exportation  of  gold  be  prohi- 
bited, the  Mandarines  themfelves  fell  it  in 
a concealed  way,  to  the  European  mer- 
chants. Ten  tael  weight  of  gold  touch 
92,  bought  at  touch  for  touch,  (thb  moft 
governing  price  ) amounts  to  1 1 1 0%. 
8 dwt.  5 gr.  current.  Ten  tael  of  filver,  at 
5 s.  6di..peroz.  is  30 1,  12  s.  8 d.  for  which 
you  have  12  oz.  2 dwf.  /\.gr,  worth  about 
4I.  an  ounce  in  London,  is  48  1.  8 s.  8d. 
and  makes  upwards  of  58  per  cent  profit. 
But  gold  is  a commodity  that  is  feldom 
bought  there  by  any  but  thofe  who  have 
more  money  to  lay  out  than  they  have 
either  room  or  privilege  in  the  fliip,  which 
feldom  happens.  There  are  a great  many 
forts  of  goods  on  which  they  may  make 
5 or  too  per  cent,  if  got  afliore  in  London 
without  paying  duty,  and  fold  to  proper 
hands. 

A great  deal  depends  on  a perfon’s 
knowledge  of  what  things  are  likely  to 
take  in  England,  and  at  what  price  they 

are 
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are  commonly  fold.  If  a private  trader 
would  improve  fuch  a voyage  to  advan- 
tage, he  Ihould  confult  with  the  hard- 
ware, china,  or  toy  merchants  in  Lon- 
don, before  he  goes,  and  Ihould  carry  with 
him  patterns  or  mufters  by  which  things 
may  be  made  or  painted  in  China  ; for 
the  Chinefe  workmen  of  all  profeffions  are 
fo  ingenious,  that  they  will  imitate  any 
thing  that  is  fhown  them  to  the  greateft 
perfedlion  and  exadlnefs. 

Price  of  goods  fold  at  Canton  by  the  Englijh 
company^  1747-8. 

Lead/?(fr  pecul  of  133  lb.  from  three  tael 
to  three  tael  fix  mace. 

Scarlet  cloth  per  cattie,  of  20  oz.  Adver- 
dupois  from  three  tael  to  four  tael. 

Slips  of  ditto,  from  three  tael  to  three  tael 
five  mace. 

Looking-glalfes  per  fquare  foot,  from  one 
tael  five  mace  to  two  tael. 

Prices  of  Indian  goods  carried  from  Bdfavia, 
and  fold  at  Canton. 

Pepper  per  pecul  of  133  lb.  from  dght 
tael  to  ten  tael. 


Bees-wax 
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Bees-wax  per  ditto  from  twelve  tael  to 
fourteen  tael. 

Falfe  amber  per  ditto  at  twelve  tael. 

Fine  amber  per  ditto  from  one  hundred 
tael  to  one  hundred  and  ten  tael. 

Rozin  alias  per  ditto  at  fixty  tael. 

Block  tin  at  eleven  tael. 

Pitchuck  at  twenty  two  tael. 

Birds  nefts  per  cattle ^ of  20  oz.  from  two 
tael  five  Mace,  to  three  tael. 

Opium  per  ditto  at  fix  tael. 

Four  hundred  pound  net  Englifli  weight, 
is  equal  to  3 pecuh  Chinefe  weight.  One 
pecid  Chinefe  weight,  is  equal  to 
Engliih  weight.  Sixteen  tael  is  equal  to 
I cattle. 

Prices  of  goods  bought  at  Canton  by  the  Eng- 
lljh  company,  an?20  1747-8. 

Bohea  Teas. 

Common  bohea  per  pecul  of  133  lb.  from 
thirteen  tael  to  fifteen  tael. 

Congo  from  twenty  five  tael  to  thirty  tael. 
Souchong  from  thirty  five  tael  to  feventy  tael. 

Green  Teas. 

Firft  finglo  at  thirty  tad. 


Second 
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Second  ditto  at  twenty  five  taeU 
^hird  ditto  at  twenty  two  taeL 
Fourth  ditto  at  fixteen  tael. 

Befl:  hyfon  at  fixty  tael. 

Second  hyfon  at  forty  five  tael. 

Hyfon  gobi  at  fixty  fix  tael. 

Other  Teas. 

Uchang  at  forty  tael. 

Imperial  at  thirty  eight  tael. 

Rhubarb  root  from  eleven  tael  to  twenty 
eight  tael. 

Opium  is  an  advantageous  commodity 
when  carried  to  China,  but  mufi:  be  fold 
privately,  for  the  importation  of  it  is  flricl- 
ly  prohibited  by  the  Emperor. 

The  porcelaine  or  china  is  fo  various  in 
quality  and  fafhion,  that  it  is  impof- 
fible  to  fix  a price.  I have  feen  exqui- 
fitely  fine  enameled  work,  which,  I believe, 
would  bring  more  profit  than  teas,  or  the 
china-ware  which  takes  up  a great  deal 
of  room,  and  is  liable  fometimes  to  fuf- 
fer  great  damage.  Thefe  enameled  vef- 
fels  muft  be  fmuggled  from  Canton.tothe 
fhips  i for  the  duty  on  all  metals  there  is 
as  much  as  the  prime  coft,  and  amounts 

almoft 
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almoft  to  a prohibition  of  the  exportation 
of  them. 

Of  Cbimfe  Coins  an^  Money. 


EITHER  in  Canton,  nor  indeed 


throughout  the  whole  empire,  are 
any  coins  flruck,  excepting  the  Li  or  Cajh. 
This  Li  is  made  of  the  fcum  of  copper, 
mixed  with  other  coarfe  metal  i it  is  fome- 
what  larger  than  our  Englifh  farthing, 
but  thinner,  with  fome  Chinefe  charadlers 
on  each  (ide  j and  in  the  center  of  each 
Cajh  is  a fquare  hole  in  order  to  put  them 
on  a firing,  for  the  eafe  of  numbering. 
Inftead  of  coins  they  cut  their  gold  and 
filver  into  fmall  pieces  of  different  weightse 
There  is  almofl  no  gold  ufed  in  our  deal- 
ings with  them,  it  being  about  50  per 
cent,  cheaper  there  than  in  Britain.  We 
therefore  ufe  filver  as  the  current  money 
in  traffick. 

As  the  Chinefe  pay  no  regard  to  coin, 
fo  all  goes  by  weight.  Nor  do  they  re- 
gard the  workmanfliip  of  any  thing  in  fil- 
ver ; it  is  the  fame  to  them  when  melted 
down,  as  in  the  fineft  work. 
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Their  weight  for  filver,  by  the  names  of 
which  they  denominate  any  piece  of  mo- 
ney, are  called 

Ey  the  Chinefe,  Leang.,  ffean,  Foan^znd  Li; 

By  the  Portuguefe,  Fad,  Mas,  Canda- 
lrins,  and  Cafo. 

By  the  Englifh,  Taels,  Mace,  Candarins, 
and  Cafh. 

The  Leang  or  Tael,  is  equal  to  6 s.  3 d. 
fterling,  which  is  divided  into  ten  Tfean 
or  Mace,  equal  to  74 d.  fterling  each., 
Thefe  are  each  again  divided  into  ten  Loan 
or  Candarins,  equal  to  ^ fterling,  and  each 
of  thefe  are  divided  again  into  ten  equal 
parts,  called  Li  or  Cajh,  equal  only  to 
the  tenth  part  of  three  farthings. 

Our  Englifn  crown  palTes  currently  for 
eight  mace,  tho’  it  oftener  weighs  lefs  than 
more.  It  is  from  this  that  I value  the 
Tael2it6s.  3d.  tho’  commonly  reckoned 
6 s.  8d.  For, 

Eight  Mace,  the  current  value? 

of  our  crown,  is  — — 5 

Two  Mace  more  is,  at  that  rate, 

equal  to  * — — 


/.  s.  d. 


o I 


So  that  ten  Mace,  or  one  Tael,  is 
equal  to  

Y TABLE 


le  Tael,  is?  ^ 
> o o 3 
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TABLE  of  the  Chmefe  and  EngUJJd  money, 
Candarin. 

d.  qrsi 

1 Candarin  equal  to  Herling 

2 ditto  to  I A 

2. 

3 ditto  — to  2 L 

4 ditto  — , to  3 

5 ditto  to  3 -i 

6 ditto  — — to  44. 

7 ditto  — — ■'  — to  5 4 

8 ditto  — — to  6 

9 ditto  — — — to  6 4 

10  equal  to  a Mace^  or  to  74. 

Mace. 


s.  d. 

2 Mace.,  equal 

to 

I 3 fieri. 

3 ditto  —— 

— to 

I 104- 

4 ditto  

— to 

2 6 

5 ditto  — 

— — to 

3 14- 

6 ditto  

— to 

3 9 

7 ditto  — 

to 

4 44 

8 ditto  

■ — to 

5 0 

9 ditto  --- ■ ■ 

— to 

5 74 

10  ditto,  equal  to  a or  6 3 


Tael, 


Cy  Chinese  Coins  Money.  323 


Tael. 

2 "Tael^  equal 

to 

/. 

0 

s. 

12 

d. 

6 

3 ditto  —— 

— 

to 

0 

18 

9 

4 ditto  — 

— 

to 

I 

5 

0 

5 ditto  — ^ 

— 

to 

1 

1 1 

3 

6 ditto  

— 

to 

1 

17 

6 

7 ditto  — — 

— 

to 

2 

3 

9 

8 ditto  — 

— 

to 

2 

10 

0 

9 ditto  — 

— 

to 

2 

16 

3 

10  ditto  — 

— 

to 

3 

2 

6 

20  ditto  — 

— 

to 

6 

5 

0 

30  ditto  — — 

— 

to 

9 

7 

6 

40  ditto  — 

— 

to 

12 

10 

p 

50  ditto  — 

— 

to 

15 

12 

6 

60  ditto  — • 

— 

to 

18 

15 

0 

70  ditto  — 

to 

21 

17 

6 

80  ditto  — 

— 

to 

25 

0 

0 

90  ditto  — - 

— 

to 

28 

2 

6 

100  ditto  — 

to 

31 

5 

0 

This  table  will  be  very  ufeful  to  tliofe 
who  make  a voyage  to  China,  for  readily 
finding  the  value  of  their  money. 

The  Chinefe  people  keep  fcales  and 
weights  in  their  pockets,  for  weighing  the 
money  they  either  receive  or  pay.  They 
y 2 are 
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are  put  in  fmall  portable  wooden  cafeg^ 
Thefe  fcales  are  made  after  the  manner  of 
the  Roman  balance,  or  our  Englifh  ftil- 
liards,  called  by  the  Chinefe  Litang,  and 
by  us  Dot-chin, 

It  is  no  lefs  the  intereft  of  all  foreign- 
ers to  have  a cafe  of  thefe  about  them,  to 
weigh  money  j as  there  are  a number  of 
fharpers,  not  only  among  the  common 
people,  but  even  among  the  merchants, 
who  have  falfe  Dot-ehinSy  and  a fly  way 
of  holding  them  in  their  hand  to  caft  the 
weight  to  their  own  advantage. 

The  Chinefe  have  alfo  a large  inftru- 
ment,  fomewhat  like  fcilTars,  for  cutting 
money  into  fuch  fmall  pieces  as  they  have 
occafion  for,  which  the  Englifh  call  Chop- 
chin.  Even  in  the  ufing  this  inftrument, 
they  will  impofe  upon  you.  When  I have 
given  a dollar  to  be  cut  in  two,  I have  lofl;  a 
Candarin  or  two  in  the  weight.  The  up- 
per part  of  this  inftrument  is  fliarp  for 
cutting  the  money,  and  the  lower  has  a 
flit  or  focket  to  receive  the  upper  j but 
fometimes  the  upper  part,  which  fhould 
be  Angle  and  fliarp,  is  double  and  hollow, 
that  in  cutting,  is  Ailed  up  with  a thin  bit 
of  the  money  which  they  cheat  you  of. 

The 
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The  larger  fort  of  thefe  inftruments  are 
kept  in  the  houfes  and  Ihops  of  mer- 
chants, and  the  fmaller  ones  they  keep  in 
their  pocket. 

As  the  Chinefe  divide  their  money  into 
decimal  parts,  it  is  very  eafily  reckoned. 
Inftead  of  ufing  pen  and  ink,  as  we  do, 
in  their  arithmetical  computations,  they 
ufe  round  timber  beads,  fixed  on  wire,  or 
on  fmall  pieces  of  wood,  that  are  again 
fixed  on  a long  fquare  wooden  ftand,  aboiit 
an  inch  deep,  much  like  a common  wood- 
en ink-ftandage. 
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CHINA  towards  Bt,  HELENA. 

ON  Monday  tho  i ith  of  January  1748, 
at  ten  at  night,  the  captain  and  fu- 
percargoes  came  aboard,  and  next  morn- 
ing the  pilot  with  four  paffengers,  viz. 
meffieurs  Martiliat,  Dertmont,  and  Boifier, 
and  Mynheer  Henfius,  defigned  for  Eu- 
rope; upon  which  the  fliip  was  unmoor- 
ed. Monf.  Martiliat,  who  aifumed  the 
title  of  bidiop,  had  been  upwards  of 
twenty  years  in  China  preaching  the 
gofpel.  But  as  there  had  been  lately  a 
great  perfecution  of  the  chridian  miffion- 
aries,  and  many  of  their  converts  behead- 
ed, drangled  and  imprifoned,  he  was 
obliged  to  make  his  efcape.  He  was  an 
old  man,  and  fpoke  the  Chinefe  language 
very  well.  He  brought  a large  collection 
of  Chinefe  books  and  habits  aboard  with 
him,  which  he  had  formerly  ufed.  He 

told 
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told  us,  that  Several  other  miffionaries  had 
fled  to  the  ifland  of  Macoa,  and  fome 
gone  on  board  the  other  Englifh  veflels. 
Monf.  Derdemont  had  attended  this  old 
man  five  years,  but  could  not  fpeak  the 
Chinefe  language  j and  monf.  Bcifier,  a 
young  man,  of  French  proteftant  parents, 
had  accidentally  become  acquainted  with 
tli£  other  two  gentlemen,  who  had  found 
means  to  make  him  as  rigid  a papift  as 
either  of  them.  The  twp  clergymen  were 
learned  in  the  European  languages,  arts 
and  fciences,  and  made  an  eafy  prey  of 
this  young  novice,  who  told  us,  that  he 
was  afraid,  that  when  he  arrived  in  France, 
his  father  would  difinherit  him  on  that  ac- 
count. 

At  noon,  we  weighed  anchor,  as  did 
the  Stafford,  with  a light  breeze  from  the 
N.  and  at  high  water,  being  calm,  we 
towed  down  with  our  boats,  and  came  to 
with  the  fmall  bower  in  6^  fathoms  water, 
about  fix  miles  diftance  from  our  firfl;  fta- 
tion. 

On  the  13th,  at  five  in^  the  morning, 
with  the  wind  at  N.  E.  we  towed  with  the 
boats  a-hcad  till  feven,  when  it  fell  calm. 

¥4  On 
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On  the  flood  tide  coming  on,  a frefli  breeze 
fprung  up  at  N.  W.  with  which  we  flieer^ 
ed  to  the  S.  till  fix  in  the  evening,  when 
Lintin  bore  E.  by  S.  4 S.  dittant  four 
miles.  At  feven  next  morning  we  came 
up  with  the  Norfolk  and  York,  got  the 
the  long-boat  on  the  gunwall,  and  flowed 
our  fheet  anchor.  At  noon  the  Grand 
Ladrone  bore  E.  N.  E.  diflant  about  three 
leagues,  when  we  found  our  fhip  failed 
but  badly. 

On  the  15th,  the  firfl  part  of  the  day 
was  fair,  the  latter  fqually,  with  a great 
fwell  from  the  E.  N.  E.  We  began  now 
to  reckon  the  day  from  noon  to  noon, 
as  is  ufual  at  fea.  At  four  in  the  even- 
ing the  Gj'and  Ladrone  bore  N.  N.  E. 
diflant  fix  leagues.  At  one  in  the  morn- 
ing, the  horizon  appearing  very  gloomy, 
we  took  in  all  reefs,  handed  both  topfails, 
and  unbent  the  fheet  and  fmall  bower  ca- 
bles. We  next  got  down  our  top-gallant 
yards,  and  fet  the  main-top-fail  and  the 
fore-top-fail  triple  reef’d.  We  were  now 
in  company  with  the  York,  Stafford,  and 
Norfolk.  At  twelve  we  had  the  wind  at 
N.  E.  and,  finding  the  fhip  to  pitch  pro- 
digioufly,  as  if  abou^  to  founder,  and  to 
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lie  very  dead  in  the  water,  occafioned  by 
her  being  a great  deal  too  much  by  the 
head ; we  therefore  ftarted  a confiderable 
quantity  of  water  out  of  the  calks  in  the 
fore-hatch-way,  which  lightened  her  much. 

On  the  1 6th,  had  cloudy  and  fqually 
weather  with  rain,  and  a great  fwell  from 
the  N.  E.  We  were  employed  all  this 
day  in  putting  every  thing  to  rights  a- 
board. 

On  the  17th  a hard  gale  from  the  N. 
E.  This  morning  the  Norfolk  was  out  of 
fight  aftern  of  us. 

On  the  1 8th,  the  Stafford,  in  a fudden 
fquall,  had  her  main-top-gallant-maft  car- 
ried away,  which  fhe  foon  replaced.  In 
the  evening  fine  weather,  with  a moderate 
breeze. 

On  the  19th,  20th,  2 1 ft,  cloudy,  with 
fqualls  and  rain.  Kept  company  with  the 
York  and  Stafford,  lat.  8“  38'  N. 

On  the  22d,  23d,  and  24th,  had  fair 
weather  with  moderate  breezes  from  the 
N.  E.  The  firft  day,  we  founded,  and 
had  34  fathoms  water,  fandy  ground  with 
fhells.  The  fecond,  we  exercifed  the  great 
guns  and  fmall  arms.  The  third  day, 
founded  again,  and  found  we  had  44  fa- 
thoms 
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thorns  water,  muddy  ground,  lat.  4°  16' 
N.  and  meridian  diftance  from  the  Grand 
hadrone  7°  1 5'  W.  We  bent  the  fheet  and 
fmall  bov\^er  cables. 

On  the  25th  we  cleared  our  decks,  as 
v/e  did  not  know  what  we  might  meet 
with  in  the  ilraits  of  Banca  or  Sunday 
which  we  were  approaching.  Next  day, 
we  faw  the  body  of  the  illand  Pulo  OrUy 
which  bore  N.  W.  by  W,  between  eight 
and  ten  leagues  dift ant,  lat.  i 6°  N. 

On  the  26th,  brilk  gales  from  the  N. 
E.  but  fmooth  water  j and  on  the  27th 
cloudy  weather,  with  moderate  breezes. 
In  the  evening  we  faw  Lingen  bearing  S. 
W.  4-  W.  diflant  about  feven  leagues.  At 
funrife  the  fouthernmoft  of  the  feven  illands 
bore  E,  N.  E.  A N.  diftant  five  leagues. 
At  ten  o’clock,  faw  Monopin  bearing  S.  E. 
JL  E.  diftant  eight  leagues.  At  noon,  hav- 
ing croffed  the  equator  fince  the  preced- 
ing day,  we  found  the  latitude  to  be  i° 

53'  S. 

The  28th  we  had  fair  and  pleafant  wea- 
ther, with  brilk  gales.  We  founded,  and 
found  from  fifteen  to  eleven  fathoms . wa- 
ter. At  four  in  the  evening  Monopin  high 
land  bore  N.  by  E.  4 E.  difiant  about  three 

leagues, 
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leagues,  and  about  funfet,  bore  N.  N.  W. 
^ W.  diftant  three  miles.  We  paft  through 
thefe  flraits  laft  June,  of  which  the  reader 
has  an  account  in  the  preceding  part  of 
this  voyage ; and  nothing  more  remark- 
able now  occurred,  than  what  was  then 

taken  notice  of. Here  is  a beautiful 

profpe6l  of  an  uninterrupted  fummer,  and 
nature  appearing  in  all  its  luxuriant  wild- 
nefs.  At  eleven  o’clock  at  night,  not 
chufing  to  fail  any  later,  we  came  to  with 
the  ftream  anchor  in  eleven  fathoms  wa- 
ter, clay  ground.  At  funrife  the  third 
point  of  Sumatra  bore  W.  and  Banca  from 
E.  to  E.  S.  E.  diflant  about  two  miles.  At 
fix  in  the  morning  weighed,  having  from 
ten  to  twenty  fathoms  water,  till  noon, 
when  Lallary  high-land  bore  N.  E.  and 
the  eaft  point  of  Banca  E.  -i  S.  and  the 
firft  point  of  Sumatra  S.  E.  diftant  about 
three  miles. — ^ — We  kept  a man  at  the 
maft  head  to  oblerve  if  any  (hips  were  in 
fight.  A fmall  prow  palled  us,  at  which 
we  fired  to  bring  her  to,  but  in  vain.  We 
, hoifted  Dutch  colours,  but  without  effect. 
She  got  off. 

Oil  the  29th,  at  four  in  the  evening, 
Lucipara  bore  E,  N.  E.  diftant  four  miles. 

Wind 
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Wind  N.  W.  fair  weather  and  moderate 
breezes.  At  noon  the  'Fwo  Brothers  bore' 
N.  by  E.  diftant  two  miles.  We  faw  a 
fhip  at  anchor  to  leeward  of  the  Two  Bro- 
thers. She  hoifted  Dutch  colours,  and 
fired  a gun  to  leeward  to  fhew  ihe  was  a 
friend.  All  our  fleet  edged  down,  fent 
their  boats  aboard,  and  fpoke  with  her. 
By  this  fhip  we  had  advice,  that  twelve 
Englifh  men  of  war  had  failed  from  thence 
towards  Madrafs,  and  fix  more  through 
the  fliraits  of  Malacca  ^ that  there  were  twq 
Englifh  Blips  lying  at  Batavia ; and  that 
fhe  was  waiting  for  the  Dutch  China  Blips, 
for  whom  Bie  had  packets  and  flores,  fent 

by  the  governor  of  Batavia. As  foon 

as  we  had  got  this  intelligence,  we  flood 
on  our  courfe  through  the  flraits  of  Sunda. 
At  funrife  the  North  IJland  bore  W-  S.  W. 
Bantam  point,  S.  by  W.  the  Button  S.  dif- 
tant  from  North  IJland  four  miles. ' At 
noon,  the  Cape  bore  E.  N.  E.  ^ N.  the 
Button-,  N.  by  E.  ^ E.  Cracotoa,  W.  L S. 
and  the  third  point  of  Sumatra  S.  L W, 
diflant  off  fhore  two  miles. 

On  Sunday  the  31B:  January,  rainy, 
and  moderate  breezes.  At  funfet  the  fe- 
cond  point  of  Ja^a  bore  S.  S.  W.  ^ W. 

and 
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and  Princes  Ijland  S.  W.- ^ W.  diftant  off 
fhore  four  or  five  miles.  At  eight  in  the 
morning  we  anchored  with  the  fmall  bower 
in  thirty  five  fathoms,  oppofite  to  the  wa- 
tering-place in  Prince  s Ijland,  We  found 
riding  here,  the  Lynn,  the  Dragon,  the 
Onflow,  and  two  Danifii  veffels,  who  fail- 
ed the  moment  we  anchored.  We  had 
not  yet  feen  the  Norfolk,  but  were  now 
fix  fliips  for  England. 

February  2d  and  3d,  we  got  in  water 
and  wood  fufficient.  But  a high  gale 
fpringing  up,  w’-e  faw  the  Lynn  and  On- 
flow had  parted  cable,  and  w^ere  adrift ; 
we  weighed,  and  fet  fail,  and  ail  the  reft 
followed.  Our  long-boats,  the  laft  time 
we  fent  them  alhore  to  Prince  s Ijland, 
were  detained  a confiderable  time  by  the 
ftorm,  and  it  v/as  with  difficulty  they  were 
brought  aboard.  All  the  fhips  feemed  de- 
termined not  to  lofe  a moment  here,  but 
to  proceed  on  their  courfe. 

From  the  3d  to  the  i6th,  the  weather 
was  variable,  fometimes  moderate  breezes, 
and  fometimes  hard  fqualls  of  wind.  'We 
had  now  feven  fliips  in  company  5 but  the 
Onflow,  being  old,  was  a great  way  aftern 
of  the  fleet. 


On 
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On  the  17th  and  i8th,  we  had  dark 
gloomy  weather,  exceeding  hard  fqualls, 
with  a large  fwell  from  the  S.  E.  and  of- 
ten fhipp’d  large  feas. 

On  the  19th  and  20th,  it  increafed  in- 
to a ftorm-  The  drip  laboured  much.  We 
got  down  all  our  top-gallant-yards,  lafhed 
all  the  guns,  and  knocked  open  the  gun- 
ports  to  let  the  water  go  as  faft  out  of  the 
one  fide  as  it  came  in  at  the  other.  In 
the  night  all  hands  were  on  deck,  with 
axes  ready  to  cut  the  mafts  in  cafe  it  Ihould 
become  neceffary,  which  we  much  feared. 

On  Sunday  the  21ft,  the  wind  abated 
a little,  but  heavy  fhowers,  with  prodigi- 
ous lightening  in  the  night  continued  from 
N.  E.  In  the  morning  the  horizon  be- 
gan to  clear  up,  and  we  were  all  overjoy- 
ed at  the  difcovery  of  a ftar,  as  we  had 
not  feen  either  fun  or  moon,  or  a ftar  in 
the  horizon  for  four  days  pafl. 

On  the  22d,  the  wind  abated  much,  but 
the  fwell  continued,  as  is  ufual  after  a vio- 
lent ftorm.  We  now  fet  our  top-fails 
again.  We  difcovered  fome  carved  work, 
and  other  pieces  of  timber,  floating  on  the 
water,  which  we  feared  might  be  part  of 

the 
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the  wreck  of  the  Onflow,  an  old  infirm 
veflel,  and  put  us  in  pain  till  we  faw  her. 

From  the  23d  to  the  26th,  we  hadplea- 
fant  breezes ; on  the  24th  a little  rain, 
with  lightening  j on  the  25th,  N.  E. 
winds,  lat.  26“  39'  long.  43“  52'  W.  vari- 
ation of  the  compafs  1 5°  44'  W.  and  on 
the  26th  we  had  cloudy  weather,  much 
rain,  and  great  fqualls  of  wind  from  N. 
N.  W. 

From  the  27th  to  the  6th  of  March, 
the  weather  was  fomewhat  variable,  but 
generally  frelh.  On  the  4th  and  5th  March 
we  faw  a fliip  in  diftrefs,  with  jury  mafts. 
Before  we  came  up  with  her,  we  difcover- 
ed  fomething  like  a man  about  a mile  dif- 
tance,  mounting  up  with  the  fwell,  and 
falling  down  again  alternately  between  the 
waves,  making  all  the  figns  he  could  for 
help.  We  fent  the  pinnace  to  his  aiiifl:- 
ance,  who  took  him  up,  and  brought  him 
aboard,  with  fome  boards  to  which  he  had 
tied  himfelf  with  a fifhing  line.  This  m.an 
was  a Malay,  belonging  to  the  fliip  we 
faw  in  diftrefs ; who,  as  he  was  fifhing  on 
the  caulker’s  fcaffold  over  the  (hip’s  fide,  it 
gave  way  under  him,  and  he  had  fallen 
into  the  fea,  where  he  had  ftruggled  with 
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the  waves  three  hours  before  we  faw  him? 
His  own  fhip  could  give  him  no  relief,  all 
her  boats  being  dafhed  to  pieces  in  the 
late  ftorm.  It  was  fome  time  before  the 
poor  fellow  recovered  his  ftrength,  and 
was  delivered  from  the  apprehenhon  into 
which  his  late  llation  had  thrown  him; 
tho’  we  ufed  all  polTible  means  to  do  both; 
When  he  was  quite  reftored,  we  fent  him 
in  the  pinnace  to  the  fliip  he  belonged  to^ 
When  the  pinnace  returned,  we  were  in- 
formed, that  this  was  a Dutch  fhip  from 
Batavia  for  Europe  ; that  they  had  only 
faved  their  mizen-maft,  which  falling 
right  off,  broke  down  the  poop  and  rounds 
houfe,  and  lodged  among  the  ruins  ^ that 
file  carried  thirty  great  guns,  and  had  been 
obliged  to  throw  twenty  feven  of  them 
overboard,  to  fave  their  lives ; and  that 
fhe  was  now  fo  very  light,  that  fhe  rolled 
exceedingly  with  the  fwell.  We  fent  her 
fome  materials  for  repairing  her,  and  flood 
on  our  courfe. 

From  the  yth  to  the  3 ifl,  the  weather 
was  very  variable,  fometimes  cloudy  and 
rainy,  with  fqualls  j fometimes  fair  and 
calm ; fometimes  prodigious  quantities  of 
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lightening,  and  at  other  times  dreadful 
thunder,  of  long  continuance. 

On  the  3 1 ft  March,  we  had  a frefti  trade 
wind,  pleafant  weather,  and  fmooth  wa- 
ter. Several  of  our  ftiips  company  began 
to  complain  of  fwellings  in  their  legs,  and 
others  vomited  up  large  worms,  the  com- 
mon fymptoms  of  the  fcurvy. 

On  the  3d  April,  we  faw  feveral  pigeons 
flying  to  windward,  a certain  fign  that  we 
were  near  land  and  on  the  4th,  at  five  in 
the  afternoon,  faw  a fail  and  the  land 
bearing  from  W.  by  S.  to  W.  by  N.  4 N. 
Next  morning  we  came  up  with  the  fhip, 
which  proved  to  be  a Danifti  veffel  who 
had  been  with  us  at  Canton.  We  got  all 
our  boats  hoifted  out,  and  fent  the  pin- 
nace afhore  on  the  ifland  of  St.  Helena, 
and  immediately  rame  to  an  anchor  and 
moored. 

We  found  riding  here  the  York  and 
Stafford,  with  whom,  as  well  as  all  the  reft 
of  the  fleet,  we  had  parted  in  the  ftorm  of 
February  19th.  Thefe  two  had  received 
no  damage.  The  fhips  and  the  fort  fa- 
luted  each  other  with  nine  guns  each  at 
anchoring,  repeating  the  fame  when  the 
officers  went  afhore. 
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On  the  5th  arrived  the  Lynn,  capt.  Gil- 
bert, all  fafe,  who  hoifled  his  broad  pen- 
dant as  commodore  j on  the  7th  arrived 
the  Grantham,  capt.  Wilfon,  from  Ben^ 
coulen,  with  pepper ; as  alfo  the  Norfolk 
and  Onflow.  This  laft  had  fuffered  much 
in  the  late  ftorm,  and  we  were  told  that 
her  captain  (Congreve)  was  dead.  On  the 
8th,  the  Dragon,  capt.  Kenty  came  up, 
who  had  alfo  fuffered  greatly  in  the  late 
bad  weather. 

From  the  6th  to  the  24th,  the  fhips 
were  employed  in  taking  in  frefh  water 
from  Lemon  Valley^  and  in  landing  rice, 
paddy,  beef,  &c.  which  were  brought  as 
flores  for  the  ifland,  on  the  company’s  ac- 
count. 

On  the  24th  the  commodore  made  a 
fignal  to  unmoor,  and  on  the  2 5th,  in  the 
evening,  we  were  all  under  fail,  being 
eight  fhips,  viz.  the  Lynn,  Stafford,  York, 
Norfolk,  Onflow,  Dragon,  Grantham, 
and  Prince  Edward. 

From  the  24th  of  April  till  the  iff  of 
June,  nothing  remarkable  happened.  The 
weather  was  very  variable,  but  not  bad. 
We  went  on  our  courfe,  and  were  employ- 
ed almoft  every  day  in  exercifing  our  guns, 
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and  catching  dolphins,  and  other  fifh.  On 
the  12th,  the  variation  was  1°  W.  lat.  11“ 
24'  N.  long,  from  St.  Helena  20°  24'  N* 
On  the  14th,  the  variation  v^as  i.  point. 
On  the  28th,  the  variation  was  4°  20'  W. 
lat.  29°  44'  N.  long.  29°  18'  W. 

At  this  time  fome  of  our  people  had 
their  legs  fwelled  as  large  as  their  bodies, 
occafioned,  as  was  thought,  by  their  eat- 
ing fo  much  rice.  Some  of  the  large  white 
worms  which  they  vomited  were  difledled, 
and  found  to  be  of  a white  waterifli  fub- 
ftance.  An  extraordinary  quantity  of 
broth,  frefh-meat,  &c.  was  allowed  the 
patients;  but  notwithftanding,  feveral  of 
them  died,  and  were  committed  to  the 
deep. 

On  the  6th  of  June,  we  gave  chace  to 
a fail  ftanding  to  the  eaftward,  but  could 
not  come  up  with  her.  '*  From  the  6th  to 
the  17th,  the  weather  was  very  inconftant, 
during  which  many  of  our  people  were 
taken  ill  and  confined  to  their  bed.  The 
weather  was  often  very  cloudy.  On  the 
1 8th  the  fog  increafed  fo  much,  that  not 
one  fhip  in  the  fleet  could  fee  another; 
and  to  prevent  running  foul  of  one  ano- 
ther, or  feparating,  we  frequently  fired 
Z 2 guns, 
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guns,  rung  bells,  beat  drums,  &c.  as  did 
all  the  (hips  in  the  fleet. 

On  the  2oth  the  fog  began  to  difpel, 
and  we  proceeded  northward  with  vari- 
able winds,  and  a fmall  fwell  from  the  S.  W. 

On  the  25th  we  began  to  feel  it  cold  and  - 
damp,  and  the  more  fo,  that  we  had  fo 
lately  come  from  a fcorching  climate,  in 
fo  much  that  feveral  of  our  people  were 
obliged  to  put  on  two  fhirts,  and  two  or 
three  jackets.  Lat.  59°  4i'N.  long.  10°  4S' 
W.  from  St.  Helena. 

On  the  26th  and  27th,  the  weather  flill 
grew  colder  and  colder.  Many  of  the 
men  were  dying,  and  others  extremely  ill 
with  the  fcurvy ; fo  that  the  fleet  was  but 
weakly  manned.  The  commodore  and 
our  veflel  would  have  put  in  to  the  firfl 
port,  had  it  not  been  that  we  did  not  care 
to  part  company  with  the  fleet,  as  we  were 
approaching  near  to  the  coafl:  of  Scotland, 
and  were  not  certain  whether  the  war  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  France  flill  con- 
tinued. We  therefore  proceeded  with  all 
poflible  fpeed  to  double  the  north  of  Scot- 
land. 

On  the  28th,  29th,  and  30th,  we  had 
fair  weather,  and  the  wind  at  S.  W.  con- 
tinued failing  towards  the  eall,  and  met  in 
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our  way,  ganets,  marots,  folan-geefe,  and 
other  fowls  flying  about  us,  with  young 
whales,  porpufes,  &c.  fwimming  by  us, 
and  fome  of  them  very  near  the  fliip.  On 
the  30th,  we  were  in  lat.  59°  42'  N.  long, 
36' W. 

On  the  3d  and  4th  July,  as  we  were 
coming  in  with  the  iflands  of  Orkney,  we 
faw  feveral  fmall  veflcls.  We  brought  one 
to,  who  informed  us,  that  there  was 
a ceflation  of  arms,  and  that  a peace 
would  foon  be  concluded  between  Great 
Britain,  France  and  Spain ; which  was  no 
unwelcome  news.  We  immediately  pro- 
ceeded for  the  firth  of  Forth. 

On  the  8th  July  we  came  off  Eymouth, 
and  fent  an  exprefs  afhore  for  London,  to 
acquaint  the  company  of  our  arrival  on 
the  coaft  of  Scotland.  Here  the  fupercar- 
goes  went  afhore  and  took  poll:  for  London. 

On  the  9th  we  came  up  to  Leith  road, 
where  we  went  afliore  and  refrefhed  our- 
felves,  and  in  a few  weeks  proceeded  for 
London,  where  we  all  fafdy  arrived. 
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And  fuppofing  that  when  we  were  at  Tea,  we  fail’d  one  hour  with  another  3 miles,  or  72  miles  per  day,  wc 
find  that  in  the  whole  voyage  we  fail’d  27216  miles,  or  9072  leagues,  which  is  near  454  degrees. 
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